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States

Glare of L.A.’s Disney Hall: Parts
of the mirror-like walls of the Walt

Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles
will undergo a $90,000 facelift to give

them a little less luster.
County supervisors approved a plan

Tuesday to dull a convex section of the con-
cert hall’s polished silver siding that reflects
sunlight. The glare produces extra heat that
overwhelms the air conditioning of resi-
dents at the nearby Promenade Towers.

Bush assassination plot: A man accused
of plotting to assassinate President Bush ad-
mitted many times that he joined al-Qaida
and pondered hijackings similar to the Sept.
11 attacks, an FBI agent testified.

Agent Barry Cole’s testimony Tuesday
came at a pretrial hearing in Alexandria,
Va., for Ahmed Omar Abu Ali, 23. A federal
magistrate said Abu Ali posed a “grave dan-
ger” and ordered that he remain jailed pend-
ing trial.

Professor under fire: A University of Col-
orado professor defended his essay that
compared some people who died in the
World Trade Center attack to Nazi war crim-
inals, saying he was writing in an attempt to
understand the terrorists’ motivation.

Ward Churchill said
he wrote the essay the
afternoon of Sept. 11,
2001, after television
networks “spun” the at-
tacks that morning as
senseless and after gov-
ernment officials la-
beled the attackers as
evil freedom-haters.

Nowhere in his essay
did he advocate the at-
tacks or say they were
justified, Churchill told
a crowd of about 300

people Tuesday at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Whitewater.

Lackawanna Six trial: Over repeated ob-
jections from the defense, a 28-year-old con-
vict described his life as an al-Qaida recruit
as prosecutors presented the most exten-
sive evidence to date linking a Yemeni sheik
to the international terrorist group.

Yahya Goba, a member of the Lackawan-
na Six terrorist cell, took the stand Tuesday
in New York after the judge in the case al-
lowed jurors to see an al-Qaida training
camp entry form listing Sheik Mohammed
Ali Hassan al-Moayad as the sponsor of a
trainee, a Yemeni fighter known as Abu
Jihad.

Al-Moayad, a prominent Yemeni politi-
cian and Islamic cleric, is on trial in federal
court in Brooklyn on charges of supporting
al-Qaida and the Palestinian militant group
Hamas.

Movie bootlegger dies in jail: A man
awaiting sentencing for illegally copying
and distributing movies being screened for
Oscar picks was found dead in his jail cell,
authorities said.

Russell Sprague, 52, of Illinois, may have
died of a heart attack, the U.S. Marshals Ser-
vice said. His body was discovered Monday
morning and an autopsy was scheduled for
Tuesday.

Sprague was scheduled to be sentenced
March 21 after pleading guilty last year to
one count of copyright infringement. He
had faced up to three years in prison.

World

Beef sanctions: Japan hopes the United
States will not impose economic sanctions
over Tokyo’s 15-month ban on American
beef and will continue negotiations, the gov-
ernment’s top spokesman said Wednesday.

Some members of the U.S. Congress have
warned of possible sanctions if Japan does
not lift the ban soon.

The ban was imposed in December 2003
after the United States discovered its first
case of fatal brain-wasting mad cow dis-
ease, formally known as bovine spongiform
encephalopathy.

Nepal government: Nepal’s pro-monar-
chy government on Wednesday banned any
independent reporting on the country’s com-
munist insurgency, saying journalists must
get all of their information on security is-
sues from the army or police.

The government said in a statement
Wednesday that it will not tolerate any pub-
lished or broadcast reports that could en-
courage the rebels or promote terrorism or
other destructive activities, and anyone issu-
ing such reports faces punishment.

Pope’s health: Even if he couldn’t speak,
Pope John Paul II would bring a powerful
spiritual presence to Germany if he makes
his only scheduled foreign trip of the year,
for a World Youth Day gathering this sum-
mer, Cardinal Joachim Meisner of Cologne
said Wednesday.

John Paul skipped his popular weekly au-
dience with the faithful Wednesday while
concentrating on regaining his ability to
speak and continuing to work on church
matters from his hospital suite in Rome.

Nuclear talks with North Korea: China’s
deputy foreign minister met with officials in
South Korea on Wednesday as the two na-
tions stepped up efforts to get North Korea
back to the table for nuclear disarmament
talks.

Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister Wu

Dawei, who arrived in Seoul on Wednesday,
met Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon.

Burundi constitution: Burundians voted
overwhelmingly to adopt a new power-shar-
ing constitution, guaranteeing majority rule
and minority rights in this Central Africa
country torn by 11 years of ethnic violence,
officials said Tuesday.

Paul Ngarambe, the head of the electoral
commission, said 90 percent of registered
voters turned out Monday and more than 91
percent of them approved the new constitu-
tion, which reserves 60 percent of seats in
government and parliament for Hutus and
40 percent for Tutsis.

Peacekeeping in East Timor: The United
States said Monday it opposes Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan’s recommenda-
tion for a one-year extension of the U.N.
peacekeeping mission in East Timor, saying
there is no longer a threat to peace between
the tiny country and its powerful neighbor
Indonesia.

The people of East Timor voted for inde-
pendence from Indonesia in 1999, unleash-
ing a wave of killing, looting and burning by
the Indonesian military and its proxy mili-
tias that displaced 300,000 people.

For 2½ years, the United Nations adminis-
tered the territory, then handed it to the
Timorese in May 2002. A U.N. mission has
remained.

Business

Ebbers trial: The defense rested its case
Wednesday at the New York trial of former
WorldCom chief Bernard Ebbers after two
days in which Ebbers took the witness stand
and denied any role in the $11 billion ac-
counting fraud.

Defense lawyers called four witnesses
over five days of testimony, none more im-
portant than the 63-year-old ex-CEO, who
testified he only learned about the massive
fraud after he resigned from WorldCom in
April 2002.

Stories and photos from the Associated Press

A story in Wednesday’s editions about two members of the
Combat Equipment Battalion-Hythe from RAF Hythe, England,
deployed to Afghanistan gave the wrong rank for Chief Warrant
Officer 3 Cassandra Young.

Correction Horoscopes, advice and comics
every day in Stars and Stripes

Churchill

Activist injured in Israel: American activist Brian Avery, from Chapel Hill, N.C., speaks to

reporters Monday prior to a hearing in his case at Israel’s Supreme Court in Jerusalem. The

court instructed the military to take testimony in his case. Avery said he and a colleague

were standing still, wearing bright red medic vests with their hands over their heads, when

soldiers in approaching military vehicles opened fire with no warning shots. Avery, 26, has

asked the court to order a criminal investigation and put the soldiers on trial.
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The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Italian soldiers
have begun arriving in western Afghani-
stan under plans for NATO troops to gradu-
ally relieve U.S. forces across the country,
an alliance commander said Wednesday.

Italy is taking over a base in the main
western city of Herat from the United
States. Spain and Lithuania are to set up
new bases in adjoining Badghis and Ghor
provinces, while an existing U.S. outpost in
Farah also will come under NATO control.

An advance party of Italian soldiers has
“already started coming in,” said Lt. Gen.
Ethem Erdagi, the Turkish commander of
the International Security Assistance
Force which has supported Afghanistan’s
feeble government since the fall of the Tali-
ban in 2001.

NATO officials said several dozen Ital-
ians were in Herat, and Erdagi said the
takeover of the region should be complete

by June.

The international force, currently under
NATO command, expanded across north-
ern Afghanistan from the capital, Kabul,
the first stage in a plan to supplant the
U.S.-dominated combat force across the
country.

NATO planners are working on how they
might take over the south of the country,
where militants continue to attack Afghan

and U.S. troops, and eventually the east,
too. But it remains unclear whether NATO
troops will maintain the aggressive opera-
tions of American forces.

The expansion into the west will bring
hundreds of extra troops into the currently
9,000-strong force.

Erdagi said at a news conference that he
was “very optimistic” about the security sit-
uation in Afghanistan, but said more rein-
forcements would come in ahead of the
election, which is expected to be held dur-
ing the summer or autumn.

NATO troops will take over from U.S. forces

BY TODD PITMAN

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Gunmen killed a
judge and lawyer working for the tribunal
that will try Saddam Hussein and members
of his former regime, a day after the secret
court referred five of the ousted dictator’s
aides to trial for alleged crimes against hu-
manity, officials and a relative of the slain
men said Wednesday.

While a tribunal official indicated the
shootings may have been due to a personal
dispute, one of the judge’s surviving sons
disagreed. He said the two were assassinat-
ed either because they worked for the
court, or because they were minority
Kurds.

News of the deaths came as two car
bombs exploded in the capital, killing 12
Iraqi soldiers and wounding dozens of oth-
ers, an Interior Ministry official said. The
first blast targeted an Iraqi army base in
central Baghdad, killing eight troops and
wounding at least 25. A second car bomb an
hour later at an army checkpoint in south
Baghdad killed four soldiers.

National Security Adviser Mouwafak
al-Rubaie vowed the government would
hunt down those responsible. Another blast
Monday in Hillah, south of Baghdad, killed
125 people — the deadliest single car bomb-
ing since Saddam was toppled in 2003.

“The bombings in Hillah and again in
Baghdad this morning are not going to de-
rail the political process that Iraq is em-
barked upon,” National Security Adviser
Mouwafak al-Rubaie said in a statement
Wednesday. “The Iraqi government will go
after and hunt down each and every one of
these terrorists whether in Iraq or else-
where.”

Meanwhile, the insurgent Ansar al-Sun-
nah Army purportedly posted an Internet
statement Wednesday claiming to have
killed two Turkish drivers they snatched
Feb. 25 for allegedly transferring cement
supplies to the “Crusaders” on the road to
the northern city of Kirkuk. It was not possi-
ble to verify the statement’s authenticity.

The two slain men in Baghdad were
judge Barwez Mohammed Mahmoud
al-Merwani and his son, lawyer Aryan Bar-
wez al-Merwani, according to one of the
judge’s sons, Kikawz Barwez Mohammed
al-Merwani. He said gunmen in a speeding
car raked the pair with gunfire as they
were trying to get into a vehicle outside
their home. The shootings in northern Bagh-
dad’s Azamyiah district on Tuesday
marked the first time any legal staff work-
ing for the Iraqi Special Tribunal have
been killed.

A day before the killings, the tribunal

had issued referrals for five former regime
members — including one of Saddam’s half
brothers — for crimes against humanity.
Referrals are similar to indictments, and
are the final step before trials can start.

In Ramadi, 70 miles west of Baghdad,
clashes erupted between U.S. forces and
gunmen after insurgents detonated road-
side bomb as a U.S. convoy passed. The ex-
plosion missed the convoy, but damaged
two civilian cars that were in flames.

U.S. forces “detained one suspected ter-
rorist, killed two and injured another dur-
ing operations in northern Iraq” on Wednes-
day, the military said in a statement from
Mosul.

The first car bomb exploded outside an
Iraqi army base in central Baghdad that oc-
cupies the former Muthanna airport, which
has been targeted by insurgents several
times over the last year.

An Interior Ministry security official,
Ayad Hadi al-Maliki, said six people were
killed and 25 people were wounded in the
blast, 15 of them civilians. A senior Interior
Ministry official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said at least eight people died in
the blast.

In a statement posted on the Internet,
al-Qaida in Iraq purportedly claimed re-
sponsibility for the Muthanna airport at-
tack, saying it was a “martyrdom” opera-
tion. The authenticity of the statement
could not be verified.

About an hour later, another car bomb ex-
ploded in southern Baghdad’s Doura neigh-
borhood, killing four Iraqi soldiers at an
army checkpoint and wounding three oth-
ers, police said on condition of anonymity.

Associated reporters Sameer N. Yacoub, Patrick
Quinn, and Rawya Rageh in Baghdad contributed to
this report.

Italian soldiers begin arriving in Afghanistan

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, March 1, 2005, at
least 1,499 members of the U.S. mili-
tary have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, according
to an Associated Press count. At least
1,139 died as a result of hostile action,
according to the Defense Department.

The figures include four military ci-
vilians.

The AP count is nine higher than the
Defense Department’s tally, last updat-
ed at 10 a.m. Tuesday.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat oper-
ations in Iraq had ended, 1,361 U.S.
military members have died, accord-
ing to AP’s count. That includes at
least 1,030 deaths resulting from hos-
tile action, according to the military’s
numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the
military:

� A U.S. soldier died Tuesday from
injuries sustained in a vehicle accident
near Bayji, Iraq.

The latest identifications reported
by the military:

� Army 2nd Lt. Richard B. Gienau,
29, Longview, Iowa; died Sunday in Ra-
madi, Iraq, from injuries sustained
when an explosive hit his vehicle; as-
signed to the National Guard’s 224th
Engineer Battalion, Burlington, Iowa.

� Army Pfc. Min S. Choi, 21, River
Vale, N.J.; died Saturday in Abertha,
Iraq, when an explosive detonated
near his patrol; assigned to the 6th
Squadron, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 4th
Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort
Stewart, Ga.

� Army Pvt. Landon S. Giles, 19, In-
diana, Pa.; died Saturday in Abertha,
Iraq, when an explosive detonated
near his patrol; assigned to the 6th
Squadron, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 4th
Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort
Stewart, Ga.

� Army Pfc. Chassan S. Henry, 20,
West Palm Beach, Fla.; died Friday in
Ramadi, Iraq, from injuries sustained
in an explosion; assigned to the 1st Bat-
talion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd In-
fantry Division, Camp Hovey, Korea.

� Army Staff Sgt. Alexander B.
Crackel, 31, Wilstead Bedford, United
Kingdom; died Thursday in Iraq’s
Anbar province from small arms fire;
assigned to the 1st Battalion, 9th Infan-
try Regiment, Camp Hovey, Korea.

� Army Spc. Michael S. Deem, 35,
Rockledge, Fla., died Thursday in
Baghdad, Iraq, from non-combat relat-
ed injuries; assigned to the Special
Troops Battalion, 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Above: Two boys catch the spray
as a man hoses down a burning

car in Ramadi, an insurgent
stronghold 70 miles west of

Baghdad, on Wednesday. Clashes
erupted between U.S. forces and
gunmen after insurgents detonat-

ed a roadside bomb as a U.S.
convoy passed. The explosion

missed the convoy, but damaged
two civilian cars.

Right: Ali Muntather is carried
by his father, Muntather Ahmed

Ali, after being treated following a
car crash caused by a bomb

explosion outside the Iraqi army
base in central Baghdad.

AP photos

Saddam tribunal judge, lawyer fatally shot
2 car bombs kill at
least 12 Iraqi troops
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon is not trying hard
enough to defeat the makeshift roadside bombs that
are the leading killer of U.S. troops in Iraq, the com-
mander of American forces in the Middle East said.

Pentagon statistics show that over the past two
months, the homemade, easy-to-hide weapons have
accounted for a significantly higher share of U.S. bat-
tle deaths. In the final 10 days of February, for exam-
ple, roadside bombs caused at least 15 of the 22 battle
deaths.

In the first two months of this year, roadside bombs
accounted for 56 percent of all battle deaths. In the
final four months of 2004 they accounted for 19 per-
cent, according to Pentagon figures.

Army Gen. John Abizaid, the commander of U.S.
Central Command, told the Senate Armed Services
Committee he was satisfied that the right people, with
sufficient funds, were working on the problem.

“But I’m not satisfied that we have come up with
the solutions that we could if we really rolled up our
sleeves and looked at it the way it needs to be looked
at,” Abizaid said. That statement was the most direct
public challenge to the Pentagon’s approach to this
deadly problem.

The problem of roadside bombs, which the U.S. mili-
tary calls improvised explosive devices, or IEDs, has
bedeviled the Pentagon since they began appearing in
the summer of 2003.

Marine Corps Gen. Peter Pace, vice chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the Senate Budget Com-
mittee on Tuesday that all U.S. military vehicles in
Iraq will be outfitted with the best armor by summer.
Until then some will rely on the less effective add-on
armor, which some soldiers have dubbed “hillbilly
armor” because it is an improvised solution.

BY AMIT R. PALEY

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — For a half-century,
the clangorous machines at American
Metal Fabricators have churned out stain-
less-steel salad bars and rotisserie-chick-
en display cases for grocery stores and
university cafeterias.

Last year, however, the family-owned
factory near the Chesapeake Bay took on
a new mission: vehicle armor for the U.S.
military.

To meet the demand for equipment in
Iraq, the Pentagon increasingly has turned
to what it calls “nontraditional” vendors,
with little or no defense experience. The
military said it does not keep figures, but
Paul Kern, who retired last month as com-
manding general of Army Materiel Com-
mand, estimated it has used thousands of
such firms in the past two years.

“I guess everybody who does war work
has got more than they can handle,” said
James Phillip Poole, president of Ameri-
can Metal Fabricators in Prince Freder-
ick, Md., about 40 miles southeast of here.

The stakes were particularly high for
his 100 employees when they added
armor to their regular line of food service
equipment in February 2004. Not only did
they face a sharply increased workload,
they did so knowing that every piece of
metal they sliced and welded could make
a life-or-death difference. Reports of un-
dersupplied soldiers scrounging for scrap
metal to cover their vehicles added to the
gravity of the task.

“These people are depending on this to
be strong and dependable. I’ve got to
make sure it is,” said John Credeur, 20, be-
fore focusing his blowtorch on the pieces
of iron he was welding together into wind-
shield frames.

“It makes me feel like I’m part of some-
thing. To see that my hard work is helping
our troops, it makes me feel good.”

The company, founded by Poole’s fa-
ther in 1946 in his basement, had $10 mil-
lion in sales last year. It made salad bars
and other food equipment.

That was before a military supplier
asked Poole whether he could also pro-
duce 2,000 sets of steel armor plates to
frame 170-pound bulletproof windshields
for the Army’s Humvees. Workers were
excited, though a bit perplexed.

“We were astonished that we got it,”
foreman Tony Hardesty, 38, said. “We’ve
never done black ironwork before. We
were like, man, we’re doing Hummers!”

First, they had to figure out how to de-
sign the armor. The Army sent no blue-
prints, just the hulking front of a Humvee
(for reference) and formidable technical
specifications: The armor, for example,
had to be strong enough to hold the wind-
shield onto the Humvee frame even if the
vehicle hit an eight-inch curb at 80 mph.

“We were just going completely fresh,”
said Glen Knott, who spent three 11-hour
days on a computer design program to
find a way for the company’s machines to
bend and punch sheets of metal into wind-
shield frames.

Military tests revealed a problem with
the initial design: Rounds from an M-14
could pierce the two quarter-inch-thick
plates of armor between panes of the
windshield. So Poole added a third sheet.

The military contract created an over-
whelming amount of work, coming during
an already busy spring. The Pentagon
often allowed only six weeks to fill compli-
cated orders, causing some workers to put
in 12-hour shifts and work weekends.

“We were busy as hell,” said Poole, who
sometimes woke at 2 a.m. to get the work
done.

As they finished the first order, new re-
quests poured in. The firm has produced
more than 8,000 sets of armored wind-
shield frames.

It’s been easy to get employees to meet
the production targets, Poole said.

“You just feel like you’re helping sol-
diers,” Hardesty said.

General: Pentagon
not doing enough
to halt IED deaths

BY ANN SCOTT TYSON

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Gen. John Abiza-
id, commander of U.S. forces in the
Middle East, said Tuesday that the
strength of the Iraqi insurgency is wan-
ing as a result of momentum from elec-
tions, and he predicted Iraqi security
forces would be leading the fight
against insurgents in most of Iraq by
the end of 2005.

While acknowledging that Iraq’s
Sunni Arab insurgency gained intensi-
ty from November through January
compared with the previous year, Abi-
zaid told a Senate panel that the insur-
gents’ failure to disrupt Jan. 30 elec-
tions marked a turning point and indi-
cated declining popular support.

Insurgents fielded only “around
3,500” fighters on election day, he
said, citing U.S. intelligence estimates.
Earlier U.S. intelligence had put the
number of core Iraqi and foreign fight-
ers at as many as 20,000.

“Why didn’t they put more people in
the field? Where were they?” Abizaid
asked in testimony before the Senate
Armed Services Committee.

“They threw their whole force at us,
and yet they were unable to disturb
the elections. I think that the voting in
Iraq, the political process that’s going
on ... have driven those numbers [of in-
surgents] down.”

Abizaid’s remarks came in a rela-
tively upbeat assessment of the war in
Iraq and political progress elsewhere
in the Middle East and Central Asia,
where he oversees American forces as
head of U.S. Central Command. His
comments were somewhat unusual be-
cause other senior U.S. defense and
military officials have been reluctant
in recent weeks to quantify the Iraqi in-
surgency, despite questioning from
Congress.

Still, Abizaid warned that the insur-
gency tends to ebb and flow from re-
gion to region depending on political
events and military offensives — and
he said more violence is inevitable.
Moreover, he said foreign fighters
flowing across the border into Iraq
from Syria remain a threat that the
Syrian government has not done
enough to stop, despite its handover to
Iraqi officials in recent days of Sadd-
am Hussein’s half-brother. While
“there appears to be some change of at-
titude” by Damascus, he said, Syria re-
mains “very unhelpful” in curbing the
infiltration of fighters.

About 90 battalions of Iraqi security
forces are lightly armed and have lim-
ited mobility around the country com-

pared with U.S. troops, he said, but
their chief weakness is a fledgling
chain of command. To bolster Iraqi ca-
pabilities and leadership, the U.S. mili-
tary plans to increase the number of
advisers embedded with Iraqi forces,
although the size of the increase is
pending. A decision must be made by
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld,
Abizaid said. “We’re trying to figure
out how much augmentation will be re-
quired,” he said.

Asked by lawmakers about irregu-
lar Iraqi militia springing up around
the country, Abizaid said the help of
such militia in providing security for
the elections was “in some ways a
good thing.” In the long run, however,
they should be incorporated with Iraqi
government forces. “Ultimately ... it’s
destabilizing,” he said.

‘You just feel like you’re helping soldiers’

THE WASHINGTON POST/LATWP

John Credeur works with a tungsten inert gas

welder to join pieces of a windshield retaining

armor, for vehicles in Iraq, at the American

Metal Fabricators factory in Maryland.

Factory known for making salad bars now constructs armor bound for Iraq

Abizaid: Iraqi insurgency’s strength waning

AP

Gen. John Abizaid, commander of the U.S. Central Command, appears before the

Senate Armed Services Committee for testimony regarding a defense authoriza-

tion budget request for military strategy and operational requirements Tuesday

on Capitol Hill in Washington.

These people are

depending on this to

be strong and

dependable. I’ve got to

make sure it is.

John Credeur

welder, American Metal Fabricators
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Goal is to help West African navies foster maritime security on own

USS Emory S. Land taking the ‘first step’

BY SANDRA JONTZ

Stars and Stripes

LIBREVILLE, Gabon — The USS Emory
S. Land’s current deployment to Cameroon,
Gabon and Ghana will serve as “a first step”
in helping the West African navies foster
maritime security on their own, a Navy lead-
er said.

“It’s a military-to-military effort with a
main focus on theater security mission. …
We’re providing lessons in shore-line securi-
ty” that the African navies can use to curb il-
legal trafficking or provide protection of fish-
eries, said Rear Adm. C. Van Mauney, direc-
tor of Navy Europe Plans and Operations
and Commander Submarines Allied Naval
Forces South.

The nations in the oil-rich Gulf of Guinea
face problems with smuggling and piracy, as
well as illegal dealings in drugs and weap-
ons.

In late January, the Emory S. Land, based
in Sardinia, Italy, began the two-month de-
ployment with its main mission of teaching
the African navies how to counter those prob-
lems, officials said.

Then, this summer, the U.S. Coast Guard
will follow on the Land’s mission, Petty Offic-
er Donnie Brzuska said.

The 270-foot cutter USCGC Bear, based in
Portsmouth, Va., and a crew of about 100,
will “do humanitarian missions, search and
rescue, maritime law enforcement, damage
control and maintenance and repair of engi-
neering systems,” with the same African
navies, Brzuska said.

“We’re working with the Navy in develop-
ing a regional engagement plan, following
the mission the Emory S. Land started
there,” Brzuska said. The idea for the 2005
Gulf of Guinea deployment grew from an Oc-
tober regional maritime security conference,
in which naval leaders from 17 nations met
to discuss ways forces could counter those
nations’ maritime problems and protect oil
rigs against possible terrorist attacks.

Military visitors from countries such as
Ghana, Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe and
Nigeria are aboard the 646-foot Emory S.
Land. By the end of the deployment, they
will have received about 1,500 hours of les-
sons ranging from navigation and seaman-
ship to search and rescue, anti-terrorism
force protection and dealing with the news
media, said ship spokesman Lt. j.g. Greg
Flores. Aboard, too, are observers from Brit-
ain, Portugal, Spain and France.

In addition to the problems the navies face
in controlling illegal activities off their
shores is that they don’t have much of a navy
to speak of. Many of Gabon’s vessels, for ex-
ample, sit in dry dock in Port Gentil, corrod-
ed and not seaworthy, U.S. sailors said.

“Years and years of the lack of preventa-
tive maintenance has destroyed at lot of their
ships,” said Chief Petty Officer Robert
Hewitt, an engineman.

Instead of just doing the repair work for
the African navies, Hewitt said, U.S. sailors
are training African sailors so “they can be
self-sustaining.”

The Emory S. Land also has taken on a dip-
lomatic role and humanitarian missions.

While in Douala, Cameroon, Port Gentil
and Libreville, Gabon, and soon in Sekondi,
Ghana, sailors will perform community-rela-
tions projects such as refurbishing orphanag-
es and schools or playing soccer with local
children.

“People of these countries see the U.S.
Navy and think all we do is fight wars,” said
Chaplain (Lt. Cmdr.) Gabriel Mensah, a na-
tive of Ghana. “We’re here to show the other
side of the U.S. Navy.”

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:

jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil

The Associated Press

PARIS — The release of a
video cassette of a French report-
er missing in Iraq is a sign that
she may be alive and raises hope
for her eventual release, France’s
government said Wednesday.

The tape is “a new sign of life,”
Prime Minister Jean-Pierre Raf-
farin told parliament.

But Raffarin also cautioned
that there have been no claims of
responsibility for Florence Aube-
nas’ disappearance and “no dia-

logue has been stabilized” with
her captors.

The tape, left Tuesday at the of-
fices of an international news
agency in Baghdad, was the first
public sign that Aubenas was
alive after she and her interpret-
er, Hussein Hanoun al-Saadi, dis-
appeared Jan. 5.

In the tape, Aubenas asked for
support from Didier Julia, a law-
maker from French President

Jacques Chirac’s governing party
who carried out a failed effort to
free two French reporters taken
hostage in Iraq last year. The two
men, Christian Chesnot and
Georges Malbrunot, were re-
leased in December after four
months of captivity.

Raffarin told parliament that
he has instructed France’s exter-
nal intelligence agency, the
DGSE, to contact Julia to see if he

has any information that could
help free Aubenas, a veteran re-
porter for the Paris-based daily
Liberation.

It is unclear why Aubenas
called for Julia’s help. Suspicions
are that she was forced to by her
captors. The lawmaker had con-
tacts with the regime of Saddam
Hussein and says he still has
sources in the region.

Speaking on TF1 television

Tuesday, Julia said Aubenas’ hos-
tage-takers are “people who
know me and who, probably, I
know.”

But Julia also seems to be try-
ing to leverage Aubenas’ appeal
to get French authorities to drop
an investigation against him and
his associates for their botched at-
tempt to intervene in the Ches-
not-Malbrunot hostage crisis.

In an interview published
Wednesday, Julia said he could
“do nothing” for Aubenas be-
cause “the government has put
chains around my feet.”

PHOTO BY SANDRA JONTZ/Stars and Stripes

The USS Emory S. Land, a submarine tender homeporting in La Maddalena, Sardinia, is anchored about three miles from the shores of

Libreville, the capital of Gabon.

Video raises hope for kidnapped reporter
Frenchwoman disappeared in Iraq on Jan. 5

Anti-war
resolutions
pass in 40
Vt. towns

BY LISA RATHKE

The Associated Press

UNDERHILL, Vt. — In this town
of 3,000, nearly everyone knows
someone fighting in Iraq. And that
made an anti-war resolution very
personal, a fact proponents and oppo-
nents tried to use to their advantage.

“I think this is a very relevant dis-
cussion to have here today,” said pro-
ponent Matt Stiles. “The deployment
of our Vermont Guard troops has
had a very deep impact on our com-
munities. I think probably most ev-
eryone here knows someone who
has been deployed to Iraq.”

Fifty-three residents are serving
or have served in Iraq under the Ver-
mont National Guard.

Stiles called on his neighbors to
adopt an amended resolution pushed
by opponents of the war that sug-
gests the military is too reliant on
guard troops and calls for a move to-
ward the withdrawal of troops from
Iraq.

Similar resolutions were before
voters in roughly 50 communities
across the state, mixed in among
Town Meeting Day discussions on
town budgets and other local issues.

Although not all towns had report-
ed their results, organizers of the ini-
tiative counted 40 towns where some
version of the resolution passed,
three where it failed, three where
voters decided not to vote on it —
and one where the vote was a tie.

“It’s very exciting as much be-
cause of the quality of the debate,”
said Ben Scotch, an organizer of the
campaign and retired executive di-
rector of the Vermont chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union. “It’s
not as if [people] agreed. People
have not agreed about this war. ...
But we’re learning to talk about
these things.”

Vermont, one of the most rural
states in the country, sends one of
the highest proportion of its popula-
tion to the military.

Several studies have said the state
— with 14 killed in the war — has the
highest per capita death toll of any
state.

Among other communities where
the resolution was approved were
Brattleboro, Burlington, Norwich,
Hinesburg, Marshfield, Rocking-
ham, Thetford, Weathersfield, West-
minster, Weybridge, Johnson and
Greensboro.
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BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The De-
fense Department will add about
2,300 new special operations forc-
es to its rolls over the next four
years, including two Navy SEAL
team equivalents and about 500
Green Berets, the commander of
U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand told Congress this week.

Gen. Bryan D. Brown said the
extra personnel are needed to
keep up with the current demand
on the elite teams, both for
small-scale individual missions
and as support for larger, multi-
force operations.

“The old paradigm was any
place, anytime,” Brown said.
“Today, we are focused on key
areas that have an impact on the
global war on terror.”

About 1,400 of those new troops
will be ready by October 2006,

Brown said. Recruitment and
training for the posts usually take
12 to 24 months.

For the last year, about 6,100
special operations personnel
have been deployed worldwide,
the highest sustained level of ac-
tivity ever, Brown said.

About 20
percent of
that number
are reserv-
ists, mostly
serving as
civil affairs
and psycho-
logical opera-
tions offic-
ers.

While
other mili-
tary special-
ties are facing recruiting and re-

tention shortfalls, Brown said he

has not seen similar problems so

far. All special operations person-

nel are eligible for education ben-

efits, and other targeted bonuses
have also kept applicants interest-
ed.

But he did admit that the global
demand on the special forces
“has stretched the ability to train
at the level we would like to.”

The defense budget under con-
sideration before Congress does
include additional money for
training and support services for
the special operations teams.
Brown said those plans must go
forward to ensure future person-
nel meet the same standards as
existing troops.

New focus on drugs

Gen. John P. Abizaid, com-
mander of U.S. Central Com-
mand, told members of the House
Armed Services Committee that
military forces in Afghanistan
need to focus on counter-narcot-
ics work as well as counter-terror-

ist efforts for that country’s new
government to succeed.

“There’s no doubt we have to
be concerned about poppy cultiva-

tion and the
drug trade,”
he said.
“Counter-dr
ug needs to
be up on the
overall strat-
egy list.”

He added
that he ex-
pects the pro-
cess of re-
moving the
lucrative, il-

legal drug sales from the Afghan
economy to be a long and difficult

process.

“What we don’t want to do is

adopt a program that will send
the country back into insurgen-

cy,” he said. “We have to have a

smart, well-organized strategy

that doesn’t penalize the poor

farmer who doesn’t have any
other choices.”

However, Abizaid noted that
U.S. forces cannot simply decide
to take the lead role in ending Af-
ghanistan’s drug trade.

Currently British authorities in
Afghanistan are charged with
monitoring and pursuing interna-
tional narcotics issues within Af-
ghanistan, and U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Agency officials oversee all
American anti-drug efforts
around the world.

Special Forces troops deployed
as part of Operation Enduring
Freedom have conducted some re-
connaissance and narcotics sei-
zure over the last several years,
Brown said.

Abizaid said Afghan officials
have begun addressing the prob-
lem with new counter-narcotics
teams and a special panel to inves-
tigate the issue.

E-mail Leo Shane III at:

shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Abizaid

Brown

BY JON R. ANDERSON

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — U.S. military offi-
cials are in negotiations with host nations
to consolidate Army, Navy and Air Force
special operations units now spread
throughout Europe to a consolidated out-
post either in Spain or Sicily, according to
the top commander of military forces in Eu-
rope.

Any plan would go to Congress for fund-
ing.

In an exclusive interview with Stars and
Stripes, Marine Gen. James Jones, the
chief of U.S. European Command, said the
proposal is part of his sweeping reorganiza-
tion of forces in Europe that will return
thousands of troops back to the United
States and consolidate remaining units into
a small group of new basing hubs.

Jones hopes to reorga-
nize forces to tackle emerg-
ing threats in Eastern Eu-
rope, the Caucasus and
much of Africa.

The Army will see the
most changes, with 239 in-
stallations spread across
16 major communities
mostly in Germany whit-
tled down to a few dozen in-
stallations at five main
hubs — four in Germany
and one in Italy.

Jones said those five
hubs would include the
Grafenwöhr training area
including Wiesbaden; Ho-
henfels-Vilseck; posts near Ramstein Air
Base, including Kaiserslautern and Baum-
holder; a new consolidated aviation bri-
gade hub in the Ansbach-Illesheim area;
and Army facilities around Aviano Air
Base, Italy, including an expanded Dal
Molin air field to make room a third air-
borne infantry battalion and new support

units under the Southern European Task
Force.

Congress is getting the bill for the initial
stages for Jones’ plan now, including more
than $1 billion earmarked for next year for
improvements to “enduring” facilities in
Europe.

“There’s sticker shock here. It’s very ex-
pensive,” Jones told Stripes. Although he
could not immediately put a price tag on
the effort, he added, “It’s a big bill. It’s a
huge bill.”

Also, the upcoming Base Realignment
and Closure process in the United States
will play a key role in Europe’s plans, said
Jones, especially in determining where
units will relocate as they leave.

Meanwhile, he said, “tweaking contin-
ues” on the overall plan.

Tucked inside Jones’ prepared testimo-
ny before Congress this week are a slew of

new details on what that
plan includes. Among
them:

� Special Operations —
Currently the Army’s 1st
Battalion, 10th Special Forc-
es Group is based in Germa-
ny, the Navy’s SEAL teams
split are between Spain and
Germany and the Air Forc-
es 325th Special Operations
Group based in England.
Jones said he hopes to con-
solidate the units onto one
base. The two best candi-
dates, he said, are existing
Navy bases in either Rota,

Spain, or Sigonella, Sicily. “We are looking
for a position south of the Alps to better
place our center of mass for special opera-
tions,” Jones told Stripes.

� Aviation Brigade — A “Multifunction
Aviation Brigade” will be created in the
Ansbach/Illesheim area. It will include two
Apache battalions, plus lift and aviation

support units.

� Enabler Brigade — A new “combat en-
abler” brigade will be created at
Grafenwöhr, where new barracks and fam-
ily housing units are now being built. The
brigade will include artillery, engineer,
MPs, signal and logistics units.

� Stryker Brigade — One of the new
all-wheeled Stryker brigades will go to
Vilseck, adjacent to Grafenwöhr, expected
sometime around 2007.

� Eastern European Task Force — The
new Army headquarters will be based in
Eastern Europe, with brigade-sized rota-
tional units from Europe and the United
States going to new bare-bones “forward
operating sites” in Romania and Bulgaria.
One of the Stryker brigade’s battalions will
be the first to rotate to Eastern Europe
shortly after it arrives in Grafenwöhr.

� Black Sea pre-position site — Jones
told Stripes he hopes to establish an addi-
tional brigade-sized storehouse of gear and
equipment on the Black Sea to augment ex-

isting sites in Italy and Norway, as well as
beef up his flotilla of sea-based gear. “As
we get out of the heavy divisions, we don’t
want to get out of the heavy equipment so
that we can rapidly transition to a bigger
force if we need it,” said Jones.

� Re-basing schedule — Plans call for
1st Infantry Division to return to the Unit-
ed States first, beginning in the summer of
2006, said Jones, followed by 1st Armored
Division after it gets back from its upcom-
ing deployment to Iraq. The merger of V
Corps and USAREUR at Wiesbaden will
be the last major movement. Jones empha-
sized, however, that the time line is subject
to change as the war in Iraq, the BRAC pro-
cess and competing funding priories all
play out.

“The plan is on the table,” Jones. “There
are a lot of eager people out there waiting
to do things, but we need decisions and we
need resources.”

E-mail Jon Anderson at:

jon.anderson@stripes.osd.mil

Plan would group all special ops at outpost
south of Alps; Army to be split among 5 hubs

Jones details EUCOM
consolidation proposal

General: DOD to add special ops troops

GEOFFREY CARTER/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Soldiers from the 1st Infantry Division Rear Operations Center undergo convoy live fire

training at Grafenwöhr, Germany, as part of their pre-deployment training. A new brigade

may be stationed at Grafenwöhr as part of the Army’s transformation efforts.

There’s sticker

shock here. It’s

very expensive.

It’s a big bill.

It’s a huge bill.

Marine Gen.

James Jones

Chief of U.S.

European Command
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BY HOPE YEN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Ten Com-
mandments displays should be al-
lowed on government property
because they pay tribute to Amer-
ica’s religious and legal history,
the Supreme Court was told
Wednesday, in cases that could
render a new definition of the
role that religion plays in the life
of the nation.

“The idea of having a fence
around the Ten Commandments
to make clear the state has noth-
ing to do with it, I think that is
bending it too far,” said acting So-
licitor General Paul Clement, in
arguing against a strict First
Amendment wall between
church and state.

David Friedman, an attorney
for the American Civil Liberties
Union who is challenging court-
house displays in Kentucky coun-
tered: “An assertion that the Ten
Commandments is THE source,
THE foundation of our legal sys-
tem … that is simply wrapping
the Ten Commandments in the
flag, and that’s endorsement.”

In their comments and ques-
tions from the bench, justices
were reluctant to adopt a blanket
ban on such displays. They strug-
gled to formulate a clear constitu-
tional rule that could determine
the fate of thousands of religious

symbols on public property
around the country, including
one in their own courtroom featur-
ing Moses holding the sacred tab-
lets.

Justice Antonin Scalia noted
that legislative proclamations
and prayer invoking God’s name

are permissible. “I don’t see why
the one is good and the other is
bad,” he said.

In the high court’s first confron-
tation with the Ten Command-
ments issue in a quarter-century,
a case from Texas also was being
argued.

Erwin Chemerinsky, a lawyer
representing a man who seeks its
removal, told the justices the dis-
play is a “religious symbol.”

The prominence of the display
on the capitol grounds and the
fact that so many of the command-
ments deal with God “does pro-

mote religion,” he maintained.

Monuments carrying the Ten
Commandments are common in
town squares, courthouses and
other government-owned land
around the country. Lawyers chal-
lenging these displays argue that
they violate the First Amendment
ban on any law “respecting an es-
tablishment of religion,” or sim-
ply represent a secular tribute to
America’s legal heritage.

The question has sparked doz-
ens of heated legal battles, includ-
ing one in Alabama by Roy
Moore. He lost his job as chief jus-
tice a year ago after defying a fed-
eral order to remove a
5,300-pound Ten Command-
ments monument he had in-
stalled in the state courthouse.

More than 50 groups have filed
“friend-of-the-court” briefs
weighing in on the issue.

About two dozen demonstra-
tors gathered in front of the Su-
preme Court in the icy cold for
rallies following a candlelight
vigil by supporters of the dis-
plays.

“I don’t think government
should be in the business of moral-
ity,” said David Condo, 40, of
Beltsville, Md., as protesters
wrapped in parkas, scarves and
ear muffs marched nearby.

The Associated Press

ARNOLD, Md. — President Bush on Wednesday
demanded in blunt terms that Syria get out of Leba-
non, saying the free world is in agreement that
Damascus’ authority over the political affairs of its
neighbor must end now.

He applauded the strong message sent to Syria
when Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and
French Foreign Minister Michel Barnier held a
joint news conference on London on Tuesday.

“Both of them stood up and said loud and clear to
Syria, ‘You get your troops and your secret services
out of Lebanon so that good democracy has a
chance to flourish,” Bush said during an appear-
ance at a community college in Maryland to tout his
job training programs.

The world, Bush said, “is speaking with one voice
when it comes to making sure that democracy has a
chance to flourish in Lebanon.”

The president’s words, taken with those from
Rice and others in the Bush administration this
week, amount to the strongest pressure to date on
Syria from Washington.

“Syria knows the concerns of the international
community, and they know what they need to do to
change their behavior and become a constructive
member of the region and the international commu-
nity,” White House press secretary Scott McClellan
said earlier Wednesday.

Turkish ambassador Osman Faruk Logoglu
urged the administration to offer trade and other
economic and diplomatic incentives to Syria.

“The chances of Syria withdrawing are greater
than ever before,” Logoglu told reporters. “But it is
obviously going to take a long time.”

The Associated Press

CUMBERLAND CITY, Tenn. — A
school bus driver was shot to death as she
drove her route Wednesday morning and
a male student was taken into custody, au-
thorities said. No students were hurt.

Law enforcement source who spoke on
condition of anonymity told The Associat-
ed Press that the bus driver died.

At the time of the shooting, the bus was
carrying up to 20 schoolchildren of all

ages, said Bill Austin, a supervisor for
Stewart County schools.

The student taken into custody was
identified only as a teenager.

The bus crashed into a utility pole at
the driveway of the student’s home and
knocked out power in the rural neighbor-
hood.

Stewart County school superintendent
Phillip Wallace declined to identify the
driver but said she had worked for the
schools for two years.

The Associated Press

SANTA MARIA, Calif. — Michael Jack-
son’s prosecutors on Wednesday were able
to get a witness to mention child molesta-
tion allegations that the pop star faced in
1993 but which did not result in charges.

The reference was made by a public rela-
tions specialist in front of the jury even
though Superior Court Judge Michael S.
Melville has not yet ruled on whether prose-
cutors in the current child molestation case
will be allowed to present evidence from
1993.

Jackson, 46, is on trial on charges of mo-
lesting a 13-year-old cancer survivor at his
Neverland ranch in 2003, giving him alco-
hol and conspiring to hold the boy’s family
captive.

The mention of the 1993 allegation came
when prosecutors were questioning Ann
Marie Kite, also known as Ann Gabriel
Kite, about public relations problems Jack-

son faced in February 2003.
Kite listed both the Martin Bashir-pro-

duced documentary “Living With Michael
Jackson,” which triggered the current
case, and the leaking of information from
the 1993 allegations to the Web site the-
smokinggun.com. Kite said the latter alle-
gations involved inappropriate actions
with a young boy.

The document released by the Web site
was an affidavit from Jackson’s 1993 accus-
er in which the boy graphically described
alleged molestation by the singer.

“In combination with the Bashir docu-
mentary, I felt it was beyond a disaster,”
Kite said.

Defense attorney Thomas Mesereau Jr.
objected to questions about 1993, and the
judge cautioned jurors that they were only
to consider the testimony as it related to ex-
plaining Kite’s motivations and not for the
“truth of the matter.”

Bush says Syria
must pull troops
from Lebanon

Tenn. school bus driver
killed; student in custody

Prosecution in Jackson case
brings up previous allegations

Blake trial arguments

LOS ANGELES — In his old
days on “Baretta,” actor Robert
Blake played the good guy. On
Wednesday, a prosecutor was
ready to tell a jury in closing argu-
ments that Blake crossed the line
and became a killer.

Blake, 71, is accused of murder-
ing his wife, Bonny Lee Bakley,
less than six months after their
marriage. Prosecutors have tried
to prove that Blake shot her out-
side a Studio City restaurant after
failing to persuade two former
stuntmen to do the job.

After closing arguments, the
jury could get the case on Friday.

If convicted of murder, two
counts of solicitation of murder
and a special circumstance of
lying in wait, Blake could be sen-

tenced to life in prison.

Funds for ID theft fight

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Law
enforcement officials attending
the state’s first summit on identi-
ty theft asked Tuesday for more
money to combat the crime in Cal-
ifornia, the only state believed to
have more than 1 million victims
last year.

Authorities sought assistance
from politicians, businesses and
consumer advocates in their
quest to prevent identity theft
and crack down on thieves.

Sheriffs, legislators, postal
workers and consumer watch-
dogs want to increase funding for
prosecutors and for five state
task forces dedicated to identity
theft. Current funding is about
$12.4 million per year.

From The Associated Press

AP

The Rev. Ken Johnson, center, from Seaman, Ohio, and Rev. Rob Schenck, right, president of Faith and

Action join other members of clergy from numerous Christian faiths in prayers services for the Ten Com-

mandments in front of the Supreme Court on Tuesday in Washington.

High court tackles Commandments debate
IN THE STATES
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Lawmakers examine reports of U.N. mismanagement

The Associated Press

SALINA, Kan. — Millionaire
adventurer Steve Fossett discov-
ered a serious problem with the
fuel system of his custom-built
plane Wednesday, forcing him to
consider abandoning his quest to
become the first person to fly solo
nonstop around the world without
refueling.

“There’s a big go, no-go deci-
sion that the team has to make,”
said project manager Paul Moore
as Fossett’s mission control team
was reviewing data.

Fossett and his GlobalFlyer
were still over Japan shortly after
11 a.m. EST, and he had decided
to fly on toward Hawaii. He’ll de-
cide there whether to continue
heading east for the U.S. main-
land.

“This is a huge setback,” Fos-
sett said from the plane, accord-
ing to a statement issued by his
mission control staff. “I have not
that high a level of confidence at
this point.”

Moore said fuel sensors in the

13 tanks differ from readings of
how quickly the plane’s single jet
engine was burning fuel. Moore
said the crew had been forced to
assume that 2,600 pounds of the
original 18,100 pounds of fuel
“disappeared” early in the flight.

It wasn’t clear whether the
problem was with the instru-
ments that track how much fuel
remains or if some fuel had been
lost because of a leak, Fossett’s
team said.

The GlobalFlyer was estimated
to have about 5,500 pounds of fuel
left as Fossett approached Japan.
Moore said that was about 15 per-
cent less than the team estimated
he needed to finish his flight.

“Understandably, Steve’s way
down,” Moore said.

Fossett, 60, still might be able
to finish the flight on his original
path, if a tail wind in the jet
stream remains strong enough to
push him across the Pacific.

Before the fuel problem was
discovered, Fossett had estimat-
ed he would complete the
23,000-mile journey at midday
Thursday. He already holds the
record for flying solo around the
globe in a balloon, as well as doz-
ens of other aviation and sailing
records.

The project is being financed
by Virgin Atlantic founder Sir Ri-
chard Branson, a longtime friend
and fellow adventurer.

BY DAVID ESPO

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republi-
cans attacked the AARP as well
as congressional Democrats on
Wednesday as they struggled to
build momentum behind Presi-
dent Bush’s call for personal in-
vestment accounts under Social
Security.

The AARP, which claims 35
million members age 50 and
older, is “against a solution that
hasn’t been written yet,” said
House Majority Leader Tom
DeLay after a closed-door meet-
ing with the GOP rank and file.

He called the group’s opposi-
tion to personal accounts irrespon-
sible and hypocritical, adding
that it sells mutual funds to its
own membership.

A spokeswoman for the organi-
zation had no immediate com-
ment.

DeLay and Speaker Dennis
Hastert also criticized congres-
sional Democrats, who are virtual-
ly united in opposition to Bush’s
plans.

“The party of no,” Hastert
called them.

Hastert and DeLay talked with
reporters after meeting with law-
makers just back from a week
spent sampling public opinion on
Social Security. DeLay said the
session produced “not one nega-
tive comment by the members.”

At the same time, both he and
Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist
left open the possibility on Tues-
day that final action may not be
possible this year, and the Texas
Republican conceded that oppo-
nents of Bush’s plans were better
organized than supporters.

Both DeLay and Hastert said
Republicans are determined to
move ahead with Bush’s propos-
als, and several Republicans said
they believe the president’s na-
tional campaigning is slowly rais-
ing public awareness of the issue.

Bush and congressional Repub-

licans have consistently sought to
coax Democrats into negotiations
on Social Security. Democrats
have just as insistently resisted,
arguing that since Republicans
control the White House and both
houses of Congress, they must
first present a comprehensive So-
cial Security proposal of their
own.

Democrats contend Bush and
Republicans want to cut benefits
to pay for privatizing part of the
Depression-era program, and
have made clear they intend to
try and use the issue at the 2006
elections.

Bush has said his plan would
guarantee that Social Security
benefits would remain un-
changed for retirees and workers
age 55 and over.

Younger Americans would be
allowed to invest a portion of
their payroll taxes on their own.
In exchange they would receive a
lower government benefit than
they are now guaranteed, on the
assumption that the proceeds of
their investments would make up
the difference. In addition,
though, even younger voters who
choose not to establish personal
accounts would receive a reduced
government benefit under Bush’s
plan, according to GOP congres-
sional officials who have been
briefed on the plan.

Plea in terror charge

DETROIT — A man ac-
cused of hosting fund-raising
meetings for a Muslim guerril-
la group at his home pleaded
guilty to a terrorism charge,
prosecutors said.

Federal prosecutors an-
nounced Tuesday that Mah-
moud Youssef Kourani hosted
meetings in 2002 at which a
speaker from Lebanon solicit-
ed donations for the group
Hezbollah, which the United
States has designated as a ter-
rorist organization.

Under a plea agreement,
Kourani, 33, faces no more
than five years in prison, The
Detroit News reported. Sentenc-
ing is scheduled for Jne 14.

Fault found with Ford

CRYSTAL CITY, Texas — A
Zavala County jury has hit
Ford Motor Co. with a $28 mil-
lion verdict in a fatal rollover,
despite evidence that the driv-
er had been drinking before
the accident and was driving
at an unsafe speed.

The decision awarded anoth-
er $3 million in damages
against Saul Guerrero Jr., who
was behind the wheel of the
2000 Explorer at the time of
the May 2003 crash.

Corina Garcia and Diana Ali-
cia Alonzo, both 19, were
thrown from the vehicle and
killed. Passenger Arturo Guer-
rero, 18, and driver Saul Guer-
rero Jr., 19, were also ejected
but not seriously injured.

Plaintiff’s lawyers had ar-
gued most of the blame lay
with the automaker for using
tempered side glass despite
learning more than 30 years
ago that laminated glass re-
duced the risk of passengers
being ejected in a wreck.

Ga. executes man

JACKSON, Ga. — A man
was executed for the slaying of
a pizza shop manager during a
1991 robbery spree. It was the
second execution in Georgia
this year.

Stephen A. Mobley, 39, was
pronounced dead at 8 p.m.
Tuesday after he was given an
injection of chemicals at the
state prison at Jackson.

From The Associated Press

BY KEN GUGGENHEIM

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Members of Congress
pressing for reforms at the United Nations are
looking into possible mismanagement of $219
million in equipment by U.N. officials.

Details of the mismanagement were includ-
ed in a U.N. audit last year and described in a
statement released by the U.S. mission to the
United Nations in October.

That statement received little notice at the
time but is getting fresh attention from the
House International Relations investigations
subcommittee, which will hold a hearing on
U.N. operations Wednesday.

The hearing comes as the International Re-

lations Committee looks to expand its investi-
gation of the U.N. oil-for-food program into a
broader examination of U.N. management.

The Oct. 18 statement by the U.S. mission
referred to a series of problems found by audi-
tors.

It said auditors were unable “to verify the
validity, accuracy and completeness” in the
accounting of equipment by four U.N. pro-
grams: $149.3 million by the U.N. Develop-
ment Program, $57.5 million by the U.N. Popu-
lation Fund, $10 million by the U.N. Office for
Project Services and $2.4 million by the U.N.
Habitat Settlement Rehabilitation Program.

The U.S. mission also raised concerns that
“poor financial management practices” ex-
posed the United Nations to unnecessary risks

and that several U.N. departments lacked stan-
dards for hiring consultants and the selection
process was not competitive.

The issues addressed by the mission add to
the case made by the committee that the Unit-
ed Nations needs major changes. Rep. Henry
Hyde, R-Ill., has suggested he may try to tie
U.S. funding for the organization to reforms.

The U.N. assistant secretary-general for
peacekeeping operations, Jane Holl Lute, ap-
peared before another House International
Relations subcommittee Tuesday and said the
organization is working to stop abuse.

“We will not sit still until the luster of the
blue helmet is restored,” Lute said, referring
to the helmets worn by peacekeepers.

Desmond Butler of The Associated Press contributed
to this report in New York.

AP

Steve Fossett’s Virgin Atlantic GlobalFlyer passes over the Atlas Mountains in Morocco on Tuesday. Million-

aire adventurer Fossett is attempting the first solo, nonstop flight around the globe in the custom-built plane,

although his attempt may be sidelined by a serious problem with the fuel system discovered Wednesday.

Fossett
discovers
problem
with fuel

DeLay, Hastert go on the offensive against AARP,
congressional Democrats in debate on Bush effort

GOP attacks critics of Social Security plan
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BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM

The Associated Press

BETHLEHEM, Pa. — When
the space shuttle Columbia broke
apart over Texas, it scattered
84,000 pieces of debris, most of
which have never been closely an-
alyzed.

Now, two years after the disas-
ter that killed seven astronauts,
Lehigh University students are
getting a rare look at these unex-
amined parts — and NASA hopes
their findings might contribute to
the design of the next generation
of space vehicles.

The eastern Pennsylvania
school known for its engineering
and science programs is the first
university in the nation to be
given access to the shuttle debris.
A shipment of 50 pieces arrived
last week.

Seniors are looking at each part
under powerful electron and light
microscopes, trying to determine
when and why the part stopped
working and how it reacted under
the extreme forces to which it
was subjected.

Microscopy will reveal the “tell-
tale signs of the mode of failure,”
said Lehigh professor Arnold

Marder, a materials science ex-
pert.

NASA’s collaboration with Le-
high is part of a program under
which pieces of the shuttle are
being released to the aerospace in-
dustry for research. Students will
present their findings to NASA of-
ficials in April.

While NASA scientists have
given every piece of debris a cur-
sory examination, most of their ef-
forts were focused on the hunk of
foam that tore away from the fuel
tank during liftoff and caused a
gash in the shuttle’s left wing.
That gash led to Columbia’s de-
struction during re-entry.

Report: Cell phone use while driving increases

WASHINGTON — More people than ever are driving under the
influence of their cell phones, according to a survey released by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The survey released Tuesday showed 8 percent of drivers, or 1.2
million people, were using hand-held or handsfree cell phones dur-
ing daylight hours last year, a 50 percent increase since 2002 and a
100 percent rise in four years.

All that talking is a potential safety issue, said NHTSA spokesman
Rae Tyson.

“While we don’t have hard evidence that there’s been an increase
in the number of crashes, we know that talking on the phone can de-
grade driver performance,” Tyson said.

New York, New Jersey and the District of Columbia prohibit talk-
ing on hand-held cell phones while driving, according to the Gover-
nors Highway Safety Association.

Topeka keeps law barring discrimination

TOPEKA, Kan. — A minister known for picketing the funerals of
AIDS victims failed in his attempt to repeal a Topeka ordinance that
prohibits discrimination against homosexuals in municipal hiring.

The Rev. Fred Phelps Sr. was undaunted after voters upheld the
anti-discrimination measure Tuesday and publicly dared the City
Council to enact another, broader ordinance.

“If you succeed in passing a gay-rights ordinance, the next morn-
ing, we’ll be back on the streets, collecting signatures,” he said.

In final, unofficial results, 53 percent, or 14,285, opposed the re-
peal effort, while 47 percent, or 12,795, voted for the repeal.

Had it passed, the measure also would have blocked future ef-
forts to reinstate such a law for 10 years.

Judge removes citizenship of former Nazi guard

DETROIT — A federal judge stripped a man of his citizenship be-
cause he hid his past as a guard at a Nazi labor camp and should
never have entered the United States.

U.S. District Judge Paul Gadola agreed with government prosecu-
tors who said Iwan Mandycz was an armed guard at the Poniatowa
labor camp near Lublin, Poland, for nearly six months in 1943, the
Detroit Free Press reported in Wednesday’s editions.

The Justice Department first initiated denaturalization proceed-
ings against Mandycz in April 2000.

Mandycz, who is in his 80s, can appeal. If the ruling stands, the
government could initiate deportation proceedings against him.

From The Associated Press

AP

Lehigh University professor Arnold Marder on Monday holds up pieces

of debris from the space shuttle Columbia disaster Monday during his

class at the university’s Whitaker Laboratory’s Failure-Analysis Lab in

Bethlehem, Pa. Students at the school are studying the debris.

College students testing
pieces of doomed shuttle
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With
2,000-pound Cody the bison stand-
ing as a silent witness, the U.S.
Mint marked the return of the buf-
falo nickel Tuesday after a
67-year absence.

Accompanied by Indian danc-
ing, drum-beating and chanting,
U.S. Mint Director Henrietta
Holsman Fore displayed the new
nickels publicly for the first time
during a ceremony on the snowy
grounds of Capitol Hill with Cody

standing patiently next to her, oc-
casionally snorting in the cold air.

Some 97 million of the five-cent
coins are being shipped this week
from the Federal Reserve’s 12 re-
gional banks to local banks
around the country. They should
start showing up in store cash reg-
isters within the next two weeks.

The new nickel features a
jazzed-up profile of Thomas Jef-
ferson on one side and a bison
standing on a clump of grass on
the other side. It marks the return
of the bison to the nickel for the

first time since 1938, when the
Mint changed the design of the
five-cent piece from one depict-
ing an American Indian on one
side and a buffalo on the other.

The bison nickel is the third in a
series of four new nickels that
commemorate the 200th anniver-
sary of the Louisiana Purchase
and the Lewis and Clark Expedi-
tion, both of which occurred dur-
ing the administration of Jeffer-
son, the nation’s third president.

The coins can also be pur-
chased from the Mint’s Web site.

BY DAVID BAUDER

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — “NYPD Blue”
ended its 12-year run with Detec-
tive Andy Sipowicz making a
tough decision that put his new
job as commander in jeopardy.

The 261st and last episode of
the groundbreaking police drama
aired on ABC on Tuesday in the
States after a one-hour retrospec-
tive.

“NYPD Blue” had settled into
old age, in television time, with
only actor Dennis Franz’s Sipow-
icz and Gordon Clapp’s Detective
Greg Medavoy remaining as fea-
tured cast members from the first
season to the last.

Eclipsed by hotter dramas,
“NYPD Blue” inhabited a mid-
dle-of-the-pack No. 49 ranking
among Nielsen Media Research’s
top prime-time shows, with rough-
ly half the regular audience it had
at its peak.

From the beginning, the show
attracted attention for barri-
er-pushing language and content,
including a glimpse of Sipowicz’s
rear end in the shower. But the
quality of co-creators Steven Bo-
chco and David Milch’s series —
it earned 20 Emmys, including
best drama in 1995 — kept view-
ers tuning in.

At one point, Sipowicz wasn’t
even supposed to survive the first
episode. But the flawed every-
man became the show’s emotion-
al center, and earned Franz
Emmys for best actor in 1994,
1996, 1997 and 1999.

David Caruso left after one sea-
son as Sipowicz’s partner, John
Kelly. He was followed by Jimmy
Smits’ Bobby Simone, Rick Schro-
der’s Danny Sorenson and
Mark-Paul Gosselaar’s John
Clark.

Smits narrated the low-key ret-
rospective that preceded the final

episode, explaining the series’
central idea: “What if you took a
format everyone was comfortable
with — a cop show — and turn up
the volume?”

The special was blunt about
how offscreen dramas affected
the show. Milch, who left after the
seventh season, explained how Si-
powicz’s struggles with alcohol-
ism mirrored his own.

“Let’s just say Sipowicz got
sober before I did,” Milch said.

Smits said the chaotic work en-
vironment, with dialogue handed
to him minutes before he was to
go on camera, ultimately led to
his decision to leave. The only
missing piece to the special was
the absence of Caruso, now the
star of CBS’s “CSI: Miami.”

At the end of the special, sever-
al of the cast members took the
time to address fans directly on
camera. The last to go was Franz.

“Thank you,” he said. “Thank
you one and all.”

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — NASA scien-
tists used an infrared telescope to
see past stardust and spot hidden
galaxies more than 11 billion
light-years from the Earth, ac-
cording to a journal article pub-
lished Tuesday.

Scientists used the Spitzer
Space Telescope to find the galax-
ies, the most luminous in the uni-
verse. The galaxies shine with
light equivalent to 10 trillion suns
but were too far away and too
drenched in cosmic dust to be
seen — until now.

“We are seeing galaxies that
are essentially invisible,” said
Professor Dan Weedman of Cor-
nell University, in Ithaca, N.Y.

Weedman co-authored an arti-
cle detailing the discovery in the
latest issue of Astrophysical Jour-
nal Letters.

“Past infrared missions hinted
at the presence of similarly dusty
galaxies over 20 years ago, but
those galaxies were closer.

We had to wait for Spitzer to
peer far enough into the distant
universe to find these,” he said.

Spitzer, a $670 million mission
launched in August 2003, is man-
aged by NASA’s Jet Propulsion

Laboratory in Pasadena. Science
operations are conducted by the
Spitzer Science Center at the Cali-
fornia Institute of Technology.

There are still many unan-
swered questions.

Astronomers say the galaxies’
brightness may stem from a new
breed of quasars, which are pow-
ered by giant black holes, but sci-
entists are unsure where all the
dust comes from. They know
stars churn it out, but they are try-
ing to find out how the cosmic
dust gets stirred through the gal-
axies.

They also want to know if galax-
ies like these will eventually grow
as dim as the Milky Way.

“It’s possible stars like our sun
grew up in dustier, brighter neigh-
borhoods, but we really don’t
know. By studying these galaxies,
we’ll get a better idea of our own
galaxy’s history,” said Professor
James Houck, also of Cornell, and
lead author of the study.

The Cornell-led team identified
31 galaxies that can only be seen
with the aid of Spitzer. The team
also found that more than half of
the galaxies have dust grain
known as silicate, which helped
astronomers determine how far
away the galaxies are from Earth.

Report: Galaxies 11 billion
light-years away discovered

Thompson allegedly found in front of typewriter

ASPEN, Colo. — Hunter S. Thompson’s body was found in a chair in
the kitchen in front of his typewriter with the word “counselor” typed
in the center of the page, according to sheriff’s reports.

The word was typed on stationery from the Fourth Amendment
Foundation, which was started to defend victims of unwarranted
search and seizure, according to reports released Tuesday.

It was not immediately known what, if any, significance the word
had to the founder of “gonzo” journalism or to his family.

Juan Thompson found his father dead Feb. 20 from a self-inflicted
gunshot wound to the head. After reporting the death, Juan Thompson
walked outside the Woody Creek home and fired three shotgun blasts
into the air. “Juan told me he had shot a shotgun into the air to mark
the passing of his father,” Pitkin County Deputy Sheriff John Arm-
strong said in his report.

The couple and their 6-year-old son were in the house when Thomp-
son, 67, took a handgun, put it to his mouth and fired.

A soft-sided gun case was found at Thompson’s feet, along with a
spent shell casing, according to reports.

From The Associated Press

U.S. Mint unveils new nickel

‘NYPD Blue’ signs off after 12 seasons

ABC/AP

Dennis Franz — whose character, Andy Sipowicz, has to make some

tough decisions as he starts a new chapter in his life — stars in the final

episode of ABC’s “NYPD Blue,” which aired Tuesday in the States.
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BY BRYAN MEALER

The Associated Press

KINSHASA, Congo — U.N.
peacekeepers killed as many as
60 militiamen in a stepped-up
campaign to clear northeastern
Congo of rogue gunmen who have
preyed on residents for years and
are suspected in the recent slay-
ing of nine peacekeepers, U.N. of-
ficials said Wednesday.

The peacekeepers, backed by
an attack helicopter and respond-
ing to fire, killed more people
than in any other operation dur-
ing their six-year mission in
Congo.

Tuesday’s gun battle between
242 Pakistani peacekeepers and
militia fighters broke out at a
heavily fortified militia camp
near the village of Loga, 19 miles
north of Bunia, the capital of the
lawless Ituri province, said Col.
Dominique Demange, spokes-
man for the U.N. forces in Congo.

Militia fighter opened fire on
approaching peacekeepers with
heavy machine guns and
anti-tank artillery, said Demange.

Peacekeepers fired return sal-
vos and called in an attack heli-
copter against the barricaded
fighters, said Demange. He said
between 50 and 60 militia mem-
bers had been confirmed dead.

Two peacekeepers were wound-
ed in the barrage of gunfire and
evacuated to South Africa, said
U.N. spokeswoman Eliane Nabaa.

The militia, which belongs to
the ethnic Lendu political party
Nationalist and Integrationist
Front, has been terrorizing villag-
es of the rival Hema tribe for
months. Tribal fighters have
killed dozens of people, looted
and burned homes, and forced
over 70,000 people to flee to the
hills since December.

The United Nations suspects
the same militia is responsible for
slaying the nine Bangladeshi
peacekeepers in a well-executed
ambush on Feb. 25.

BY ANDREA DUDIKOVA

The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — The Unit-
ed States accused Iran on
Wednesday of “cynically” pursu-
ing nuclear weapons, saying Te-
hran’s claims that its aims were
peaceful constituted willful de-
ceit and required action by the
U.N. Security Council.

Jackie Sanders, chief U.S. dele-
gate to the International Atomic
Energy Agency board of gover-
nors, also urged North Korea to
scrap its nuclear weapons pro-
gram and resume negotiations.

The 35-member IAEA board
sought agreement on a statement
urging the North to return to nego-
tiations and end nuclear threats.

Sanders’ comments were in re-
sponse to an agency update on Te-
hran’s nuclear record after more
than two years of examination.

Sanders characterized the
IAEA report as a “startling list of
Iranian attempts to hide and mis-
lead and delay the work” of agen-
cy experts probing the country’s
nuclear activities.

In urging support for the U.S.
drive for referral of Iran to the
U.N. Security Council where it
could face sanctions — which
past board meetings have refused
to do — Sanders said, “the board
has a statutory obligation to so.”

The IAEA review noted that
while Iran allowed inspectors an
initial Parchin military complex
visit in mid-January, the experts’
visits were limited to one site and
only five buildings on that site. A
new request to revisit another
part of the site was refused by
Iran on Sunday, the report added.

The United States alleges that
Iran may be testing high-explo-

sive components for nuclear
weapons, using an inert core of
depleted uranium at Parchin as a
dry run for a bomb that would
use fissile material.

Iran asserts that its military is
not involved in nuclear activities,
and the IAEA has found no firm
evidence to the contrary. The
agency also has not been able to
support U.S. assertions that near-
ly 20 years of covert nuclear pro-
grams discovered more than two
years ago were aimed at making
nuclear weapons — not generat-
ing electricity, as Tehran claims.

But Iran insists on its right to
enrichment.

“This is something that is not
on the table and will not be on the
table,” senior Iranian envoy Sir-
ous Nasseri told reporters, saying
his country had “gone through
blood and sweat and tears” to de-
velop the program.

Egypt, Saudi Arabia try to
get Syria to leave Lebanon

BY SAM F. GHATTAS

The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Egypt
and Saudi Arabia have stepped in
to persuade Syria to withdraw
from Lebanon and avoid a show-
down with the world, Arab diplo-
mats say, while a few hundred ac-
tivists in Beirut on Wednesday
kept going with anti-Syrian dem-
onstrations that toppled Leba-
non’s government.

Lebanon’s staunchly pro-Syrian
president, Emile Lahoud, began
the search for a new prime minis-
ter to replace Omar Karami, meet-
ing with the speaker of parliament
amid opposition pressure to en-
sure the new government is not
dominated by Damascus.

Lebanon’s worst political crisis
in years has increasingly isolated
Syria, with even its traditional
ally Russia joining the United
States, France and the United Na-
tions in calling on Damascus to
pull its 15,000 troops out of its
neighbor, where it has wielded
power for more than a decade.

The two Arab powerhouses are
trying to win Syrian acceptance

of a timetable for a complete with-
drawal by April.

The initiative is expected to be
raised during a meeting of Arab
foreign ministers in Cairo late
Wednesday ahead of an official
meeting the next day to prepare
for an Arab summit in Algeria in
March. The United States, along
with France, has stepped up its
pressure on Syria.

The crisis also began to have
economic effects in Lebanon, a
traditional center of banking and
commerce. Worries over where
the rapidly unfolding events are
taking the country prompted a
rush on U.S. dollars, forcing Leba-
non’s Central Bank to intervene
to support the pound.

Lebanese opposition leader
Walid Jumblatt demanded
Wednesday that Syria give precise
dates for withdrawing its 15,000
troops from Lebanon. Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad told Time mag-
azine that his forces could leave
Lebanon “maybe in the next few
months. Not after that.”

Jumblatt has said Lahoud
should resign, but other opposi-
tion leaders have said that is not
on their agenda.

Palestinian leader optimistic about peace deal

IN THE WORLD
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Congo militiamen

U.S. accuses Iran of deceit
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AP

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Palestinian leader Mah-
moud Abbas said Wednesday he was optimistic Pal-
estinians and Israelis could take advantage of a
“new era of peace and hope” to reach a final peace
deal that will see the realization of Palestinian state-
hood.

Abbas, who held talks with senior European
Union officials, reiterated he was serious in imple-
menting reforms to rein in militants. Earlier, in
talks with EU foreign policy chief Javier Solana,
Abbas said he wanted Palestinian statehood “as
soon as possible.”

Abbas was making his first visit to EU headquar-

ters as the Palestinian Authority’s new leader to
drum up support for his reforms.

He urged EU nations to “continue to play their
role politically, economically and socially” to back
Palestinians, especially in reconstruction efforts.

Abbas told European Commission President Jose
Manuel Barroso that he hoped the EU would contin-
ue to provide funding for the rebuilding of key infra-
structure like schools, bridges, roads and seaports,
some of which were destroyed in fighting between
Israeli forces and Palestinian militants.

Abbas flew to Brussels after attending an interna-
tional conference on the Middle East in London,
where he pledged to improve the Palestinian Author-
ity’s security services.

See more world
stories on Page 14
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KBR remarks off base

The author of “KBR needs some healthy
competition” (column, G. Jefferson Price
III, Feb. 11) has obviously never stepped
foot in Iraq during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom because his article was filled with
speculation that was way off base.

For starters, KBR is serving the military
in the same way it has been doing in every
major theater of military operations since
Vietnam, long before President Bush or
Vice President Dick Cheney.

Furthermore, KBR is the primary con-
tractor here because it is one of the pre-
mier construction and logistics companies
in the world. Few companies have the abili-
ty to take on a project of this magnitude.
Iraqi contractors, using ancient equip-
ment and methods of building just as old,
have started construction in this camp but,
after the building they were working on
was deemed unsafe, and mortar and rock-
et attacks spiked, they were let go.

As far as the food, as a matter of fact we
have mess halls filled with Lebanese work-
ers who frequently prepare a full Middle
Eastern bar, which goes largely un-
touched by Americans, by my accounts.

On a daily basis, three times a day in
fact, our military personnel are provided
with a smorgasbord of delicious American
food that’s piled high on their plates. Rest
assured, nobody from this camp will ever
go without a good, hot meal given the
chance to go to the dining facility.

The author of that column has surely
taken into consideration the reports of in-
surgents infiltrating the Iraqi police and

army to sabotage them when he suggests
that we should buy our food from them.
Maybe he could come be the official taste
tester, and help put his tax money to good
use.

Tom Crist
Camp Liberty, Iraq

Grade-school errors frequent

I’ve noted with pleasure recent letters
encouraging proper use of the English lan-
guage. I, too, cringe when I’m “orientated”
to a map showing the location of a recently
captured “kash-ay.’ ” (“No cashet with
‘kash-ay,’ ” letter, Feb. 17)

I find it unfortunate that soldiers may ex-
hibit great valor, skill and endurance only
to receive a medal whose citation contains
a grade school-level grammatical error.
Staff officers routinely allow lower-level
commanders to commit their signature to
a flawed document that a soldier may
want to proudly frame and display.

My actions reflect upon me, your ac-
tions reflect you, and his actions reflect
upon him — not “himself.” The military
commonly misuses the reflexive pronoun
(those pronouns ending in “self/selves”).
Reflexive pronouns must “reflect” either a
subjective pronoun (I, we, you, he, she, it,
they, who) or a noun: I myself, we our-
selves, the Army itself, and so forth. We
would not say, “His house fell upon him-
self.” The sentence should therefore read,
“His actions reflect great credit upon him,
his command, and the United States
Army.”

Consider one of the last two Medal of
Honor citations signed by a president of
the United States: “Master Sergeant [Gary
Ivan] Gordon returned to the wreckage, re-
covering a rifle with the last five rounds of
ammunition and gave it to the pilot with
the words, ‘good luck.’ Then, armed only
with his pistol, Master Sergeant Gordon
continued to fight until he was fatally
wounded. His actions saved the pilot’s life.
Master Sergeant Gordon’s extraordinary
heroism and devotion to duty were in keep-
ing with the highest standards of military
service and reflect great credit upon, his
unit and the United States Army.”

Maj. David S. Johnson
Baghdad

The Washington Post

A
s promised, the Defense Depart-
ment has followed the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security in pro-
posing new rules on promotion

and pay for its 770,000 civilian employees.
Like those proposed at DHS, the new De-
fense Department rules are intended to
modernize a large and
often unwieldy bu-
reaucracy, and to bet-
ter prepare it for the
post-Sept. 11 world.
As at DHS, the Penta-
gon’s new system
sounds terrific on
paper.

The proposed regu-
lations advocate an
“agile and responsive
workforce,” “fiscally
sound” management,
and a “credible and trusted” system that en-
sures accountability and fairness. The new
arrangement, known as the National Securi-
ty Personnel System, is above all intended
to link pay more closely to employee perfor-
mance. Subtly, it may even give perfor-
mance priority over seniority in hiring and

firing decisions.
And — just like the Department of Home-

land Security’s proposed changes — the pro-
posed Defense Department civil service re-
form raises a number of alarms. This is not
because it is wrong in principle, but rather
because it contains in practice a number of
changes that could, if not monitored, lead to
the greater politicization of what should be

a neutral government
department. An ex-
tremely complex sys-
tem of distributing
performance-based
pay is proposed, with
few details about how
performance will actu-
ally be measured. It
isn’t immediately
clear, for example,
how performance
measures in the new
system will differ

from those in the existing system. Without
clarity — and extensive training for manag-
ers — it would take very little for politiciza-
tion to creep in.

Second, this proposed reform, even more
than its predecessors, appears to curtail

union rights in unnecessary ways. Although
Pentagon officials deny it, some govern-
ment employee unions say that they were
not properly consulted on the new rules, as
the law requires, and they have filed a law-
suit.

Union officials also say the new rules
seem designed to take away workers’ rights,
without any clear explanation of why this is
necessary. At the moment, for example,
they say managers are allowed but not re-
quired to bargain with unions over job place-
ments and assignments; the new rules ap-
pear to forbid any bargaining. The same is
true of decisions about overtime. Officials
ought to explain what, if anything, these
changes have to do with national security,
as opposed to weakening the unions.

More important, Congress ought to ask
for explanations and explore in greater
depth the whole issue of civil service re-
form. Because these personnel decisions in-
volve so many people, and could have such
national impact, lawmakers should consid-
er stepping in to help define what perfor-
mance criteria mean, to preserve a meaning-
ful appeals process and to ensure that
unions stay involved in government employ-
ee affairs, at least when there is no reason to
bar them.

Doonesbury Flashbacks  BY GARRY TRUDEAU

Apolitical system best for DOD civilians

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

An extremely complex

system of distributing

performance-based

pay is proposed, with

few details about how

performance will

actually be measured.
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

SEOUL

T
he North Korean nuclear issue is
lurching inexorably toward anoth-
er moment of crisis. It is a crisis no
one wants — except maybe the

North Koreans.
Everyone else would

be content to keep
alive the fiction that
there is a continuing
negotiation — the
so-called six-party
talks to roll back North
Korea’s nuclear weap-
ons program by diplo-
matic means. The Chi-
nese, who host these
talks, do not want to be
seen as failures in their
role as the mediators
of this conflict.

Here in South Korea, the government
would love to turn its focus to a shaky econo-
my. An escalation of tensions from their diffi-
cult northern brothers is the last thing it
needs.

And the Bush administration has its sights
set on other targets, such as Iran and Syria,
not to mention Iraq. While its enthusiasm for
sitting down at the table with the North Kore-
an dictatorship of Kim Jong Il has always
been minimal, keeping the talks going pre-
serves the illusion that something is being
done.

Unfortunately for all of these govern-
ments, the North Koreans have, once again,
turned over the table.

A few weeks ago, everyone was optimistic
that Pyongyang, after an absence of nearly
eight months, was about to announce re-
sumption of the six-party talks, which also in-
clude Japan and Russia. Instead, on Feb. 10,
the North Koreans suspended the bargain-

ing, pointing to various signs that, as in Iraq,
President Bush remained intent on regime
change, not denuclearization.

They proclaimed, in the clearest wording
to date, that they already had “manufac-
tured” nuclear weapons. It removed another
layer of what a senior South Korean official
calls “manageable ambiguity” about the
North Korean program. As long as everyone
can credibly deny that there is clear proof
the weapons exist, they can justify the
less-than-urgent pace of their diplomacy.

The Chinese sent a delegation to Pyongy-
ang anyway to try to drag their recalcitrant
ally back. They carried sticks — hints they
may close down border traffic — and carrots
— possibly increased oil shipments. In re-
turn, they got a public statement by the mer-
curial Kim.

We will come back to the talks, Kim said
in essence, but only when we are convinced,
by words and actions, that the Bush adminis-
tration is not intent on overthrowing my re-
gime. South Korean officials rushed to em-
brace Kim’s wording as a positive shift, a
view echoed here by U.S. officials.

But, as South Korean officials admit pri-
vately, what Kim said is no different from
what was said two weeks ago. Pyongyang
still claims to need something from Washing-
ton as a “condition” for returning to the
table.

The Chinese express confidence that talks
will resume shortly, but they urge “flexibili-
ty” on the part of both North Korea and the
United States. Privately, Chinese officials
are urging the Bush administration to re-
spond to Kim.

Analysts here talk about providing Kim
with a face-saving excuse to return to the
table — a declaration from Bush or Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza Rice that the Unit-
ed States has “no hostile intent” toward

North Korea, or that it accepts “peaceful co-
existence.” Those phrases, they say, more
clearly state a willingness to accept the legiti-
macy of the Pyongyang regime as a negotiat-
ing partner.

Negotiators from Japan, the United States
and South Korea met here Saturday to plan
their next step, but Bush officials signaled
they have no plans to yield to the North’s con-
ditions. Seoul also is not eager to challenge
that stance.

“There should be no price tag for attend-
ing the talks,” a senior South Korean foreign
ministry official told me. “The U.S. did their
part.”

The Chinese may succeed in organizing
another round of talks — but it might be bet-
ter if they fail. The collapse of the illusion of

talks may be the only way to get to real nego-
tiations.

The Bush administration might finally
have to decide whether it is ready to accept
the continued existence of the North Korean
regime as a price for removing its nuclear
weapons.

Pyongyang will finally have to decide if it
is willing to give up the nukes — a choice it
has skillfully avoided through these non-ne-
gotiations. And a crisis might also compel
the South Korean government to use its de-
sire to engage the North as real leverage by
freezing the economic openings that have
been forged. In the end, no deal may be pos-
sible. But the sooner we find that out — one
way or another — the better.

Daniel Sneider is foreign affairs columnist
for the San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News.

We’re categorically denied the right to eschew labels
BY SUSAN BENJAMIN

Y
ou have to be living in a closet to
miss hearing about the new book,
“The Intimate World of Abraham
Lincoln,” whose author, C.A.

Tripp, claims Honest Abe was gay. To that, I
have two responses.

My first response: Who cares? Look, Abe
wasn’t dating the Confederates, he was mili-
tarily challenging them. How his sexual pro-
clivity — gay, straight or otherwise — mat-
ters in the scheme of things is beyond me.

My second response: What’s with these
postmortem analyses, anyway? Not only
have we outed Lincoln about 150 years after
his death, but we’ve psychoanalyzed and di-
agnosed countless, deceased others. Take
Emily Dickinson. Allegedly, Emily was not
melancholic or eccentric, as we’d previously
believed. She suffered from … Light Depri-
vation Syndrome and, more impressively,
manic-depression, before there was
manic-depression.

Van Gogh, as you probably heard, was
also manic and Napoleon, no surprise, suf-
fered from acute narcissism. But did you
hear about Albert Einstein? No mere genius
with his head in the clouds — he was actual-
ly ADD. Not to be mistaken for the
more-revved-up model — ADHD.

I learned this recently at a leadership con-
ference. For some reason, my neighbor and
I were whispering about the subject of
grades when I mentioned Einstein was sup-
posedly an average student. That’s when my
neighbor whispered the news: “And he was
ADD.”

Ah-hah! ADD. That explains everything.
Of course, it isn’t just the dead we force

into categories. At that point in the confer-

ence, the topic was situational leadership
and the participants were filling out a ques-
tionnaire to discover whether they had a
High Task-Low Relationship (HT-LR) style
or a Low Task-Low Relationship (LT-LR)
style or a High Task-High Relationship
(HT-HR) style or … well, you know.

This, naturally enough, was on the heels
of the Myers-Briggs test that, in the
off-chance you haven’t taken it, tells you
whether you’re an Introvert-Sensing-Think-
ing-Perceiving (ISTP) or an Extravert-Intui-
tive-Feeling-Judging (ENFJ). Lucky for me,
my neighbor, herself ADD, was also a certi-
fied Myers-Briggs expert and could help me
with the calculations. You see, I thought I
was an ENFP but am really an ENFJ. Thank
heavens she helped. Can you imagine the
confusion that may have resulted.

All this categorizing and classifying of the
living and dead points to one conclusion: As
a society, we have become High Category
(HC) and Low Mystery (LM) and not the
other way around. You see, High Category
people can explain everything. Got a kid
who’s wired? Can’t focus in school? It’s the
dreaded ADHD. Hate your marriage?
You’re depressed.

By the way, I don’t have to mention the im-
portance of HC in the political realm, I’m
sure. How good it was when George W.
dragged the “L” word (liberal, in case
you’ve forgotten) out of retirement so those
who thought Kerry was a Viable Candidate
(VC) would understand he’s merely an “L.”
Worse, an MA-L.

As for HMs? Well, around the time of Ein-
stein, Dickinson, Lincoln and, oh, everyone
else, most people were HM. HMs believed
love, moral decisions, personality types, you
name it, were part of a grand mystery, too
complex for easy answers. Instead, they
grappled: Dickinson with her poetry, Ein-
stein with his theories, and Lincoln with his
angst over going to war. Imagine that?

There are plenty of HMs around today,
I’m sure, only no one knows how many.
They won’t take the test to find out. But hold
on, maybe someone, long after they’re gone,
will find a category anyway and, you can be
sure, will write a book about them.

Susan Benjamin is a Washington-based writing
consultant. She is completing her second book:
“Girl Words for Beauty, Sex, Marriage and Mommy
and What They Secretly Say about You.”

Daniel Sneider

N. Korea’s talking points: At a loss for words

OPINION
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BY FISNIK ABRASHI

The Associated Press

PRISTINA, Serbia-Montenegro —
Macedonia’s prime minister said Wednes-
day that a border dispute with Kosovo
should be resolved before the start of any
talks on the status of the U.N.-run prov-
ince.

Prime Minister Vlado Buckovski said
resolution of the issue would ensure fur-
ther stability for Macedonia and also
would benefit Kosovo, a province that re-
mains disputed between Serbia-Montene-
gro and Kosovo’s ethnic Albanians.

Buckovski spoke following a meeting
with Kosovo’s top U.N. official, Soren Jes-
sen-Petersen. Buckovski also met with Ko-
sovo’s prime minister, Ramush Haradinaj.

Jessen-Petersen encouraged Mace-
donia to have “direct dialogue in an infor-
mal way” with Kosovo’s leaders to try to
resolve the dispute, while keeping Bel-
grade informed.

Haradinaj said after the meeting that
there is “good will” and he is hopeful the
dispute will be solved “at the right mo-
ment.”

But in an apparent snub to Buckovski,
Kosovo’s President Ibrahim Rugova can-
celed his planned meeting with him, cit-
ing a busy schedule.

The border dispute stems from a border
deal signed in 2001 between Serbia-Mon-
tenegro and Macedonia to resolve some
problems left over after the breakup of
former Yugoslavia in the 1990s.

However, a 60-mile border stretch that
straddles Kosovo — which officially re-
mains the province of Serbia-Montene-

gro, but has been an international protec-
torate since 1999 — remains contested be-
cause of the province’s unresolved status.

That agreement was recognized by the
U.N. Security Council but has been
brought into question by the Kosovo’s
leadership, which argues that Belgrade

has no authority over the province and
cannot decide on changes made to its bor-
ders.

Ethnic Albanians farmers also say the
Skopje-Belgrade deal defined 6,175 acres
of their private land as being part of
Macedonia, further fueling tensions.

BY MARK STEVENSON

The Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — Prosecutors said
they are charging 40 people — including
local, state and federal police in Cancun
— for running a drug ring or aiding in the
murder of fellow officers.

The charges are the result of authori-
ties’ efforts to bust one of Mexico’s larg-
est police-protection rackets and come
after three federal agents were killed in
November.

The three were apparently gunned
down by the Zetas after the agents’ col-
leagues fingered them. The Zetas are a
feared gang of drug hit men led by desert-
ers from an elite Mexican army unit.

The grim scenario of police corruption
became even darker Tuesday when prose-
cutors explained why the three were
killed: The drug hit men were looking for

money and cocaine police allegedly stole
when they staged an illegal November
raid on a Cancun house.

So ugly were the revelations that Mexi-
co’s top anti-drug prosecutor, Jose Luis

Santiago Vasconcelos, said those arrested
“have dirtied us, and dirtied the good
name of Mexicans.”

Prosecutors have arrested 25 police of-
ficers and two civilians, and were search-
ing for 13 more suspects.

The charges illustrate how traffickers

continued to infiltrate the area around
the Caribbean resort despite a crack-
down following the 2001 arrest of the
state’s former governor on drug charges.

Eight of the suspects were charged
with homicide or being accessories to ho-
micide. Officials said they identified and
gave drug gunmen information about the
three federal agents whose bodies were
found on the outskirts of Cancun on Nov.
25, along with two civilians believed to be
informants.

A total of 25 suspects — including some
of those charged with homicide — were
facing organized crime and drug traffick-
ing charges. They included federal police
agents and state police officials assigned
to the Cancun area, and municipal police
employed directly by the Cancun city gov-
ernment.

The charges extended to the highest
levels of the local police structure, includ-
ing the Mexican equivalent of the FBI.

AP

A Kosovo ethnic-Albanian man walks past photos of missing persons in Kosovo’s capi-

tal, Pristina, on Tuesday. Talks between officials from Kosovo and Serbia will resume

to deal with the issue of missing persons from the 1998-99 war, the province’s prime

minister, Ramush Haradinaj, declared.

BY DANIEL WOOLLS

The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — A suspect in the Madrid train bombings
was found to possess a sketch and technical details about
Grand Central Terminal in New York, a report said Wednes-
day.

The sketch and data were on a computer disk seized about
two weeks after the March 11 train bombings in Madrid that
killed 191 people last year, the newspaper El Mundo said.

Spanish police turned the disk over to the U.S. agents from
the FBI and CIA in December once they understood the scope
of the technical data, the report said.

A U.S. Embassy official confirmed that American law en-

forcement authorities received information related to Grand
Central Terminal from Spanish authorities in December. The
official declined to go into detail.

However, a Spanish police official said Spanish and U.S. au-
thorities don’t lend much credibility to the sketch, saying it is
not even clear it is a picture of Grand Central Terminal.

The police official, who spoke on condition of anonymity,
confirmed that the sketch was found in the home of Mouhan-
nad Almallah, a Syrian who was arrested in Madrid on March
24 but later released, although he is still considered a suspect.

Almallah was questioned over his alleged ties to two sus-
pects jailed in connection with the attack after witnesses
placed them aboard trains targeted in the string of 10 bombs,
El Mundo said.

Cancun cops charged with helping drug traffickers

Madrid suspect had N.Y. station sketch

Queen hosts music reception

LONDON — Queen Elizabeth II met four of
Britain’s most famous guitarists Tuesday, ask-
ing them: “And what do you do?”

Queen’s Brian May, Jimmy Page of Led Zep-
pelin, Eric Clapton and Jeff Beck were all
guests at a Buckingham Palace party to honor
the British music industry.

“It’s great to meet her and it doesn’t matter
at all that she did not know who were are or
what we do,” Clapton said. “I wouldn’t expect
her to.”

Other guests included Charlotte Church,
Cilla Black, Shirley Bassey, Roger Daltrey and
Geri Halliwell.

Holocaust denier Zundel charged

FRANKFURT, Germany — A German judge
ordered white supremacist Ernst Zundel held
in jail after arraigning him Wednesday on
charges of denying the Holocaust and inciting
hatred.

Zundel, who was deported from Canada on
Tuesday, made no statement at the closed ar-
raignment in the southwestern city of Man-
nheim, court spokesman Ulrich Krehbiel said.

German prosecutors accuse Zundel of de-
cades of anti-Semitic activities, including re-
peated denials of the Holocaust — a crime in
Germany.

Prosecutors obtained an arrest warrant for
him in 2003. Because Zundel’s Holocaust-deny-
ing Web site is available in Germany, he is con-
sidered to be spreading his message to Ger-
mans.

Canadian authorities deported Zundel, 65,
after a federal judge ruled that his activities
were a threat to national and international secu-
rity.

Zundel has operated Samisdat Publishing, a
leading distributor of Nazi propaganda, since
the 1970s. Over the past decade, he has been a
key content provider for a Web site dedicated
to Holocaust denial.

Zundel has claimed he is a peaceful man
with no criminal record against him in Canada.

Major quake strikes Indonesia

TOKYO — A powerful earthquake struck
eastern Indonesia late Wednesday, meteorolog-
ical agencies said, and was felt as far off as Aus-
tralia. There were no immediate reports of
damage or injuries.

The 7.2 magnitude quake, which did not trig-
ger a tsunami, struck at 1042 GMT and was cen-
tered about 200 miles southeast of Ambon in
the Banda Sea, Japan’s Meteorological Agency
said.

Officials at Indonesia’s Meteorology and Geo-
physics Agency said there were no immediate
reports of damage or injuries, perhaps because
of the quake’s depth — 117 miles under the sea-
bed — and distance from the mainland.

It was not immediately clear if residents in
Ambon, the capital of Maluku province, felt the
quake. But residents in Australia’s northern
city of Darwin said they could feel their houses
shaking.

Japan’s Meteorological Agency said last
month it would start issuing bulletins on earth-
quakes powerful enough to trigger tsunamis —
meaning those measuring magnitude 7 and
above — even when they occur far from Japan.

Cigarette sales fall in Ireland

DUBLIN, Ireland — Ireland’s ban on work-
place smoking has led to a significant drop in
the sale of cigarettes, the biggest tobacco com-
pany in the market said Wednesday.

Gallaher Group PLC said the entire market
in the Republic of Ireland for legal cigarette
sales fell 11.3 percent last year to 8.9 billion cig-
arettes from 10 billion in 2003.

The British-based company, which produces
several leading brands including Silk Cut and
Benson & Hedges, revealed the drop in its
full-year 2004 results.

Gallaher said its own share of the Irish Re-
public’s market fell to 49.1 percent of all ciga-
rettes sold, compared to 49.5 percent in 2003.

Last March, Ireland became the first nation
in the world to ban smoking from all enclosed
workplaces. The measure was inspired by simi-
lar restrictions already in place in dozens of
U.S. cities and states.

From The Associated Press

Macedonia leader wants border
dispute fixed before status talks

[They] have dirtied us,

and dirtied the good

name of Mexicans.

Jose Luis Santiago Vasconcelos

anti-drug prosecutor
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Mel Gibson buys island

SUVA, Fiji — Hollywood star
Mel Gibson has purchased a Pa-
cific island hideway in northern
Fiji, but the sale faces a legal chal-
lenge from villagers who claim
their ancestors were forced off
the island, an official and news re-
ports said Wednesday.

The director of “The Passion of
the Christ” and star of the “Mad
Max” films purchased the
5,411-acre Mago Island from Ja-
pan’s Tokyu Corp. for about $15
million.

The Fiji government’s Cabinet
approved the sale last month,
principal lands officer Laisa
Raratabu said Wednesday.

Any legal challenge against the
sale is likely to be difficult now
that Gibson is the legal owner,
but a landless tribe of indigenous
Fijians say their ancestors were
forced from the island in the 19th
century and that they want it
back.

Nefertiti bust on display

BERLIN — A 3,300-year-old
bust of the Egyptian queen Nefer-
titi went on
view Tues-
day at a new,
temporary
home in Ber-
lin as the cen-
terpiece of a
special
five-month
exhibition.

The
19-inch high
bust, with ele-
gantly
arched
brows and towering dark-blue
headdress, was discovered by
German archeologists in 1912. It
will be featured in an exhibit on
art and hieroglyphs through Aug.
2.

NATO’s frozen exercise

OSLO, Norway — The Cold
War took on a whole new mean-
ing Tuesday for NATO and other
troops practicing winter warfare
techniques in snow-swept parts
of Norway.

Belgian F-16 fighters were like
“Bambi on ice” at an airport and
a Norwegian military helicopter
had to rescue two freezing
French soldiers from a mountain-
side, the Norwegian military said.

The 15-nation Battle Griffin ex-
ercise began in earnest on Tues-
day, with 14,000 troops in cold
weather training.

And the Norwegian winter pro-
vided plenty of ice, snow and tem-
peratures down to -4 F.

From The Associated Press

AP

Michael Kraus, left, Sandra Pires,

second left, and child actors

perform as the von Trapp family

during a rehearsal for the musical

“The Sound of Music,” in Vienna.

Austria faces ‘The Sound of Music’
BY GEORGE JAHN

The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — The Nazis
are back in Vienna — at least on
stage. But this time there’s no
doubt that they’re the bad guys.

The latest look at the country’s
relationship to Hitler is through
the melodic looking glass of “The
Sound of Music” — the first full
staging in Austria of a musical be-
loved the world over but virtually
unknown in the nation it depicts.

After years of denial, official
Austria has turned in the past two
decades from depicting itself as a
victim of Adolf Hitler, who was
born in Austria, to acknowledging
its key role in the Holocaust.

But some Austrians remain sen-
sitive to the country’s Nazi past,
and Saturday’s premiere — in
German, with actors dressed as
Nazi storm troopers standing
guard in the audience, a theater
box filled with mock Nazi digni-
taries, and a huge swastika ban-

ner draped onstage — dredged up
painful memories for some.

“It’s too much, too much,” said
one elderly woman who refused
to give her name as she waited at
the coat check Saturday night.

“I was 12 the last time I saw
such things in any theater.”

The melodic adventures of
Baron von Trapp, his children
and Maria, the governess who be-
comes von Trapp’s wife and moth-
er to the Austrian family before
they flee the Nazis, are familiar to

untold millions the world over,
made famous by the 1965 film ver-
sion that won five Academy
Awards, including Best Picture.

Last year, a poll showed that
more than a third of Austrians be-
lieve the Nazi era was in some
ways positive.

On Saturday, Vranitzky called
the Volksoper staging of the
Nazi-era musical “a courageous
attempt ... both musically and his-
torically.”

The bravos and applause Satur-
day reflected general approval.

Bust of Nefertiti
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In between rain showers, Dan

Cadigan of Longview, Wash., runs

a Lake Sacajawea trail in Longview

that has been brightened by a

blooming cherry tree.

Running alone

VT
RUTLAND — Mayor
John Cassarino is

running for re-election, but
it’s not much of a race. For
the second time in his six
years as mayor, he has no op-
ponent.

It’s a reprieve enjoyed
only once by his prede-
cessor, former mayor
Jeffrey Wennberg, who
fought off challeng-
ers five of the six
times he ran for office. In compari-
son, Cassarino has been unop-
posed during two out of his four
campaigns for office.

The mayor said he’s grateful for
another stress-free re-election,
adding that he plans to continue
moving the city forward in the
manner that has been politically
successful for him so far.

Bullfighter injured

TX
LA GLORIA — Bullfighter
David Renk suffered seven

broken ribs and a collapsed lung
when he was pinned by a bull at
the bloodless bullfight at the Santa
Maria Bullring.

Renk was injured when the
1,000-pound bull pinned him to the
ground. Fred Renk said his son’s
condition was improved; he re-
mained in the Valley Baptist Medi-
cal Center in Harlingen.

“He got hit hard. The head was
on top of him, just kept grinding
him in the ring,” Renk said in a
story The (McAllen) Monitor. “Ev-
erybody was out there with a cape
trying to take him [the bull] away,
but he refused to leave David.”

Grandma’s drug charges

WV
DANVILLE — A 78-year-
old woman faces drug

charges and authorities are search-
ing for her 72-year-old boyfriend
after police found more than a
pound of marijuana stashed in a
freezer on her property.

State police arrested Mollie Will-
iams after responding to a dispute
between her granddaughter and
the granddaughter’s husband, who
were arguing over drugs. Police
learned the man allegedly had
bought marijuana from Williams,
State Police Cpl. Larry O’Bryan
said.

Armed with a search warrant
and a drug-sniffing dog, troopers
went to Williams’ residence near
Danville. The dog led troopers to a
freezer in an outbuilding where
the marijuana, worth an estimated
$4,000, was hidden under frozen
meat and other food, O’Bryan said.

Williams was jailed and later re-
leased on $15,000 bond.

Steamed over smoking

RI
PROVIDENCE — Bars, res-
taurants and businesses are

now smoke-free, making Rhode Is-
land the seventh state in the nation
to ban puffing in virtually all in-
door public places. The other six
are California, Connecticut, Dela-
ware, Maine, Massachusetts and
New York.

The smoking ban went into ef-
fect even as some lawmakers and
bar owners were mobilizing to re-
vise it or challenge it in the courts.

The law covers thousands of
bars and restaurants, and all in-
door workplaces. But it extends
the deadline to Oct. 1, 2006, for
bars with liquor licenses that don’t
serve food and groups formed as
private social organizations, such

as the Veterans of Foreign Wars or
Knights of Columbus.

Museum has story to tell

SC
CHARLESTON — Charles-
ton’s Old Slave Mart, where

thousands of blacks were sold dur-
ing the waning days of slavery, will
open as a city museum next year,
telling the story of the domestic
slave trade.

The Old Slave Mart, a tiny,
two-story building in the city’s his-
toric district, was used to auction
slaves between 1856 and 1863.

As the Civil War approached
and public distaste for slave trad-
ing grew, the city of Charleston
banned sales of slaves in public.
That’s when the slave mart, with
its private courtyard off the street,
opened. It did a brisk business.

Nichole Green, the museum’s cu-
rator, has created a database of sto-
ries and catalogued about 150 arti-
facts from the era.

“We want people to carry these
stories with them out of the build-
ing,” said Green, who is studying
at Duke University for her Ph.D. in
anthropology.

Not resting in peace

WI
SHEBOYGAN — A woman
accused of digging up and

taking her boyfriend’s cremated re-
mains more than a decade ago —
and drinking the beer that was bur-

ied with them — was
sentenced to 60 days
in jail.
Karen Stolzmann,

44, had faced up to nine
months in jail on a misde-

meanor charge of conceal-
ing stolen property.

Investigators accused
Stolzmann of digging up the

ashes of her former boyfriend,
Michael Hendrickson, at a Co-
lumbia County cemetery possi-
bly out of spite for his family.

Hendrickson was 27 when
he died in 1992 from a self-inflict-
ed gunshot wound. His relatives
contacted authorities last fall after
discovering his remains were sto-
len.

Beer and cigarettes buried with
him also were missing.

Investigators were led to Stolz-
mann, who had lived with Hen-
drickson and was with him when
he shot himself. Both were mar-
ried to other people at the time.

Hunting for protection

NE
LINCOLN — What do Big-
foot, Noah’s Ark and Ame-

lia Earhart’s plane have in com-
mon? They’re all being used to
make a point by Omaha Sen. Ernie
Chambers, who is taking aim at a
measure to protect hunting.

In an attempt to mock the pro-
posed change to Nebraska’s consti-
tution, Chambers has filed 35
amendments to protect the hunt-
ing of a myriad of other things, in-
cluding the missing Earhart plane,
the ark, Osama bin Laden and the
Holy Grail.

“This state is not going to ban
fishing, hunting and trapping,”
said Chambers, who believes the
proposal is unnecessary.

While there is no immediate
threat, there are animal rights
groups that would like to see hunt-
ing, fishing and trapping outlawed,
said Sen. Ed Schrock, who intro-
duced the measure. “I think we
should probably get out ahead of
this.”

The proposed amendment
would add one paragraph to the
state constitution that says fishing,
trapping, and hunting are a “val-
ued part of the heritage of the peo-
ple and will be a right forever pre-
served.”

A honky-tonk school

TX
PASADENA — A quar-
ter-century after Gilley’s

Club became the world’s most fa-
mous honky-tonk, local school offi-
cials plan to turn the site into a mid-
dle school.

The Pasadena Independent
School District bought the nearly
15-acre site where the club — that
with its mechanical bull ride be-
came an international tourist draw
after it was featured in the 1980
movie “Urban Cowboy” — once
stood in this Houston suburb.

The Pasadena school district
agreed to pay nearly $440,000 in
back taxes to purchase the proper-
ty.

Seattle fault worries

WA
BELLEVUE — A study by
the state Division of Emer-

gency Management concluded
that a 6.8 magnitude quake along
the Seattle fault would kill 1,660
people, injure 24,200, collapse
buildings and bridges and cause
$33 billion in damage.

The 30-mile-long fault runs
through the city and suburbs east
of Lake Washington.

Canada geese walk in the snow among

the headstones at Arlington National

Cemetery in Arlington, Va.

Reinaldo Diaz, 21, center left, and Nick

Pickett, 24, center right, help area children

build a snowman at Fallon Park Elementary School in Roanoke, Va.

A fruitful run

Arlington visitors

A walkway in uptown Charlotte,

N.C., has plenty of foot traffic as

people avoided the cold rains that fell in the metro area by using the

skyway on their way to work.

Never too old

Taking the dry route
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Jen Salmans of Mount Carmel College of Nursing in Columbus, Ohio,
hammers in a nail on a Habitat for Humanity home in Boynton Beach, Fla.

Salmans was taking part in Habitat’s Collegiate Challenge for students on spring break. Each student paid $100
to be part of the challenge.

60 free on pilot program

OK
OKLAHOMA CITY —
Sixty inmates will be re-

leased from the Oklahoma County
jail to participate in a program for
nonviolent mentally ill people.

Those who succeed in the four-
month program could be sen-
tenced to probation or other forms
of punishment including mental
health court or drug court.

Molar Express rolls in

NH
LITTLETON — A mobile
dentist’s office hits the

North Country’s roads next month
to provide care for people who
can’t afford customary dental vis-
its.

The Molar Express is supported
by the North Country Health Con-
sortium and is aimed at providing
basic dentistry services, initially to
children, in northern Coos and
Grafton counties.

“What we’re doing is really tak-
ing care of the children who are on
the Healthy Kids program,” said
Anne Corridan of Molar Express.

Healthy Kids is the state Medic-
aid program for children.

Twenty-nine percent of children
in the North Country are eligible
for Healthy Kids, versus 18 per-
cent statewide.

No jail for nacho man

TN
MARYVILLE — A man
caught by police last sum-

mer on his 23rd birthday running
naked and covered in nacho
cheese has pleaded guilty to bur-
glary, public intoxication and
other charges.

But he won’t be going to jail.
In a plea deal with prosecutors,

Michael David Monn was sen-
tenced to three years in prison but
was given supervised probation.

Prosecutors said Monn was
drunk when he broke into a swim-
ming pool snack bar in July 2004.

A police officer found Monn in
the facility’s parking lot after
Monn had apparently scaled an 8-
foot-tall fence and was seen run-
ning toward a Jeep with a box of
stolen snacks and a container of
nacho cheese.

In his Jeep, Maryville officers
found clothing and an open bottle
of vodka.

Delivering the cash

NY
ALBANY — Sen. Charles
Schumer, D-N.Y., told the

state’s mayors he’s confident law-
makers and the Bush administra-
tion will agree on a federal high-
way spending bill of roughly $300
billion. Schumer said the deal
would fund a number of road
projects across upstate New York.

Midwives investigated

FL
BRADENTON — Authori-
ties are investigating two

women for allegedly acting as mid-
wives without a license after Mara
McGlade, 25, died of extensive
bleeding and other delivery diffi-
culties last December. McGlade
was hospitalized after giving birth
to a boy at home and died two days
later.

No race for attorney

IA
DES MOINES — Des
Moines attorney Doug Gross

said he won’t seek the Republican
nomination for governor in 2006.
Gross, who ran unsuccessfully

against Gov. Tom Vilsack in 2002,
says he’s confident he could win
the nomination but the strain
would be too great for his family.

17-year term for slavery

MD
GREENBELT — A Mary-
land woman was sen-

tenced to more than 17 years in
prison for forcing a Cameroonian
girl to work as a domestic servant
for no pay, beginning when the girl
was 11.

Theresa Mubang, herself origi-
nally from Cameroon, was convict-
ed by a federal jury in November
of involuntary servitude and har-
boring an alien. Prosecutors said
she forced the girl to cook, clean
and take care of Mubang’s young
children from November 1996
until November 1998. She also beat
the girl, they alleged.

Mubang fled shortly after her
conviction and was not in court for
the sentencing. Her attorney,
Peter Goldman, said Mubang’s use
of a domestic servant was part of
the “cultural norms” she brought
from Cameroon, in west Africa.

Sealing up old mines

NM
LORDSBURG — A Truth
or Consequences company

was awarded a $173,000 contract
to seal the openings to 35 aban-
doned mines near Lordsburg this
year. St. Cloud Mining Co. will
backfill most of the openings.
Some will be blocked off by gates,
allowing access by bats and owls.

Cashing in on trash

PA
PEN ARGYL — Garbage
pickup is now free in this

Northampton County borough.
However, officials are still publish-
ing the names and addresses of res-
idents with outstanding garbage
bills. The uncollected bills range
from $13 to nearly $2,500 by the
owner of some apartments.

Beneficial rains

AZ
PHOENIX — Ravaged by
wildfires in recent years,

the Southwest could see a quieter
fire season in 2005 because of rain
storms that have drenched the re-
gion this winter, according to a gov-
ernment forecast.

The report predicted significant
fire activity will not start until May
because trees, shrubs and grass
are wetter than normal.

In a region haunted by an almost
decade-long drought, some fire sea-
sons have started as early as Febru-
ary and lasted as late as October.
The normal fire season runs from
May to mid-July.

The added moisture is good for
the mountainous high country, but
bad for the desert. That is because
the longer the moisture lingers in
desert areas, the taller and thicker
vegetation will grow — providing
more fuel for brush fires later in
the year.

Show them the money

TN
CHATTANOOGA — A
group advocating adoption

of a state income tax challenged
Gov. Phil Bredesen to reveal his
funding sources for major initia-
tives, including higher education, a
preschool program and more aid
to local governments. Tennesseans
for Fair Taxation said their propos-
al would lower taxes for most resi-
dents.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press

Ruth Zerr stands on the porch of her home in El Paso, Texas, to look over
Mexican gold poppies that have sprung up in her rock-landscaped front

yard. Zerr said the poppies have grown at her home during the spring each of the past three years. The poppies
grow in a desert area along a road about a mile from Zerr’s home. Zerr said she believes the wind blew seeds
into her yard where they took root in the dirt below the rocks.

J.T. McCardle, 4, helps fold the family laundry at G & G Laundry in
Owensboro, Ky.

A golden surprise

Challenging work

Mother’s little helper
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BY BRAD BARNES

Knight Ridder Newspapers

COLUMBUS, Ga. — Keni Thomas has got this brown
T-shirt he wears these days, with the word “Nashville”
stamped across the chest.

It’s a shirt the singer-songwriter probably wouldn’t have
pulled on two years ago, unless he was going for irony. His
records have always been more Mellencamp than Merle.

Look at a recent Radio & Records country airplay chart,
though, and you’ll find a curious thing.
There at No. 41 — right between songs by
Tracy Byrd and Trent Willmon, and just a
few down from Shania Twain and Alison
Krauss — is a song called “Not Me,” record-
ed by one Keni Thomas. The song features
vocal support from country royalty Emmy-
lou Harris and Vince Gill.

Now, music lovers can find the new album
that spawned the song, Thomas’ “Flags of
Our Fathers,” in country bins.

It’s a deeply personal album. Some of its
10 songs are drawn from his days as a U.S.
Army Ranger, including the harrowing So-
malia firefight he survived.

The CD is also undeniably a country
music record.

Thomas had never considered pursuing a country music ca-
reer. “It’s just funny that somewhere down the road, I end up
there,” says Thomas.

“The beauty of putting mileage on your life is you can al-
ways look back and you can see, you know, where you were
supposed to be,” he says. “I mean, how many things had to
happen to bump me on the road to Nashville?”

Thomas got his start in the band Cornbread, a collaborative
effort from four Columbus, Ga., musicians. As original mem-
bers left, Thomas began replacing them with solid players
who didn’t have much voice in band decisions or writing.
Eventually, Cornbread simply meant Keni Thomas and his
tight set of players, often based in Atlanta.

The band created a bit of a buzz with a video filmed in Co-
lumbus in 1999. The next year, a single called “Mona Lisa’s
Smile” was well-received on college stations.

The band soldiered on, and two big breaks came in 2002.
First, they scored the opening set for country bad boys Mont-
gomery Gentry, who came out of their bus early to catch Corn-
bread’s set and liked what they heard. Thomas hit it off with
the duo, who would later make important introductions in

Nashville.
Later that year, the band was chosen as the local band fea-

tured in the movie “Sweet Home Alabama,” which starred
Reese Witherspoon. The exposure was great, but Thomas was
crushed when no Cornbread song ended up on the film’s
soundtrack.

He began spending half his weeks in Nashville, pairing up
with other songwriters to hone his craft and mingle.

Among those he met was producer Brent Maher, who was
well-known on Music Row. One of the acts Maher had discov-

ered was a set of mother-daughter singers by
the name of Naomi and Wynonna Judd.

Maher liked Thomas’ writing and signed
him to a three-year publishing deal.

But he was also intrigued by the charismat-
ic songwriter’s military backstory.

Thomas, too, found himself thinking about
his days as a Ranger more and more. At age
38, he was losing his patience with his music
career’s slow progress.

He decided to pack up his cowboy boots
and pull on his old combat boots. He accepted
a job that would take him to Iraq as a security
guard for a private company.

His bandmates and friends tried to talk
him out of it. It was dangerous, and his career

was gaining momentum, they said. He told them it would just
be for a few months.

That’s when the phone rang, and the voice on the other end
was from someone who Thomas hadn’t heard in about a year.

It was Jeff Struecker, who was a fellow sergeant trapped
with him during that nightmarish firefight in Somalia — the
event detailed in Mark Bowden’s “Black Hawk Down,” and
later in Ridley Scott’s movie of the same name.

“Hey, Keni. I hear you were thinking about heading over
there to Iraq,” said Struecker, who’s now a chaplain.

“I’m going to tell you, you shouldn’t go,” Struecker said. “I
mean, it’s an important job. But whether you know it or not,
you’re kind of the voice of the Rangers right now. … And your
music means something to the guys.”

Thomas realized that holding a microphone could be more
important than holding a weapon.

Thomas has written songs that dealt with his past. The most
autobiographical was one called “Fight I Couldn’t Win,” in
which Thomas wrote, “I ran over to help my friend/I tried to
keep the life inside of him/That’s a fight I couldn’t win.”

“I’m a songwriter and a performer,” he says. “And what
means something to me — I’m now able to get that message
across.”

COLUMBUS (GA.) LEDGER-ENQUIRER/KRT

Keni Thomas and his band Cornbread performs Jan. 21 in Columbus, Ga. A former Army Ranger who survived a harrowing

firefight in Somalia, Thomas realized that, as a singer, holding a microphone could be more important than holding a weapon.

FACES

A portion of Keni Thomas’
CD “Flags of Our Fathers” pro-
ceeds will be donated to The
Hero Fund, which Thomas cre-
ated to give scholarships to
children of special operations
solders killed in combat or
training.

More details can be found
at: www.herofund.com.

Giving back

Winfrey snags Oscar winner

It’s not always easy to cast an Oscar winner in a
TV role, but Oprah Winfrey did just that for “Their
Eyes Were Watching God.”

Although they’re friends, Winfrey said she was
“a little nervous” about asking Halle Berry to star
in the film be-
cause she had
won an Oscar for
“Monster’s Ball.”

“I didn’t know
whether she was
going to be, like,
‘Now I have an
Oscar. I’m sorry.
I cannot talk to
you,’ ” Winfrey
said. “No, she’s
too sweet to do
that. But I didn’t
know whether or
not she would be interested in doing television.”

Winfrey, who frequently championed books on
her daytime talk show, produced the TV movie ad-
aptation of the novel by Zora Neale Hurston.

“Their Eyes Were Watching God” also stars
Michael Ealy, Ruben Santiago-Hudson and Ruby
Dee. Berry stars as Janie Crawford, whose journey
takes her through three marriages with very differ-
ent men.

Stars seek ban on cat, dog furs

Heather Mills McCartney, wife of Paul McCart-
ney, and Rick Wakeman of Yes campaigned for a
ban on cat and dog fur in the European Union.

“It’s barbaric that this is going on,” McCartney
said, holding back tears as she showed a fur coat
made from 42 Alsatian puppies.

The United States and Aus-
tralia have bans on the trade,
as well as EU member nations
Belgium, Denmark, France,
Greece and Italy.

The campaigners want the
ban to be extended to all 25 EU
nations.

During Tuesday’s campaign
stop, a video was shown of ema-
ciated dogs and cats kept in
dark, cramped rooms and
cages. The video also por-
trayed the slaughter of a Ger-
man shepherd.

The campaigners claim some 2 million cats and
dogs are killed each year for their fur, mostly in
China, and shipped to other parts of the world
under false labels or no label at all.

McCartney, whose husband is known for his ani-
mal rights activism, criticized the fashion industry
for using furs.

“How can anyone think this is beautiful?” she
asked.

‘Apprentice’ winner behind counter

A six-figure salary from Donald Trump didn’t
keep Bill Rancic, winner of the first season of “The

Apprentice,” from landing a
job — temporarily — at Home
Depot Inc. and Wendy’s Inter-
national Inc. in Northern Vir-
ginia.

On Tuesday, Rancic helped
customers in the paint depart-
ment at the Home Depot store
in Alexandria and worked the
front counter and drive-thru
window at Wendy’s in Merri-
field. It was for a promotion
for SnagAJob.com, a recruit-
ing company for hourly jobs.

“Although I’m no longer an
hourly worker, I was,” said Rancic, who now over-
sees construction of a Trump building project in
Chicago. “My first job, when I was 14, was an hour-
ly job, and that really gave me my foundation.”

The Chicago native has worked as an undercover
security guard, mowed lawns for a parks depart-
ment and scooped ice cream at an old-fashioned ice
cream parlor.

He was an Internet entrepreneur before being
hired by Trump, the host of the NBC reality show,
now in its third season.

Stories and photos from wire services

Rancic

Former Ranger Keni Thomas took long way to country music

Soldiering on to Nashville

Halle Berry, left, and

Oprah Winfrey

McCartney
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MarketWatch

NEW YORK — By now, you
should have all the financial docu-
ments you need to file your in-
come tax return.

But what happens if you’re
missing your W-2 or another of
these important documents? It’s
not a tax break, reports the IRS.
You’re still expected to file on
time. So here’s what to do: First,
call your employer’s payroll of-
fice. Employers are required to
mail out earnings information by
the end of January. Ask when the
payroll office mailed out the
W-2s, and make sure they had
your correct address. If the form
seems to have been lost en route,
ask for a replacement W-2.

If you cannot secure a replace-

ment W-2 from the company,
then call the IRS at
1-800-829-1040. Be ready to pro-
vide: your name, full address and
phone number; your Social Secu-
rity number; the company or em-
ployer’s name, full address and
phone number; and your dates of
employment at that company.
The IRS will then send your em-
ployer a “Not Received, Incorrect
or Lost” form. You’ll also receive
a copy, along with a form 4852, a
substitute for form W-2.

The form 4852 should be your
last resort for a missing W-2. The
one-page form helps you re-cre-
ate a W-2, based on information
from your old paychecks and
other financial records. You can
download the form at
www.irs.gov.

R
epublican majorities on
the House and Senate
veterans’ affairs commit-
tees have voted to im-

pose an enrollment fee of at least
$230 a year on 2.4 million veter-
ans — one of every three now eli-
gible to use VA health care.

Those targeted are in priority
categories 7 and 8, meaning they
are neither poor nor suffering
from service-connected disabili-
ties. Half of the 2.4 million used
the VA health system last year.

The Bush administration pro-
posed the enrollment fee to hold
down costs. The VA committees
rejected another Bush proposal to
raise co-payments on VA-filled
prescriptions for these same Pri-
ority 7 and 8 veterans.

While both committees en-
dorsed enrollment fees, differenc-
es emerged. The Senate panel,
chaired by Sen. Larry Craig,
R-Idaho, embraced the Bush plan
for a straight $250 annual fee.
The House committee, chaired by
Rep. Steve Buyer, R-Ind., voted

to set the fee for Priority 7 enroll-
ees at $230, matching the enroll-
ment fee of under-65 military re-
tirees using Tricare Prime, the
military managed care program.
For Priority 8 veterans, Buyer
proposes a sliding scale fee, of
$230 to $500, depending upon in-
come.

Both Craig and Buyer, in sepa-
rate letters to their budget com-
mittees, said difficult choices
have to be made this year, given a
tight VA budget and the number
of new veterans returning from
war with severe injuries. Against
that backdrop, they defended en-
rollment fees against the stiff criti-
cism expected from veterans’ ser-
vice organizations.

“VA must garner supplemental
funding from some source, and
there are no easy options,” Craig
wrote. To critics who say $250 is
not modest for some veterans,
Craig pointed to the Tricare en-
rollment fee paid by military retir-
ees who have at least 20 years.
Shorter-serving veterans are no

less worthy, Craig wrote, but nei-
ther are they “more worthy as a
class than military retirees.”

Buyer wrote that Congress
erred in 1996 by voting to open
VA health care to “lower priority,
non-service-connected categories
of veterans.” Assumptions that
such a move would be “budget
neutral” were wrong, he said. So
it’s time to refocus VA health re-
sources on the “disabled, injured,
low-income and special needs vet-
erans,” Buyer wrote.

Buyer also said enrollment fees
will “correct the inequity” be-
tween lower-priority veterans
and Tricare users “who pay an en-
rollment fee and deductibles and
who have higher co-payments.”
His committee “at this time” is
not directing that lower-priority
veterans also match Tricare de-
ductibles and co-payments. But
Buyer hinted he might return to
those disparities in future VA bud-
gets.

To comment, write Military Update, P.O.
Box 231111, Centreville, VA 20120-1111,
e-mailmilupdate@aol.com or visit
www.militaryupdate.com

Tom Philpott

If your W-2 is missing

BY MARCY GORDON

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Active-duty
military personnel and some vet-
erans who file for bankruptcy got
a break from the Senate as it con-
sidered ways to toughen laws al-
lowing people to erase their
debts.

While senators debated a bill
on Tuesday to overhaul the bank-
ruptcy code, Democrats ex-
pressed concern about hardships
for veterans returning from Iraq
and Afghanistan, citing cases of
people in the National Guard and
Reserves who have seen their
businesses fail after they were
called up to serve.

Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., pro-
posed a far-reaching plan to soft-
en the blow of a stricter bankrupt-
cy regime on military personnel,
but Republicans seized the issue
by offering a narrower proposal.

Earlier, they had said they
wanted a bill without amend-
ments.

Durbin’s plan was defeated by
a 58-38 vote. The GOP alternative
cleared on a mostly party-line
vote, 63-32, in the Republican-con-
trolled Senate. Several Demo-

crats voted for it, but most op-
posed the amendment because
they had supported Durbin’s pro-
posal.

The amendment by Sen. Jeff
Sessions, R-Ala., would allow for
special accommodations for ac-
tive-duty servicemembers, low-in-
come veterans and those with seri-
ous medical conditions in a new
income test for bankruptcy appli-
cants. Durbin had proposed ex-
empting members of the military.

“Many men and women in the
military are making extraordi-
nary sacrifices,” said Durbin, the
Senate’s No. 2 Democrat. “It’s un-
fair that they should come home
to face this new harsh bankruptcy
law.”

About 16,000 active-duty mem-
bers of the military file for bank-
ruptcy each year, according to
congressional investigators.

The bankruptcy overhaul bill
would raise the threshold for eras-
ing credit card and other consum-
er debts in bankruptcy court.

Supporters predicted an immi-
nent victory after nearly eight
years of congressional gridlock
and feverish lobbying for the bill
by banks and other credit-card is-
suers.

Congress may enforce
VA fees in near future

MILITARY UPDATE

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs ......................................... $1.3491
Dollar buys ...................................... €0.7412
British pound ...................................... $1.97
Japanese yen (March 3) .................. 102.00
South Korean won (March 2) .......... 980.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................. 0.37682
British pound ................................... $1.9201
Canada (Dollar) .................................. 1.2415
Denmark (Krone) .................................. 5.36
Egypt (Pound) ..................................... 5.7900
Euro ........................................ $1.9201/0.7586
Hong Kong (Dollar) ........................... 7.7993
Hungary (Forint) ............................... 183.70
Iceland (Krona) .................................... 59.03
Israel (Shekel) ................................... 4.3270
Japan (Yen) ....................................... 104.26
Kuwait (Dinar) ................................. 0.29191
Norway (Krone) ...................................... 5.91
Philippines (Peso) ............................... 54.73
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) .............................. 3.58
Singapore (Dollar) ............................. 1.6223
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1004.52
Switzerland (Franc) .............................. 1.11
Thailand (Baht) ................................... 38.26
Turkey (New Lira) .............................. 1.2790

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
New York Merc close

Gold .................................................... $431.60
Silver ...................................................... $7.23

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.50
Discount rate ........................................ 3.50
Federal funds market rate ............. 2.5625
3-month bill ........................................... 2.75
30-year bond .......................................... 4.72
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Enrollment expenses of $230 will effect 2.4 million vets

Senate bankruptcy plan
goes easy on troops, vets

AP

Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah., center, shown at a health care news confer-

ence Monday with Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., left, expressed support for

the Senate’s bankruptcy bill as a Democratic amendment failed.

YOUR MONEY

TUESDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,830.00 +63.77 +.59 +.44 +2.25
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,759.30 +32.65 +.88 -1.02 +29.77

358.20 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 353.08 +.19 +.05 +5.41 +26.52
7,362.83 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,351.03 +29.80 +.41 +1.39 +9.44
1,521.30 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,515.78 +6.34 +.42 +5.68 +19.10
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,071.25 +19.53 +.95 -4.79 +1.55
1,217.90 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,210.41 +6.81 +.57 -.12 +5.34

670.78 548.29 S&P MidCap 672.48 +5.63 +.84 +1.38 +10.42
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 638.53 +4.47 +.70 -2.00 +8.03

12,024.36 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,931.75 +68.27 +.58 -.33 +6.29

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 17 69.80 +.57 +6.8
Armor Holdings ... 17 40.10 +.18 -14.7
Boeing 1.00 24 54.49 -.48 +5.3
Computer Sciences ... 15 47.00 +.77 -16.6
Engineered Sup Sys .07 19 55.76 +.48 -5.8
General Dynamics 1.44 17 105.21 -.14 +.6
General Electric .88 22 35.22 +.02 -3.5
Halliburton .50 ... 42.85 -.99 +9.2
Harris Corp. .48 29 68.47 +1.77 +10.8
Allied Signal .83 22 37.68 -.29 +6.4
L-3 Communications .50 21 72.28 +.18 -1.3
Lockheed Martin 1.00 21 59.50 +.28 +7.1
NorthrpG s .92 18 53.76 +.86 -1.1
Raytheon .80 41 38.36 +.12 -1.2
Rockwell Intl. .66 24 60.46 -1.69 +22.0
Sequa Corp. ... 35 58.55 +.59 -4.3
Texas Instruments .10 26 27.15 +.68 +10.3
Textron Inc. 1.40 30 78.33 +.98 +6.1
United Technologies 1.76 18 99.90 +.02 -3.3

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Elan 849212 7.97 -.03
NortelN lf 381363 2.90 +.22
Lucent 326597 3.17 +.10
ExxonMbl 260252 62.10 -1.21
Pfizer 256060 26.61 +.32
QwestCm 230789 4.05 +.15
TimeWarn 222817 17.59 +.36
MayDS 186158 36.15 +1.64
GenElec 161191 35.22 +.02
Motorola 148288 15.63 -.03

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 450246 121.23 +.60
SemiHTr 316951 34.79 +.80
iShRs2000 90137 127.25 +.97
SP Engy 74605 43.00 -.85
iShJapan 73738 10.89 +.08
DHB Inds 63185 12.30 -1.89
CanArgo n 58852 1.79 +.08
OilSvHT 54531 94.90 -2.44
DJIA Diam 52990 108.21 +.51
SP Fncl 49996 29.96 +.29

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Intel 837390 24.62 +.63
SiriusS 797218 5.89 +.32
Nasd100Tr 770069 37.63 +.41
Microsoft 556951 25.28 +.12
BiogenIdc 523316 41.26 +2.61
Cisco 500829 17.50 +.08
Oracle 452588 13.15 +.20
SunMicro 405684 4.19 -.03
JDS Uniph 342328 1.94 +.03
ApldMatl 314215 17.67 +.22

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.96 +.20 -.7
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 54.07 +.26 -3.5
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.91 +.18 -2.0
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 42.93 +.25 +.2
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.61 +.10 +1.1
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.16 +.05 -.3
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 34.20 +.17 +.1
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.69 +.07 -.7
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.07 -.01
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 36.13 +.12 +2.1
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 30.31 +.15 -.8
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 28.77 +.16 +1.8
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.91 +.11
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.58 +.02 +1.5
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 13.00 +.05 +1.5
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.90 +.08 -1.1
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.89 +.07 +.7
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 45.62 +.17 +3.1
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 18.10 +.06 +1.9
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.65 +.08 -1.6
Scudder Funds S: Income S 12.94 ... +.3
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.21 -.01 -.1
Scudder Funds S: Devel 19.99 +.16 +2.6
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.06 -.04 -.8
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 32 11
Bahrain 75 58
Beijing 40 19
Beirut 70 54
Bermuda 66 55
Caracas 89 73
Helsinki 19 10
Hong Kong 54 43
Lisbon 54 39

HI LO
Manila 90 71
Mexico City 73 52
Montreal 24 04
Riyadh 80 56
Rio de. Jan 80 74
Seoul  37 22
Sofia  36 21
Sydney 78 70
Tokyo 49 38

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 78 63
Dakar  77 64
Freetown 89 71
Kinshasa 89 72

HI LO
Mogadishu 91 73
Nairobi 75 57
Rabat   69 47
Tripoli 66 50

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 64 45 PCldy
Akron,Ohio 27 15 PCldy
Albany,N.Y. 26 15 PCldy
Albuquerque 60 34 Cldy
Allentown,Pa. 33 19 Snow
Amarillo 62 35 PCldy
Anchorage 34 24 Cldy
Asheville 46 24 PCldy
Atlanta 53 35 PCldy
Atlantic City 35 18 PCldy
Austin 71 48 PCldy
Baltimore 39 22 PCldy
Baton Rouge 57 43 Cldy
Billings 57 34 PCldy
Birmingham 52 35 PCldy
Bismarck 49 25 PCldy
Boise 57 32 PCldy
Boston 32 18 PCldy
Bridgeport 31 20 PCldy
Brownsville 79 58 PCldy
Buffalo 23 17 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 19 7 PCldy
Caribou,Maine 18 4 Clr
Casper 49 24 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 56 34 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 35 21 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 52 26 Clr
Chattanooga 53 32 PCldy
Cheyenne 48 26 PCldy
Chicago 33 21 Clr
Cincinnati 36 23 PCldy

Cleveland 26 18 PCldy
Colorado Springs 54 26 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 55 30 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 56 36 Cldy
Columbus,Ohio 31 18 PCldy
Concord,N.H. 28 8 PCldy
Corpus Christi 76 55 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 61 42 PCldy
Dayton 31 19 PCldy
Daytona Beach 59 46 Cldy
Denver 54 24 PCldy
Des Moines 41 28 PCldy
Detroit 30 15 PCldy
Duluth 30 16 PCldy
El Paso 69 41 Clr
Elkins 29 13 PCldy
Erie 24 15 Snow
Eugene 57 40 PCldy
Evansville 43 32 PCldy
Fairbanks 16 -6 Snow
Fargo 32 19 PCldy
Flagstaff 47 23 PCldy
Flint 28 13 PCldy
Fort Smith 57 42 Clr
Fort Wayne 30 19 PCldy
Fresno 66 49 Clr
Goodland 61 27 PCldy
Grand Junction 50 29 Cldy
Grand Rapids 29 20 PCldy
Great Falls 55 26 PCldy
Green Bay 29 17 PCldy
Greensboro,N.C. 47 23 Clr

Harrisburg 33 20 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 31 16 PCldy
Helena 55 29 PCldy
Honolulu 81 67 Clr
Houston 70 50 PCldy
Huntsville 50 35 Snow
Indianapolis 36 27 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 51 39 Rain
Jacksonville 57 40 Cldy
Juneau 42 36 Rain
Kansas City 54 36 PCldy
Key West 72 65 PCldy
Knoxville 48 29 PCldy
Lake Charles 68 54 PCldy
Lansing 29 17 PCldy
Las Vegas 68 46 PCldy
Lexington 40 25 Clr
Lincoln 55 33 PCldy
Little Rock 54 38 Cldy
Los Angeles 67 53 PCldy
Louisville 42 27 Clr
Lubbock 68 39 PCldy
Macon 56 33 PCldy
Madison 31 16 PCldy
Medford 62 41 Cldy
Memphis 54 42 Cldy
Miami Beach 69 62 Rain
Midland-Odessa 69 43 PCldy
Milwaukee 31 20 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 34 22 PCldy
Mobile 56 42 Rain
Montgomery 50 36 Rain

Nashville 50 34 PCldy
New Orleans 62 47 Rain
New York City 34 23 PCldy
Newark 35 21 PCldy
Norfolk,Va. 42 25 Clr
North Platte 60 24 PCldy
Oklahoma City 57 39 PCldy
Omaha 50 33 PCldy
Orlando 61 47 Cldy
Paducah 48 36 PCldy
Pendleton 58 42 Clr
Peoria 39 28 Clr
Philadelphia 35 21 PCldy
Phoenix 76 54 Clr
Pittsburgh 29 18 Cldy
Pocatello 45 27 PCldy
Portland,Maine 29 9 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 56 41 PCldy
Providence 34 17 PCldy
Pueblo 60 22 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 49 23 Clr
Rapid City 61 29 PCldy
Reno 57 33 PCldy
Richmond 43 20 Clr
Roanoke 43 24 Clr
Rochester 25 16 Snow
Rockford 33 20 Clr
Sacramento 65 45 PCldy
St Louis 48 36 PCldy
St Thomas 83 75 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 56 41 PCldy
Salt Lake City 49 30 Cldy

San Angelo 66 47 PCldy
San Antonio 73 52 PCldy
San Diego 64 55 Clr
San Francisco 61 50 PCldy
San Jose 65 49 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 82 70 PCldy
Santa Fe 55 27 Cldy
St Ste Marie 24 8 Snow
Savannah 57 34 PCldy
Seattle 56 42 Clr
Shreveport 57 42 PCldy
Sioux City 49 31 PCldy
Sioux Falls 46 28 PCldy
South Bend 30 18 PCldy
Spokane 52 32 Clr
Springfield,Ill. 41 30 Clr
Springfield,Mo. 53 37 PCldy
Syracuse 24 16 Cldy
Tallahassee 55 38 Rain
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 63 49 Rain
Toledo 29 17 Clr
Topeka 58 35 PCldy
Tucson 72 45 Clr
Tulsa 59 42 PCldy
Tupelo 53 40 Cldy
Waco 63 45 PCldy
Washington,D.C. 40 23 PCldy
W.Palm Beach 67 58 Rain
Wichita 61 37 PCldy
Wichita Falls 60 39 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 26 18 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 35 21 PCldy
Yakima 59 34 Clr

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA

CRETESICILY

TUNISIAALGERIAMOROCCO

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

CORSICA

SARDINIA

SLOVENIA CROATIA

IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA

Munich
38/13
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•
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•
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•
•

•
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•
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•
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•

•
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•
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Moscow
18/04

St. Petersburg
20/00

Kiev
29/07

Bucharest
31/17

Warsaw
30/11

Oslo
32/15

Berlin
33/13

Frankfurt
36/18

Stuttgart
26/16

Prague
34/10

Budapest
34/19

Copenhagen
28/15

Reykjavik
42/35

Dublin
41/32

Ramstein
27/19

Vienna
32/16

Geneva
32/21

Brussels
32/23

Istanbul
44/36

Athens
53/38

Souda Bay
57/44

Sigonella
57/41

Naples
51/44

Rome
53/36

Belgrade
30/22

Sarajevo
27/10

Tirana
49/35

Pristina
25/21

Tuzla
27/09

Aviano
37/21

Pisa
36/25

Paris
36/20

Nice
54/33

Barcelona
55/33

Madrid
45/30

Morón
48/39

Rota
45/38

Lisbon
54/39

Izmir
55/48

London
38/20

Lakenheath
39/33

Stockholm
30/14

Benelux: Cloudy with snowshowers.
Highs in the 30s. Friday lows in the
low teens to low 20s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 30s to low 40s. Friday
lows in the lower 20s to the lower
30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the 20s. Friday lows in the
upper single digits to lower teens.

France: Mostly cloudy with rain and
snowshowers. Highs in the north in
the 30s. Highs in the south in the
mid-50s. Friday lows in the lower
20s to lower 30s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with snowshowers to the far north.
Highs in the lower to upper 30s.
Friday lows in the teens.

Southern Germany: Partly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 20s to the upper
30s. Friday lows in the teens.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
mid 30s. Friday lows in the teens.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
isolated snowshowers. Highs in the
upper 30s. Friday lows in the low to
mid-20s.

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the 50s. Friday lows in the upper
30s to mid-40s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
mid-20s. Friday lows in the upper
teens to lower 20s.

Norway: Partly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the 30s.
Friday lows in the mid-teens to mid-
20s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers in the south.
Highs in the mid-40s to mid-50s.
Friday lows in the 30s.

Turkey: Cloudy with isolated rain-
showers except isolated thunder-
storms to the east. Highs in the mid
40s mid-50s in the north and west
with low 70s in the south. Friday
lows in the upper 30s to upper 40s in
the north and west with lower 50s in
the south. Inland high temperatures
will be in the upper 30s along with a
rain/snow mix. Friday lows in the
lower 30s.

European forecast for 3 Mar 05

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:A1C
Peter Shutes

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
70/52

Baghdad
80/48

Kuwait City
78/59

Dhahran
76/59

Dubai
77/59

Zahedan
53/41

Karachi
78/60 Bombay

90/74

New Delhi
85/58

Kandahar
60/46

Kabul
53/36

Islamabad
67/50

Mazar-e-Sharif
70/46

Ashgabat
73/44

Tehran
65/45

Hyderabad
97/68

Tel Aviv
73/49

Cairo
82/50

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 7:05AM 7:03AM
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 6:29AM 6:28AM
Sunset (Baghdad) 6:11PM 6:13PM
Sunset (Frankfurt) 6:02PM 6:02PM

Skopje
40/21•

•Stavanger
37/24

Lajes
59/53

New moon
10 Mar 05

First qtr.
17 Mar 05

Full moon
25 Mar 05

Last qtr.
3 Mar 05

L

H

L
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The word “deserve” is subjective.
Some people perform great acts of
generosity every day and feel they
are worthy of only crumbs
from the banquet of life.
Others do nothing and
expect grapes to be peeled
for them. Mars and Jupiter
square off, encouraging us
to consider our sense of
entitlement. Is it balanced?
Fair-minded?

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 3). You get serious
about your No. 1 goal this
year and will have what you
want. You are also able to
attain smaller wins along
the way by sticking to your plan.
Casual relationships don’t stay
casual. Early summer highlights a
big commitment. Someone you hire
makes a difference in June and July.
Love with a Scorpio or Sagittarius is
favored.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You sometimes feel that if you’re not
acting against an opposing force,
you’re not working hard enough. But
everything doesn’t have to be a
fight. Try compliance for a change.
You may actually like it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
There’s something grand and melan-
choly about working alone, and
you’ll revel in it. You’ll probably burn
the midnight oil tonight, too — just
remember, there is a point of dimin-
ishing returns.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ll have extraordinary insights
while accomplishing ordinary tasks
like cleaning up, making phone calls
and clearing your desk. Get out in
the world this afternoon. Your luck is
uncanny. You could even win a
raffle or lottery.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). No
one wants to admit bad behavior,
but your refreshing honesty drives
you to do just that. You could find
yourself defending the very thing
only a fool would defend. You’re in
good company, though.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Ro-
mance permeates your environ-
ment, though it’s not necessarily the

kind that involves being in love. Very
grown-up behaviors are highlighted
— this could include deep business,
litigation or some lofty form of deca-
dence.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Learning to do something
creative with your hands
(gardening? sketching?
cooking?) will keep you
out of the restless prison
of tedium. Also, make a
firm, regular date with
someone you care about.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). There’s so
much to get done now
that you’ll wish you had
your own staff — unless,
of course, you do have
your own staff, and then,

you’ll wish they were one-tenth as
efficient as you are.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Cause and effect are clearly illustrat-
ed in your life. The more forthright
you are, the more successful you’ll
be. Don’t keep anyone waiting on
hold — it’s bad karma. Tonight
features an eternally seductive
temptation.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You need a break from rigor-
ous self-observation. Return to
childish innocence by refusing to
over-think your work. Also, make
more time for “recess.” Frivolous
activities are lucky.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Though you can appreciate a
well-told story as heartily as the next
person, today, it’s the facts you’re
after, not imagination. Ask direct and
pointed questions, and you’ll learn
exactly what you need to know.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Avoid the (juicy) rumor mill! If you
can take the high road, you stand to
gain while others learn their lesson.
On a financial note, you’ll get access
to the money once you prove you
can handle it.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Diverse characters delight and
inspire you. You’re to be commend-
ed for being able to relate to people
of all walks of life. If you follow the
golden rule, everyone gets along.
Your connection with a Scorpio is
particularly strong.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Gift-tag word

5 Diastema

8 Detail

12 Mystique

13 Tree-ring tally

14 — Valley, Calif.

15 Crystal gazer

16 Curly’s cohort

17 Writer Kingsley

18 — l’oeil (artistic

illusion)

20 Tags

22 Lummox

23 Moment

24 Huck’s craft

27 New Zealand 

port

32 — king

33 IRS

employee

34 Shaft of light

35 Ascots et al.

38 Advantage

39 Prior to

40 Announcer

Pardo

42 Will subject

45 Zorba’s place

49 Lose weight

50 Mound stat

52 Streamlet

53 A handful

54 Flee the fuzz

55 Five carats

56 Basin

accessory

57 The lady

58 Longings

Down
1 Observe Ramadan

2 Contrite one

3 Hydrox rival

4 Woodchuck’s kin

5 Competitor’s

countenance

6 Past

7 Rid of rind

8 Sherman’s

“Jeffersons” 

co-star

9 Hours-worked

record

10 Olympic runner

Zatopek

11 Not even come

close

19 Ma’s mate

21 Send out 

invitations

24 Took off

25 Brewery 

product

26 Camera hogs 

rack it up

28 “— Lazy River”

29 Gin, for one

30 Kvetch

31 Turn red?

36 “Seinfeld” role

37 Drenched

38 Pep

41 On the 

other hand

42 Being, to Brutus

43 Lento

44 Grown-up

elvers

46 Green acres

47 Family

48 “Desire Under 

the —”

51 “Sis boom bah!”

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: I have

been married to “Ricky”
for several years. He and
his widowed mother own
a cabin in the woods.
Ricky and I work hard,
barely seeing each other,
and look forward to spend-
ing weekends at the cabin
where we can rest and
relax.

The problem is Ricky’s
cousin “Karl,” who is
unmarried and unem-
ployed. Karl is the biggest mooch
you have ever seen. He constantly
drops by the cabin uninvited and
intrudes on our time. If we have
guests for the weekend, Karl
assumes he is part of the gang.

When Ricky and I go out with
friends, Karl finds us. He has
never once reciprocated, brought
anything or chipped in to pay for
refreshments.

Ricky and I argue about this
constantly. I have discussed it
with my mother-in-law and have
even told Karl directly that he
should call first and contribute
once in a while. It has made no
difference.

I rarely go to the
cabin anymore, and I
leave if Karl shows up.

Ricky says it’s his
mom’s cabin, too, and
she likes having Karl
there, although he has
never done a single
thing for her in his life.
I say we’ve earned the
right to choose who
spends time with us.
Karl is ruining our
marriage.
— Marsha in Montana

Dear Marsha: Obviously, it

doesn’t bother Ricky or his moth-

er that Karl visits all the time or

that he comes empty-handed. He

is family, and they love him,

which means they are not going

to toss him out because he is a

freeloader.

Decide how much this bothers

you, because if it is wrecking

your marriage, you are giving it

more importance than it merits.

The cabin is a nice getaway, but

it comes with Karl attached.

Look for ways to relax without

going there.

Dear Annie: My three sisters
and I are very close, and we
want to take a vacation together,
but there is one problem. My
older sister, “Rhonda,” has re-
cently been ordered by the court
to go to AA or she will lose visita-
tion rights to her kids.

In spite of this court order, we
happen to know Rhonda still
drinks. We are concerned that if
we take her with us on vacation,
especially if the rest of us drink,
she will get out of control.

— Little Sister

Dear Little Sister: Rhonda
needs your support to stay sober
and be part of her children’s
lives, but your plans should not
be dependent on her. Maybe if
she knew why you preferred to
go without her, it would give her
the incentive to stop. Please look
in your phone book for Al-Anon,
or call 1-888-4AL-ANON and ask
how best to help your sister.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: I work in a hotel
where many people pass through
our lobby each day. We have
great guests, but we also get our
share of strange or questionable
people, too.

It’s not uncommon for police to
send us information or inquire
about criminals of vari-
ous sorts who stop over
at hotels. And, for the
record, it doesn’t matter
how posh the hotel is,
either.

My letter concerns
parents who allow very
young children to come
to the front desk alone, or
to hang out in the lobby. I
have seen scantily clad
young teens in swimsuits
walk by. These girls have
no clue that they’re being
ogled by 40-plus business-
men in suits who make off-color
comments about their bodies.

It’s also not unusual to see 4-
and 5-year-olds get on and off
the elevators alone because their
parents don’t feel like coming to
the desk to pick up items.

Why, then, do we wonder how
our kids are snatched up so

easily by predators? Hotel staff
are here to serve and be helpful,
but we cannot serve as baby
sitters. We are often multitask-
ing, so no one should assume we
have an eye on your child. How
are we to know whether the
50-year-old man pulling your 12-

year-old daughter aside
and whispering some-
thing in her ear is her
dad — or a pervert?
When children go
missing, we staff mem-
bers get screamed at
by parents insisting
that we should have
seen something suspi-
cious about the person
the child was last seen
with. Well, here’s the
simple answer: We’re
employed to conduct
hotel business, not

monitor children. When the
telephone rings, we must answer
and take a reservation. Our atten-
tion cannot be on your child
when there is a lobby bustling
with activity, a line of five or
more guests checking in and out,
someone on the inside line re-
questing more pillows or ques-

tioning a bill, and our outside
lines are ringing off the hook.
— Frustrated at the Front Desk

Dear Frustrated: I understand
and sympathize. Part of the
problem may be that the hospital-
ity industry has been so success-
ful in making guests feel at home
away from home, that people
forget they are NOT at home. An
illustration would be a recent
item on the television news here
in California. An attractive young
woman entered her upscale hotel
and decided to dash into the
powder room off the main lobby.
She was unaware that a man
followed her into the hotel
through the lobby and into the
bathroom. The only thing that
saved her from his sexual assault
was that another woman hap-
pened to enter the bathroom.

In the interest of safety, travel-
ers should never let their guard
down, and parents should re-
main vigilant.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Consider kids’ safety at hotels

Tag-a-long cousin too much to bear

Dear Abby

Thursday, March 3, 2005 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · PAGE 23



AFN TV & Radio
Thursday

AFN-Sports, 6:30 a.m.—Outdoors: Babe
Winkelman’s Good Fishing (dld).

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—Bowling: PBA Cam-
bridge Credit (dld).

AFN-Sports, noon—NBA: Teams TBD (dld).
AFN-Sports, 3:30 p.m.—College basketball:

Kansas St. at Kansas (dld).
AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—Baseball: Spring train-

ing, Pittsburgh vs. N.Y. Yankees.
AFN-Sports, 10 p.m.—Golf: Ford Champion-

ship at Doral, 1st round.

Friday
AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.—College basketball:

Charlotte at Louisville.
AFN-Radio, 1:30 a.m.—NBA: Miami at New

Jersey.
AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.—NBA: Indiana at Den-

ver.
AFN-Atlantic, 3 a.m.—College basketball:

Purdue at Illinois.
AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.—NBA: Detroit at

Phoenix.
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:

2004 College Slam Dunk and 3-Point Con-
tests (dld).

AFN-Sports, 11 a.m.—College basketball:
Charlotte at Louisville (dld).

AFN-Sports, 2 p.m.—College basketball:
Purdue at Illinois (dld).

AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.—College basketball:
Miami at Duke (dld).

AFN-Sports, 8 p.m.—Motor racing: Speed-
way GP Prague (dld).

AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.—Golf: Ford Champion-
ship at Doral, 2nd round.

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicates delayed listing. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

Baseball
Spring training glance

AMERICAN LEAGUE
 W L Pct
Baltimore 0 0 .000
Boston 0 0 .000
Chicago 0 0 .000
Cleveland 0 0 .000
Detroit 0 0 .000
Kansas City 0 0 .000
Los Angeles 0 0 .000
Minnesota 0 0 .000
New York 0 0 .000
Oakland 0 0 .000
Seattle 0 0 .000
Tampa Bay 0 0 .000
Texas 0 0 .000
Toronto 0 0 .000

NATIONAL LEAGUE
 W L Pct
Arizona 0 0 .000
Atlanta 0 0 .000
Chicago 0 0 .000
Cincinnati 0 0 .000
Colorado 0 0 .000
Florida 0 0 .000
Houston 0 0 .000
Los Angeles 0 0 .000
Milwaukee 0 0 .000
New York 0 0 .000
Philadelphia 0 0 .000
Pittsburgh 0 0 .000
San Diego 0 0 .000
San Francisco 0 0 .000
St. Louis 0 0 .000
Washington 0 0 .000

NOTE: Split-squad games count in the
standings; games against non-major league
teams do not.

Tuesday’s games
Pittsburgh 12, Valparaiso 0
Univ. of Miami 9, Florida 7

Wednesday’s games
Manatee CC vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton,

Fla.
N.Y. Mets vs. Washington at Viera, Fla.
Florida vs. Los Angeles at Vero Beach, Fla.
Navy vs. Tampa Bay at St. Petersburg, Fla.
Georgia Tech vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee,

Fla.
Florida Southern vs. Detroit at Lakeland,

Fla.
Florida Atlantic vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla.
Colorado vs. Chicago White Sox at Tucson,

Ariz.

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

Tuesday
1. Illinois (28-0) did not play. Next: vs. Pur-

due, Thursday.
2. North Carolina (24-3) did not play. Next:

vs. Florida State, Thursday.
3. Kentucky (22-3) did not play. Next: vs.

Tennessee, Wednesday.
4. Wake Forest (24-4) did not play. Next:

vs. Georgia Tech, Wednesday.
5. Boston College (23-3) did not play. Next:

at Rutgers, Saturday.
6. Duke (21-4) did not play. Next: vs. Miami,

Thursday.
7. Kansas (21-4) did not play. Next: vs. Kan-

sas State, Wednesday.
8. Oklahoma State (20-5) did not play.

Next: vs. Texas A&M, Wednesday.
9. Louisville (24-4) did not play. Next: vs.

No. 18 Charlotte, Thursday.
10. Washington (23-4) did not play. Next:

at California, Thursday.
11. Arizona (24-5) did not play. Next: at Ari-

zona State, Saturday.
12. Gonzaga (23-4) did not play. Next: WCC

semifinals, Sunday.
13. Syracuse (24-5) did not play. Next: at

No. 15 Connecticut, Saturday.
14. Michigan State (20-5) did not play.

Next: at Northwestern, Wednesday.
15. Connecticut (19-6) did not play. Next:

vs. Georgetown, Wednesday.
16. Utah (24-4) did not play. Next: vs. San

Diego State, Saturday.
17. Pacific (23-2) did not play. Next: at Cal

State Fullerton, Thursday.
18. Charlotte (21-4) did not play. Next: at

No. 9 Louisville, Thursday.
19. Villanova (19-6) did not play. Next: vs.

Seton Hall, Wednesday.
20. Oklahoma (22-6) did not play. Next: at

Texas Tech, Saturday.
21. Alabama (21-6) did not play. Next: vs.

Auburn, Wednesday.

22. Cincinnati (22-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Tulane, Wednesday.

23. Wisconsin (19-7) beat Indiana 62-60.
Next: vs. Purdue, Saturday.

24. Pittsburgh (19-7) did not play. Next: at
Notre Dame, Saturday.

25. Nevada (22-5) did not play. Next: at Ha-
waii, Thursday.

Tuesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Edinboro 80, Indiana, Pa. 63
Mansfield 95, Kutztown 90
Millersville 61, West Chester 57, OT
Providence 86, St. John’s 75
Saint Joseph’s 71, George Washington 56
Shippensburg 56, Clarion 51

SOUTH
Clemson 66, Virginia Tech 64
Morgan St. 94, Md.-Eastern Shore 68
Spring Hill 67, Belhaven 56

MIDWEST
Dayton 53, Massachusetts 52
Indiana Tech 92, Cornerstone 87
Missouri Baptist 95, Williams Baptist 80
Olivet Nazarene 86, Ind.-South Bend 73
St. Xavier 85, Illinois Tech 39
Wisconsin 62, Indiana 60

SOUTHWEST
Mississippi St. 57, Arkansas 55
Texas-San Antonio 69, Stephen F.Austin 65

FAR WEST
New Mexico St. 78, Texas-Pan American 61

TOURNAMENTS
Big South Conference

First Round
Birmingham-Southern 69, Radford 40
Charleston Southern 66, Liberty 60
High Point 98, N.C.-Asheville 93, OT
Winthrop 74, Coastal Carolina 62

Cacc
First Round

Bloomfield 79, Dominican, N.Y. 68
Caldwell 85, N.J. Tech 71
Felician 79, Nyack 72
Sciences, Pa. 70, Holy Family 68

Great Lakes Conference tournament
Quarterfinals

Findlay 71, Hillsdale 54
Horizon League

First Round
Ill.-Chicago 84, Cleveland St. 65
Loyola of Chicago 78, Youngstown St. 75
Wright St. 61, Butler 57

Lone Star Conference Tournament
First Round

Tarleton St. 61, Texas A&M-Kingsville 58
Texas A&M Commerce 59, SE Oklahoma 42
W. Texas A&M 79, Cent. Oklahoma 67

Mid-Central Conference
Championship

Taylor 56, Huntington 55
NCC Tournament

Quarterfinals
Minn.-Mankato 80, North Dakota 62
South Dakota 81, Augustana,S.D. 71
St. Cloud St. 51, Minn. Duluth 47

Ohio Valley Conference
First Round

Austin Peay 71, Samford 60
E. Kentucky 74, Tennessee St. 68
SE Missouri 61, Murray St. 58
Tennessee Tech 72, E. Illinois 68

West Virginia Conference
First Round

Alderson-Broaddus 96, Ohio Valley 66
Charleston, W.Va. 74, Bluefield St. 66
Fairmont St. 77, Concord 66
W. Virginia St. 88, Davis & Elkins 76
WVU Tech 90, Shepherd 69
West Liberty 107, W. Va. Wesleyan 98
Wheeling Jesuit 90, Glenville St. 81

AP Women’s Top 25 fared
Tuesday

1. LSU (27-1) did not play. Next: vs. Florida
or Alabama, SEC tournament, Friday.

2. Stanford (26-2) did not play. Next: vs.
California or Washington State, Pac-10 tour-
nament, Saturday.

3. Ohio State (27-3) did not play. Next: vs.
Wisconsin or Indiana, Big Ten tournament,
Friday.

4. North Carolina (24-3) did not play. Next:
vs. Georgia Tech or Miami, ACC tournament,
Saturday.

5. Tennessee (23-4) did not play. Next: vs.
Auburn or Kentucky, SEC tournament, Fri-
day.

6. Duke (26-3) did not play. Next: vs. Virgin-
ia Tech or Wake Forest, ACC tournament,
Saturday.

7. Baylor (23-3) did not play. Next: vs. No.
13 Texas Tech, Thursday.

8. Michigan State (25-3) did not play. Next:
vs. Illinois or Northwestern, Big Ten tourna-
ment, Friday.

9. Rutgers (23-5) beat Villanova 51-39.
Next: vs. St. John’s-Seton Hall winner, Big
East tournament, Sunday.

10. Notre Dame (25-4) beat Seton Hall
41-35. Next: vs. West Virginia-Pittsburgh win-
ner, Big East tournament, Sunday.

11. Texas (19-7) did not play. Next: at
Texas A&M, Wednesday.

12. DePaul (24-3) did not play. Next: vs.
East Carolina or Memphis, CUSA tourna-
ment, Friday.

13. Texas Tech (21-5) did not play. Next: at
No. 7 Baylor, Thursday.

14. Connecticut (20-7) beat West Virginia
71-41. Next: vs. Georgetown-Syracuse win-
ner, Big East tournament, Sunday.

15. Minnesota (22-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Purdue, Big Ten tournament, Friday.

16. Temple (24-3) did not play. Next: vs.
TBA, Atlantic 10 tournament, Saturday.

17. Kansas State (20-6) did not play. Next:
at Missouri, Wednesday.

18. Vanderbilt (21-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Mississippi State or Arkansas, SEC tourna-
ment, Friday.

19. North Carolina State (21-6) did not
play. Next: vs. No. 25 Maryland or Clemson,
ACC tournament, Saturday.

20. Iowa St. (22-5) beat Kansas 61-52. Next:
vs. TBA, Big 12 tournament, March 9.

21. Georgia (21-8) did not play. Next: vs.
Mississippi or S. Carolina, SEC tournament,
Friday.

22. Boston College (19-8) beat St. John’s
64-55. Next: vs. Villanova-Providence win-
ner, Big East tournament, Sunday.

23. Penn St. (18-9) did not play. Next: vs.
Iowa or Michigan, Big Ten tournament, Friday.

24. Gonzaga (25-2) did not play. Next: vs.
Portland, WCC tournament, Thursday.

25. Maryland (19-8) did not play. Next: vs.
Clemson, ACC tournament, Friday.

Tuesday’s women’s scores
EAST

Boston College 64, St. John’s 55
California, Pa. 55, Edinboro 35
Cent. Connect. St. 70, Mount St. Mary’s, Md. 55
Clarion 69, Shippensburg 49
Connecticut 71, West Virginia 41
Gannon 69, Hillsdale 61
Georgetown 73, Syracuse 67
Millersville 69, Kutztown 56
Monmouth, N.J. 81, Wagner 49
Notre Dame 41, Seton Hall 35
Queens Coll. 76, Georgian Court 44
Rutgers 51, Villanova 39
Sacred Heart 66, Fairleigh Dickinson 58
St. Francis, NY 64, Quinnipiac 61
West Chester 54, Bloomsburg 53

SOUTH
Belhaven 58, William Carey 50
Marshall 65, Akron 49
Md.-Eastern Shore 61, Morgan St. 56

MIDWEST
Ball St. 68, Cent. Michigan 67
Bowling Green 75, N. Illinois 72
Columbia, Mo. 125, Harris-Stowe 32
Iowa St. 61, Kansas 52
Kent St. 87, Buffalo 33
Ohio 65, Miami (Ohio) 63
Olivet Nazarene 125, Robert Morris-Chic. 73
Toledo 72, E. Michigan 61

SOUTHWEST
NE Oklahoma 78, Texas A&M-Commerce 56
Texas-San Antonio 56, Stephen F.Austin 44

TOURNAMENTS
CIAA Tournament

Quarterfinals
Elizabeth City St. 76, Johnson C. Smith 62
N.C. Central 84, Bowie St. 79, OT
Shaw 85, St. Augustine’s 70
Winston-Salem 70, Fayetteville St. 60

Dakota Athletic Conference
Championship

S. Dakota Tech 75, Mary 73
Great Lakes Conference

Quarterfinals
Ashland 71, Ferris St. 70

Horizon League
First Round

Cleveland St. 62, Loyola of Chicago 55
Lone Star Conference

First Round
Abilene Christian 81, Tarleton St. 68
Angelo St. 79, Cent. Oklahoma 39

NCC Tournament
Quarterfinals

Augustana,S.D. 101, Nebraska-Omaha 95, OT
St. Cloud St. 81, Minn.-Mankato 59

Northeast 10 Conference
Quarterfinals

Bentley 64, Mass.-Lowell 50
Merrimack 69, St. Rose 56
Pace 47, American International 43
S. Connecticut 59, Bryant 53

Ohio Valley Conference
First Round

E. Kentucky 94, Murray St. 69
Jacksonville St. 65, Tennessee St. 64
SE Missouri 47, Samford 45
Tennessee Tech 70, Tenn.-Martin 51

Peach Belt Conference
First Round

Kennesaw 70, Francis Marion 69
Lander 72, Georgia College 59
North Florida 59, S.C.-Upstate 57

TransSouth Conference
First Round

Cumberland, Tenn. 75, Lyon 70
Trevecca Nazarene 75, Martin Methodist 62
Union, Tenn. 99, Blue Mountain 67

College baseball
Tuesday’s scores

EAST
Coppin St. at G. Washington, ccd., snow

SOUTH
Campbell 10, Barton 2
Charlotte 11, N. Carolina A&T 0
Davidson at Gardner-Webb, ppd. field
ETSU at Kentucky, ppd., weather
Erskine 4, Anderson, S.C. 1
Florida 13, Mercer 1
Fla. Gulf Coast 12, Salem International 1
Florida Southern 5, Rollins 1
Grambling St. 10, Louisiana Tech 9
Jacksonville 15, W. Michigan 7
James Madison at Liberty, ppd., snow
Lander 15, Presbyterian 10
Georgia Tech 9, Georgia Southern 1
Grambling St. 10, Louisiana Tech 9
Maine 11, Seton Hall 0

Marshall at W. Virginia St., ppd., weather
Middle Tennessee at Belmont, ppd., weather
Mississippi St. 14, MVSU 7
Newberry 13, Limestone 6
N.C. State 11, UNC-Greensboro 1
Northeastern 9-2, Mount St. Mary’s, Md. 2-3,
2nd game, 8 innings
NW Missouri St. 9, Georgia College 7
Northwestern St. 8, Mississippi 7
St. Bonaventure 17, Mercyhurst 2
St. John’s 17, Michigan 12
South Alabama 3, Auburn 0
Southern U. 3, Alcorn St. 1
Southern Miss. 5, SE Louisiana 2
Spring Hill 11-13, Tougaloo 1-2
Tulane 15, New Orleans 9
UAB 6, Florida A&M 5, 11 innings
UCF 9, Bethune-Cookman 2
Valdosta St. 21, Albany, Ga. 5
Vanderbilt at Lipscomb, ppd., snow
Virginia at Richmond, ppd., snow
Va. Common., at Longwood, ppd., snow
W. Kentucky at Louisville, ppd., weather

MIDWEST
Bowling Green at Dayton, ccd., snow
Cent. Iowa 9-5, Bethel, Minn. 6-4
Creighton 8, Kansas St. 3
North Park at N. Illinois, ppd., weather
Saint Louis at Indiana St., ppd., weather
SW Missouri St. 8, Kansas 4

SOUTHWEST
Arkansas St. 18, Tenn.-Martin 4
Austin 6, SW Assemblies of God 2
Baylor 4, Texas-San Antonio 2
Dallas Baptist 5, Texas St. 2
Hardin-Simmons 8, Wayland Baptist 6
Incarnate Word 6-9, Abilene Christian 3-5
NW Oklahoma 4-16, Bacone 0-5
Oklahoma St. 5, Brigham Young 4
Rice 10, Lamar 0
Texas A&M-C.C. 9, Texas Southern 2
Texas Tech 8, Texas-Arlington 0
Texas Wesleyan 3-0, McMurry 2-5
Trinity, Texas 7, Mary Hardin-Baylor 5

FAR WEST
California 8, San Francisco 3
Cal St.-Fullerton 18, San Diego St. 8
Fresno St. 14, Loyola Marymount 1
Long Beach St. 4, Pepperdine 3
San Jose St. at St. Mary’s, Cal., ppd., weather
Southern Cal 21, UC Riverside 8
S. Utah 3-14, Utah 2-6
UC Santa Barbara 11, Cal Poly-SLO 8
UNLV 3, UC Irvine 2

TOURNAMENT
Rainbow Tournament

South Florida 6, UC Davis 4
Louisiana-Lafayette 19, Wichita St. 3
Sacramento St. 8, Hawaii 5, 13 innings

College hockey
Tuesday’s scores

EAST
Connecticut 4, American International 4, tie

TOURNAMENT
MIAC

Play-In
St. Olaf 3, Gustavus Adolphus 2

Tennis
Dubai Duty Free
Women’s Open

Wednesday
At Dubai Tennis Stadium

Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Purse: $1 million (Tier II)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Second Round

Anastasia Myskina (3), Russia, def. Marion
Bartoli, France, 4-2, retired.

Daniela Hantuchova, Slovakia, def. Elena
Likhovtseva, Russia, 7-5, 6-4.

Patty Schnyder (8), Switzerland, def. Li Na,
China, 6-3, 7-6 (9).

Conchita Martinez, Spain, def. Nathalie
Dechy (7), France, 6-1, 6-2.

Tuesday
Singles

First Round
Zheng Jie, China, def. Anabel Medina Garri-

gues, Spain, 7-6 (4), 6-2.
Nathalie Dechy (7), France, def. Vera

Douchevina, Russia, 6-7 (1), 6-4, 7-6 (4).
Li Na, China, def. Ai Sugiyama, Japan, 1-6,

7-6 (4), 6-2.
Elena Likhovtseva, Russia, def. Selima

Sfar, Tunisia, 2-6, 6-2, 7-6 (5).
Daniela Hantuchova, Slovakia, def. Alicia

Molik (6), Australia, 7-6 (8), 6-2.
Elena Bovina, Russia, def. Francesca Schia-

vone, Italy, 6-1, 3-6, 6-4.
Marion Bartoli, France, def. Gisela Dulko,

Argentina, 6-4, 6-4.
Second Round

Sania Mirza, India, def. Svetlana Kuznetso-
va (4), Russia, 6-4, 6-2.

Jelena Jankovic, Serbia-Montenegro, def.
Silvia Farina Elia, Italy, 4-6, 7-5, 6-1.

Doubles
First Round

Elena Likhovtseva, Russia, and Conchita
Martinez (4), Spain, def. Lindsay Davenport
and Corina Morariu, United States, 6-3, 6-1.

Virginia Ruano Pascual, Spain, and Paola
Suarez (1), Argentina, def. Anastasia Myski-
na, Russia, and Ai Sugiyama, Japan, 6-3, 4-6,
6-3.

Yan Zi and Zheng Jie, China, def. Nathalie
Dechy, France, and Patty Schnyder, Switzer-
land, 4-6, 6-3, 6-1.

Gisela Dulko, Argentina, and Maria
Vento-Kabchi, Venezuela, def. Daniela and
Sandra Klemenschits, Germany, 6-3, 6-3.

Deals
Tuesday’s transactions

AUTO RACING
NASCAR—Suspended Busch series crew

chief Todd Lohse four races and fined him
$10,000 for unapproved hinged air deflector
modifications on Shane Hmiel’s car last
weekend. Fined Nextel Cup crew chiefs Tim
Weiss $10,000; Larry Hyder $5,000; and Billy
Poindexter $6,000. Fined Busch series crew
chiefs Tommy Perkins $2,500 and John Ver-
million $500. Fined Craftsman Truck series
crew chiefs Steven Kuykendall $2,000; and Ri-
chard Gay and Jeffrey Hensley $500.

BASEBALL
American League

LOS ANGELES ANGELS—Agreed to terms
with RHP Francisco Rodriguez, RHP Dustin
Moseley, C Wil Nieves, RHP Brendan Donnel-
ly, RHP Kevin Gregg, RHP John Lackey, INF
Chone Figgins and OF Juan Rivera on
one-year contracts.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS—Agreed to terms
with OF Alex Rios, RHP Vince Perkins and INF
Raul Tablado on one-year contracts.

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES—Agreed to terms with

RHP Tim Hudson on a four-year contract ex-
tension through the 2009 season.

NEW YORK METS—Agreed to terms with C
Mike Jacobs, C Jason Phillips, INF Aarom
Baldiris, INF Craig Brazell, INF Jeff Kep-
pinger, INF Jose Reyes, INF David Wright, OF
Ron Calloway, OF Ambiorix Concepcion, OF
Victor Diaz, OF Wayne Lydon, OF Angel
Pagan, OF Eric Valent, RHP Heath Bell, RHP
Bartolome Fortunato, RHP Matt Ginter, RHP
Aaron Heilman, RHP Bobby Keppel, RHP
Matt Lindstrom, RHP Jae Seo and RHP Tyler
Yates on one-year contracts.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS—Agreed to terms
with LHP Carmen Cali, LHP Randy Flores,
RHP Jimmy Journell, RHP Rhett Parrott, RHP
Evan Rust, RHP Adam Wainwright, OF John
Gall, OF Reid Gorecki, INF Hector Luna, INF
Scott Seabol and C Yadier Molina on
one-year contracts.

SAN DIEGO PADRES—Named Grady Fuson
special assistant to the general manager.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS—Agreed to terms
with RHP Jerome Williams, LHP Noah Lowry,
RHP David Aardsma, LHP Brian Burres, RHP
Kevin Correia, RHP Jesse Foppert, RHP Brad
Hennessey, RHP Scott Munter, RHP Alfredo
Simon, LHP Erick Threets, RHP Merkin Val-
dez, RHP Tyler Walker, C Justin Knoedler, INF
Lance Niekro, OF Jason Ellison, OF Frederick
Lewis, OF Todd Linden, OF Daniel Ortmeier
and OF Tony Torcato on one-year contracts.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

ATLANTA HAWKS—Waived G Gary Payton.
DALLAS MAVERICKS—Signed F Alan Hend-

erson. Placed C Pavel Podkolzin on the in-
jured list.

MIAMI HEAT—Signed C Alonzo Mourning.
Waived F Wesley Person.

NEW ORLEANS HORNETS—Waived F Dale
Davis.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CAROLINA PANTHERS—Released CB Ar-
trell Hawkins. Waived WR Tim Dodge.

CINCINNATI BENGALS—Tendered contract
offers to LB Marcus Wilkins, RB Kenny Wat-
son, CB Rashad Bauman and CB Reggie
Myles.

CLEVELAND BROWNS—Named Jeff Uhlen-
hake assistant offensive line coach.

GREEN BAY PACKERS—Released G Mike
Wahle and C Grey Ruegamer. Re-signed
WR-KR Antonio Chatman and DE R-Kal Tru-
luck to one-year contracts. Tendered con-
tract offers to T Kevin Barry, RB Najeh Daven-
port, DE Aaron Kampman, LB Paris Lenon,
QB Craig Nall, QB J.T. O’Sullivan, CB Jason
Horton, DL Cullen Jenkins and TE Ben Steele.

HOUSTON TEXANS—Re-signed CB Demar-
cus Faggins, LB DaShon Polk and T Junior
Ioane.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS—Re-signed S
Donovin Darius and DT Derrick Ransom to
one-year contracts. Tendered contract of-
fers to LB Akin Ayodele, S Deke Cooper, RB
David Allen, QB Quinn Gray and C Brett Rom-
berg.

MIAMI DOLPHINS—Named Richard Smith
defensive coordinator, Derek Dooley tight
ends coach, George Edwards linebackers
coach, Travis Jones assistant defensive line
coach, Will Muschamp assistant head
coach, defense and secondary coach, Dan
Quinn defensive line coach and Bobby Will-
iams running backs coach.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Declined their
option on the contract of WR-CB Troy
Brown.

OAKLAND RAIDERS—Released OL Frank
Middleton, S Ray Buchanan and TE Roland
Williams.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS—Signed LB Larry
Foote to a five-year contract. Tendered con-
tract offers to RB Verron Haynes, S Chris
Hope, DE Brett Keisel, WR Lee Mays and K
Jeff Reed.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS—Tendered contract
offers to CB Kris Richard, S Terreal Bierria,
DT Rocky Bernard, TE Ryan Hannam and S
Marquand Manuel.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Re-signed QB
Brian Griese to a five-year contract and
re-signed FB Mike Alstott, C John Wade, RB
Michael Pittman and RB Charlie Garner. Re-
leased QB Brad Johnson, WR Joe Jurevicius,
LB Ian Gold and CB Mario Edwards.

COLLEGE
BRIGHAM YOUNG—Promoted Tom Holmoe

to athletic director.
COLORADO-COLORADO SPRINGS—An-

nounced the resignation of Marty Fletcher,
women’s basketball coach.

GUILFORD—Named Kevin Kiesel football
coach.

INDIANA—Announced the resignation of
Kathi Bennett, women’s basketball coach.

NOTRE DAME—Named Ron Powlus direc-
tor of personnel development for football.

OKLAHOMA—Named Chris Wilson defen-
sive ends coach.

ST. THOMAS, MINN.—Announced the resig-
nation of Tricia Dornisch, women’s basket-
ball coach.

SOUTH CAROLINA—Dismissed sophomore
RB Demetris Summers from the football
team for violating athletics department poli-
cy.

STANFORD—Named John McDonell offen-
sive line coach for tackles and tight ends.

UTAH STATE—Dismissed junior F Marques
Crane from the men’s basketball team for vi-
olating team rules and academic reasons.

SCOREBOARD

TANK MCNAMARA
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Rasheed Wallace returned to
Portland with a new champion-
ship ring, acting like the same old
’Sheed.

Showing flashes of what made
him both loved and hated in Port-

land, Wallace
had 12 points
and 10 re-
bounds and
the Detroit Pis-
tons beat his
former team,

the Trail Blazers, 103-93 on Tues-
day night.

Afterward, Wallace dutifully
answered questions from the De-
troit media, but ignored Port-
land-based reporters. He kept his
hand — the one with the champi-
onship ring he earned after being
traded away by the Blazers last
season — at his chin and cheek
for the benefit of cameras.

“I knew they were going to
come hard at me and vice versa,”
Wallace said. “I was concentrat-
ing on — I just wanted to go full
speed at these guys — for person-
al reasons.”

Richard Hamilton had 20
points and nine assists for the Pis-
tons, who have won a season-high
eight in a row and 13 of their past
14.

It was Wallace’s second trip
back to the Rose Garden since the
Trail Blazers traded him to Atlan-
ta a little more than a year ago.

He played one game for the
Hawks before he was dealt to De-
troit. He spent 7½ rocky years in
Portland, developing a love-hate
relationship with Trail Blazers
fans.

Fittingly, he was greeted by an
almost equal mix of boos and
cheers from the Rose Garden
crowd.

When Tayshaun Prince had an
alley-oop layup that made it 34-21
early, an animated Wallace taunt-
ed his old coach as he ran back
down the floor.

“Timeout Cheeks!” he shouted.
Portland coach Maurice

Cheeks rolled his eyes.
“Rasheed was psyched up for

the game and had a great start,”
Prince said. “He made some big
shots, some big threes early for
us.”

Treating the fans to a bit of the
‘Sheed’ they came to know so
well, Wallace was called for a
technical foul in the third quarter.

He played it up to the crowd,
pointing skyward at the video
scoreboard for a replay of the foul
he argued.

When he left the game with
about a minute left and five fouls,
Wallace said to the crowd: “Ev-
erybody applaud and leave.”

SuperSonics 101, Pacers 93:
Rashard Lewis had 30 points on
14-for-19 shooting, and Seattle ral-
lied in the fourth quarter for a
road victory.

Seattle shot 53 percent from
the field one game after shooting
a franchise-low 29.4 percent in a
loss to Milwaukee on Sunday.

Stephen Jackson had 28 points
and six rebounds, and Jermaine
O’Neal added 18 points and eight

rebounds for Indiana.

Grizzlies 99, Warriors 97:
Mike Miller scored 19 points and
had a key steal and two clutch
free throws with 10.4 seconds to
help Memphis edge visiting Gold-
en State.

Shane Battier scored a sea-
son-high 25 points and Brian Car-
dinal added 20 for the Grizzlies.

Bobcats 94, Kings 87: Gerald
Wallace had 16 points, seven re-
bounds and five steals against his
former team, leading the Bobcats
to a home victory.

Wallace was drafted by Sacra-
mento and spent three seasons
there before the Kings left him un-
protected in the expansion draft.

Corliss Williamson, acquired
last week in the trade for Chris
Webber, led Sacramento with 18
points.

76ers 118, Bucks 111: Allen
Iverson scored 48 points, his sixth
career game of 40 or more
against the Bucks, and visiting
Philadelphia won for the first
time with Chris Webber.

Webber added 15 points as the
Sixers snapped a three-game los-
ing streak.

Michael Redd had 35 points for
Milwaukee.

Rockets 119, Bulls 89: Tracy
McGrady scored 32 points with
seven assists in three quarters,
and Mike James added 26 points
as visiting Houston won for the
first time since the All-Star break
and handed Chicago its worst loss
of the season.

Nuggets 97, Hawks 74: Car-
melo Anthony scored 23 points
and triggered a big third-quarter
run for host Denver, which
matched a season high with its
fourth straight win.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 29 28 .509 —
Philadelphia 27 29 .482 1½
New Jersey 25 32 .439 4
Toronto 24 32 .429 4½
New York 24 33 .421 5

Southeast Division
Miami 42 16 .724 —
Washington 31 24 .564 9½
Orlando 28 27 .509 12½
Charlotte 12 42 .222 28
Atlanta 10 46 .179 31

Central Division
Detroit 36 19 .655 —
Cleveland 31 24 .564 5
Chicago 29 25 .537 6½
Indiana 28 28 .500 8½
Milwaukee 23 32 .418 13

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 43 13 .768 —
Dallas 38 17 .691 4½
Houston 33 24 .579 10½
Memphis 32 25 .561 11½
New Orleans 11 45 .196 32

Northwest Division
Seattle 39 16 .709 —
Denver 28 29 .491 12
Minnesota 28 29 .491 12
Portland 22 33 .400 17
Utah 19 37 .339 20½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 43 14 .754 —
Sacramento 36 22 .621 7½
L.A. Lakers 28 27 .509 14
L.A. Clippers 25 32 .439 18
Golden State 16 40 .286 26½

Tuesday’s games
Memphis 99, Golden State 97
Seattle 101, Indiana 93
Charlotte 94, Sacramento 87
Philadelphia 118, Milwaukee 111
Houston 119, Chicago 89
Denver 97, Atlanta 74
Detroit 103, Portland 93

Wednesday’s games
Houston at Washington
Seattle at Cleveland
Sacramento at Orlando
New Jersey at Philadelphia
L.A. Lakers at Boston
Golden State at Minnesota
Toronto at San Antonio
Atlanta at Utah
Charlotte at New Orleans
Dallas at L.A. Clippers

Thursday’s games
Miami at New Jersey
Indiana at Denver
Detroit at Phoenix

Friday’s games
New York at Orlando
Golden State at Washington
Cleveland at Philadelphia
Charlotte at Boston
Toronto at Memphis
Utah at New Orleans
Sacramento at Miami
Milwaukee at Minnesota
Chicago at San Antonio
Indiana at Portland
Detroit at Seattle
Dallas at L.A. Lakers

Tuesday
Grizzlies 99, Warriors 97

GOLDEN STATE — Dunleavy 6-9 2-2 16, Mur-
phy 1-8 6-8 8, Foyle 0-1 1-2 1, Fisher 2-8 0-1 4,
Richardson 11-20 2-2 29, Davis 4-10 0-0 10,
White 2-6 0-0 4, Pietrus 8-13 0-0 17, Cabarka-
pa 2-5 4-4 8. Totals 36-80 15-19 97.

MEMPHIS — Battier 10-17 4-5 25, Cardinal
6-13 5-5 20, Wright 3-8 3-6 9, Williams 4-10 0-0
9, Miller 6-10 4-4 19, Wells 0-3 0-0 0, Watson
4-7 1-2 9, Humphrey 2-3 0-0 4, Posey 1-2 1-2 4.
Totals 36-73 18-24 99.

Golden State 23 27 25 22—97
Memphis 22 31 33 13—99
Three-Point Goals—Golden State 10-24 (Ri-

chardson 5-6, Dunleavy 2-4, Davis 2-6, Pi-
etrus 1-2, Cabarkapa 0-1, White 0-1, Murphy
0-2, Fisher 0-2), Memphis 9-20 (Miller 3-4, Car-
dinal 3-6, Posey 1-1, Battier 1-3, Williams 1-4,
Watson 0-1, Wells 0-1). Fouled Out—Cardi-
nal. Rebounds—Golden State 44 (Murphy 9),
Memphis 47 (Battier 10). Assists—Golden
State 18 (Fisher 6), Memphis 14 (Williams 7).
Total Fouls—Golden State 23, Memphis 22.
Technicals—Murphy, Memphis coach Fratel-
lo. A—14,209 (18,119).

Sonics 101, Pacers 93
SEATTLE — Lewis 14-19 0-2 30, Evans 1-2

6-7 8, James 5-8 3-3 13, Allen 6-14 4-5 18, Rid-
nour 0-3 0-0 0, Daniels 4-8 4-4 12, Radmanov-
ic 5-10 2-2 14, Fortson 1-3 0-0 2, Collison 2-4
0-0 4, Murray 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 38-72 19-23 101.

INDIANA — Jackson 11-19 2-2 28, O'Neal
5-13 8-14 18, Pollard 0-3 0-2 0, Miller 1-5 7-7
10, Johnson 2-5 0-0 4, Croshere 5-6 5-7 15,
F.Jones 3-7 1-2 8, Harrison 0-3 0-0 0, Gill 1-5
0-0 3, J.Jones 2-5 2-2 7. Totals 30-71 25-36 93.

Seattle 32 21 19 29—101
Indiana 20 28 25 20— 93
Three-Point Goals—Seattle 6-13 (Rad-

manovic 2-2, Allen 2-4, Lewis 2-5, Murray 0-1,
Ridnour 0-1), Indiana 8-22 (Jackson 4-10, Mill-
er 1-2, F.Jones 1-2, J.Jones 1-3, Gill 1-3, Crosh-
ere 0-1, Johnson 0-1). Fouled Out—James. Re-
bounds—Seattle 45 (Evans 12), Indiana 45
(O'Neal 8). Assists—Seattle 12 (Daniels, Rid-
nour 4), Indiana 16 (Johnson 5). Total
Fouls—Seattle 26, Indiana 26. Technicals—Se-
attle Defensive Three Second, Evans, Fort-
son, Indiana Defensive Three Second, Indi-
ana coach Carlisle 2. Ejected—Indiana coach
Carlisle. A—14,971 (18,345).

Bobcats 94, Kings 87
SACRAMENTO — Williamson 6-12 6-7 18, Th-

omas 6-13 1-2 13, Skinner 7-10 1-3 15, Bibby
4-15 4-4 14, Mobley 8-14 0-0 17, Evans 2-9 0-0
4, House 1-5 0-0 3, Ostertag 1-4 0-0 2, Martin
0-0 1-2 1. Totals 35-82 13-18 87.

CHARLOTTE — Wallace 7-12 2-3 16, Okafor
5-17 1-2 11, Brezec 9-14 1-2 19, Knight 7-10 3-3
17, Rush 3-11 0-0 6, Ely 4-7 3-4 11, Bogans 3-6
0-0 7, Smith 1-3 0-0 3, Hart 1-4 0-0 2, Allen 1-2
0-0 2. Totals 41-86 10-14 94.

Sacramento 26 19 15 27—87
Charlotte 27 28 18 21—94

Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 4-16
(Bibby 2-7, House 1-2, Mobley 1-4, Thomas
0-1, Evans 0-2), Charlotte 2-8 (Smith 1-1,
Bogans 1-2, Hart 0-2, Rush 0-3). Fouled Out-
—None. Rebounds—Sacramento 56 (Skinner
16), Charlotte 45 (Okafor 13). Assists—Sacra-
mento 12 (Bibby 4), Charlotte 25 (Knight 10).
Total Fouls—Sacramento 16, Charlotte 18.
Technicals—Bibby, House, Bogans.
A—11,790 (23,319).

76ers 118, Bucks 111
PHILADELPHIA — Korver 6-18 4-4 20, Web-

ber 6-16 3-3 15, Dalembert 1-3 0-0 2, Iguodala
2-3 0-0 4, Iverson 18-30 7-8 48, Jackson 5-7 4-4
14, McKie 4-8 0-0 9, Rogers 2-5 2-2 6, Ollie 0-0
0-0 0, Bradley 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 44-90 20-21 118.

MILWAUKEE — Mason 10-20 8-9 28, Smith
6-8 4-4 16, Gadzuric 2-5 0-0 4, Redd 9-19 14-14
35, M.Williams 8-13 4-4 22, Booth 0-0 0-0 0,
Kukoc 1-5 2-4 4, Strickland 1-2 0-0 2, Fizer 0-0
0-0 0, Pachulia 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 37-73 32-35
111.

Philadelphia 36 29 28 25—118
Milwaukee 33 25 19 34—111
Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 10-29

(Iverson 5-8, Korver 4-15, McKie 1-4, Rogers
0-2), Milwaukee 5-12 (Redd 3-6, M.Williams
2-3, Kukoc 0-3). Fouled Out—Webber. Re-
bounds—Philadelphia 44 (Dalembert 8), Mil-
waukee 42 (Gadzuric 7). Assists—Philadel-
phia 27 (Iverson 8), Milwaukee 22 (M.Will-
iams 9). Total Fouls—Philadelphia 30, Mil-
waukee 22. Technicals—Milwaukee coach
Porter, Kukoc. A—13,978 (18,717).

Rockets 119, Bulls 89
HOUSTON — McGrady 12-21 7-8 32, Howard

5-9 0-0 10, Yao 6-8 2-2 14, James 11-15 0-0 26,
Wesley 2-4 3-3 8, Mutombo 1-4 0-0 2, Barry
5-9 0-0 13, Weatherspoon 0-1 2-2 2, Norris 1-5
2-2 4, Padgett 0-1 2-2 2, Bowen 2-4 0-0 4,
Baker 0-0 2-2 2. Totals 45-81 20-21 119.

CHICAGO — Deng 0-0 0-0 0, Davis 1-3 1-2 3,
Curry 4-7 9-14 17, Hinrich 2-5 0-0 4, Duhon 1-7
0-0 2, Griffin 2-3 2-2 6, Gordon 7-18 0-0 15,
Chandler 1-2 0-0 2, Nocioni 2-9 4-5 8, Piat-
kowski 4-7 6-6 14, Harrington 4-6 5-9 13,
Pargo 1-11 2-2 5. Totals 29-78 29-40 89.

Houston 36 30 31 22—119
Chicago 24 15 26 24— 89
Three-Point Goals—Houston 9-14 (James

4-5, Barry 3-4, Wesley 1-2, McGrady 1-2,
Padgett 0-1), Chicago 2-16 (Pargo 1-4, Gor-
don 1-4, Hinrich 0-2, Nocioni 0-2, Duhon 0-4).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Houston 45
(Weatherspoon 7), Chicago 52 (Harrington
9). Assists—Houston 29 (McGrady 7), Chica-
go 16 (Hinrich 5). Total Fouls—Houston 26,
Chicago 21. Technicals—Houston coach Van
Gundy, Chandler. A—21,755 (21,711).

Nuggets 97, Hawks 74
ATLANTA — Harrington 5-12 8-12 18,

J.Smith 4-7 1-2 9, Ekezie 4-7 4-4 12, Childress
2-8 4-4 8, Lue 2-7 4-5 9, Diaw 2-8 2-2 6, Gugliot-
ta 2-7 0-0 4, Drobnjak 1-5 2-2 4, Ivey 0-1 0-0 0,
Collier 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 24-65 25-31 74.

DENVER — Martin 0-2 0-0 0, Anthony 9-16
5-5 23, Camby 5-10 1-4 11, D.Johnson 5-7 0-0
10, And.Miller 6-9 2-2 14, Elson 2-4 0-0 4, Buck-
ner 1-4 0-0 2, Russell 2-5 0-0 5, Boykins 4-11
5-6 14, Najera 4-8 3-4 11, Pope 0-0 0-0 0, Flores
1-2 0-0 3. Totals 39-78 16-21 97.

Atlanta 18 16 16 24—74
Denver 13 20 32 32—97
Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 1-6 (Lue 1-3,

Harrington 0-1, Diaw 0-2), Denver 3-9
(Boykins 1-1, Russell 1-1, Flores 1-1, Anthony
0-1, Najera 0-1, Buckner 0-2, D.Johnson 0-2).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Atlanta 41
(Gugliotta 7), Denver 50 (Camby 13). As-
sists—Atlanta 13 (Lue 6), Denver 28 (And.Mill-
er 10). Total Fouls—Atlanta 20, Denver 21.
Technicals—Atlanta Defensive Three Sec-
ond 2, Atlanta coach Woodson. Flagrant
foul—Lue. Ejected—Lue. A—15,341 (18,227).

Pistons 103, Trail Blazers 93
DETROIT — Prince 8-16 0-0 17, R.Wallace

5-10 0-0 12, B.Wallace 4-11 5-6 13, Hamilton
10-14 0-0 20, Billups 5-8 5-5 16, McDyess 7-8
4-4 18, Arroyo 0-1 3-4 3, Dupree 1-3 0-2 2, Hunt-
er 1-2 0-0 2, Ham 0-0 0-0 0, Jenkins 0-1 0-0 0.
Totals 41-74 17-21 103.

PORTLAND — Patterson 6-8 2-5 14, Randol-
ph 8-15 1-2 17, Przybilla 4-6 2-6 10,
Stoudamire 7-20 3-3 19, Van Exel 3-7 0-0 8, Tel-
fair 1-4 3-4 5, Miles 2-4 1-1 5, Frahm 1-4 0-0 2,
Ratliff 2-4 0-0 4, Abdur-Rahim 3-8 1-1 7, Out-
law 1-2 0-0 2, Khryapa 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 38-82
13-22 93.

Detroit 34 26 23 20—103
Portland 26 24 23 20— 93
Three-Point Goals—Detroit 4-10 (R.Wallace

2-4, Billups 1-3, Prince 1-3), Portland 4-13
(Van Exel 2-4, Stoudamire 2-6, Patterson 0-1,
Frahm 0-1, Telfair 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Detroit 39 (R.Wallace 10), Portland
51 (Przybilla 12). Assists—Detroit 27 (Hamil-
ton 9), Portland 23 (Stoudamire, Van Exel 6).
Total Fouls—Detroit 17, Portland 16. Techni-
cal—R.Wallace. A—17,664 (19,980).

NBA leaders
Through March 1

Scoring
 G FG FT PTS AVG

Iverson, Phil. 50 502 437 1503 30.1
Bryant, LAL 41 343 373 1133 27.6
Nowitzki, Dall. 54 480 433 1460 27.0
Stoudemire, Phoe. 57 542 407 1491 26.2
Arenas, Wash. 53 437 341 1350 25.5
McGrady, Hou. 54 483 302 1373 25.4
James, Clev. 53 501 289 1340 25.3
O'Neal, Ind. 40 364 275 1004 25.1
Allen, Sea. 53 430 273 1268 23.9
Wade, Mia. 54 442 401 1289 23.9

Rebounds
 G OFF DEF TOT AVG

Garnett, Minn. 57 172 611 783 13.7
B. Wallace, Det. 47 172 381 553 11.8
Duncan, S.A. 54 173 462 635 11.8
Marion, Phoe. 57 162 463 625 11.0
O'Neal, Mia. 54 188 376 564 10.4
Odom, LAL 54 112 447 559 10.4
K. Thomas, N.Y. 57 117 465 582 10.2
Nowitzki, Dall. 54 67 480 547 10.1

Assists
 G AST AVG

Nash, Phoe. 51 584 11.5
Knight, Char. 42 356 8.5
Marbury, N.Y. 57 469 8.2
Kidd, N.J. 41 330 8.0
Iverson, Phil. 50 389 7.8
James, Clev. 53 406 7.7
Wade, Mia. 54 397 7.4

Wallace reminds Blazers
of what they’re missing

AP

Pistons forward Rasheed Wallace gestures to the Portland crowd as

they taunt him after he picked up his third foul against the Trail Blazers.
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ATLANTA — Gary Payton
wants to finish out the season
with a playoff contender. The At-
lanta Hawks don’t fall into that
category.

The Hawks waived Payton on
Tuesday, the deadline for players
to clear waivers and be eligible
for a playoff roster.

Atlanta, which has the NBA’s
worst record (10-46), acquired
Payton last week at the trade

deadline in a
deal that sent
leading scorer
and rebound-
er Antoine
Walker to the
Boston Celt-

ics.
But Payton never reported to

the Hawks and sought a buyout of
his contract by Tuesday, which
he got.

“Everything’s fine,” Hawks
General Manager Billy Knight
said. “It’s good for Gary, it’s good
for us. We want our young play-
ers to get playing time, and he
wants to be a free agent and make
the playoffs.”

The Hawks never made a push
to bring in Payton, and asked
whether he ever really expected
Payton to show, Knight said, “I
wouldn’t comment about that
part of it. I knew I’d talk to his
agent.”

The 36-year-old guard reluc-
tantly came to Boston last sum-
mer from the Lakers. He was av-
eraging 12.1 points and 6.1 assists
this season for the Celtics, who
are interested in bringing him
back.

Boston coach Doc Rivers said
Boston is one of six or seven
teams interested in the nine-time
All-Star.

The Celtics were sparing no ef-
forts to bring him back. Paul
Pierce and Ricky Davis called
Payton, as did Rivers. The coach
said Payton would be happy to re-
turn to Boston, though he was
keeping his options open.

“I would love to have him
back,” Rivers said. “When we
made the trade [to acquire Pay-
ton], no one wanted him. Now six
or seven teams want him. So that
means he did his job very well
here. I think he’s made himself
very attractive with what he’s
done here.”

Hornets waive Davis, Robinson

NEW ORLEANS — The New
Orleans Hornets waived center
Dale Davis and forward Glenn
Robinson on Tuesday, just days
after trading for the veteran play-
ers.

“Dale and Glenn have been
quality players in this league for
many years, but we knew when
we made these trades that neither
of them were a part of our plans
for the future,” Hornets General
Manager Allan Bristow said. “By
waiving them now, we can allow
them to pursue an opportunity
with another team this season.”

Davis came to the Hornets
along with Speedy Claxton short-
ly before last week’s trading dead-
line in a deal that sent point guard

Baron Davis to
Golden State.
But the Hornets
never expected
Dale Davis,
whose contract
expires after
paying him
$10.1 million
this season, to
report to New
Orleans.

The Indiana Pacers and Detroit
Pistons are among teams that
have expressed interest in acquir-
ing the 35-year-old center, who
has averaged 8.5 points and 8.2 re-
bounds during his 15-year career.

“There are some things that
have to happen for the deal to be
completed,” Pacers coach Rick
Carlisle said before Indiana’s
game against Seattle on Tuesday
night. “I don’t have the latest
word on it, but we’re hopeful that
we can get him here.”

Davis played his first nine sea-
sons in Indiana from 1991-2000.

He was traded in 2000 to the
Portland Trail Blazers for
All-Star forward Jermaine
O’Neal.

“If this can get done, having
[Davis] back in a Pacer uniform
would be exciting for our fans be-
cause he was certainly a terrific
player over a long period of
time,” Carlisle said.

Robinson was sent to the Hor-
nets by the Philadelphia 76ers in
exchange for Jamal Mashburn
and Rodney Rogers on Feb. 24.
But the 10-year veteran, who aver-
aged 20.8 points in 679 games,
had not appeared in a game for
the 76ers this season after being
placed on the injured list Nov. 1
with left ankle tendinitis.

Henderson back with Mavs

DALLAS — Alan Henderson
signed with Dallas on Tuesday, re-
joining the Mavericks less than a
week after the team traded him to
the Milwaukee Bucks.

Henderson was waived one day
after the Feb. 24 trade that sent
him and Calvin Booth to Milwau-
kee in exchange for Keith Van
Horn.

Terms of his new deal with the
Mavericks were undisclosed.

Before being traded, Hender-
son was the only Mavericks play-
er to appear in every game. He
started his last two games after
center Erick Dampier went down
with a stress fracture Feb. 17.

Henderson is averaging 3.5
points and 4.5 rebounds this sea-
son.

Shaq back at practice,
says he’ll play Thursday

MIAMI — Miami Heat center
Shaquille O’Neal returned to prac-
tice Tuesday, one week after
spraining his left knee in an awk-
ward tumble against the Chicago
Bulls.

O’Neal, who missed all but the
first two minutes of that Bulls
game and was held out of Miami’s
next three contests, said he plans
to play on Thursday when the
Heat visit New Jersey.

“I went through the whole prac-
tice,” O’Neal said. “It was good.”

BY ARNIE STAPLETON

The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — It wasn’t so much a premoni-
tion as it was recognition of how poorly his team was
shooting.

Wisconsin coach Bo Ryan had watched the Bad-
gers go without a field goal since the 9:35 mark of
the second half. So he felt confident telling forward
Alando Tucker during a timeout with 10 seconds left
and the game tied that he would have to beat Indi-
ana with a putback at the buzzer off somebody’s
missed shot.

“Alando, you’re going to get the offensive rebound
on the miss that’s going to win the game,” Ryan told
Tucker.

Sure enough, Tucker’s putback at the buzzer al-
lowed No. 23 Wisconsin to fend off Indiana 62-60 in
the only game involving a ranked team Tuesday
night.

“I told the guys in the locker room afterward that
at least one guy listened to me one time,” Ryan said.

Tucker, who scored 17 points, vouched for his
coach.

“He actually did say that. He told me, ‘If it is a
missed shot, I want you to attack the glass hard,’ ”
Tucker recounted. “So, I guess it played out like he
wanted it.”

After the timeout, Tucker was short on a
three-pointer, and Mike Wilkinson grabbed the re-
bound but was too far underneath the basket for his
follow shot to come close. No matter, Tucker
swooped in, grabbed that rebound and put it back up
in one motion before being swarmed by his team-
mates after the ball fell through the net as the back-
board’s red light went on.

“Mike got in great position to get the rebound,”
Tucker said. “He made a great play by getting it up
into the air. He got it up in the air, and it was a spot
where I was coming right to, and I grabbed the ball
and laid it in.”

Indiana’s Roderick Wilmont, whose putback with
15 seconds tied it at 60, was kicking himself for al-
lowing Tucker to get past him for the rebound.

“I missed it. I should have had the box-out,” Wil-
mont said. “We missed two box-outs at the end, and
it hurt us.”

The Badgers, playing for the third time in six
nights, refused to use fatigue as an excuse for blow-
ing a 10-point lead down the stretch — when they
missed nine of 10 shots from the field and six of 13
from the free-throw line.

But they were thrilled not to have to go to over-
time.

“We definitely wanted to end it, we wanted to get
it over,” said Tucker, whose game-winner was Wis-
consin’s first basket since a jumper by Sharif Cham-
bliss gave the Badgers a 53-43 lead with 9:35 remain-
ing.

“Tucker and Wilkinson stepped up and made
plays on the last possession,” Hoosiers coach Mike
Davis said. “I thought it was a great game. Our guys
grew up again tonight. I thought we gave ourselves
opportunities to win, and we came up short.”

Wilkinson scored 28 points to make the Badgers’
senior class the winningest group in school history.
He would have eclipsed his career high of 29 points
had he not gone 5-for-10 from the free-throw line
over the final 2:50.

He did, however, make three of four foul shots in
the final minute.

Wilkinson’s class has won at least 10 Big Ten
games in each of its four seasons, a school first, and
he’s been involved in every one of the team’s 87 vic-
tories since 2000-01 mark, the best four-year stretch
in school history.

Wilkinson scored 19 points in the first half as the
Badgers (19-7, 10-5 Big Ten) avenged a 74-61 loss to
the Hoosiers (14-12, 9-6) on Jan. 8 in Bloomington.
A road win would have been a big boost to Indiana’s
now slim chances for an at-large berth to the NCAA
tournament.

“That was one we should have won,” said Indi-
ana’s Bracey Wright, whose jumper with 2:23 left
capped a 13-2 run that gave the Hoosiers their first
lead at 56-55.

BY JON SARCHE

The Associated Press

DENVER — Experts believe a
settlement between Kobe Bryant
and the woman who has accused
him of rape makes the most sense
for both sides because it allows
them to avoid a potentially embar-
rassing trial that would bring out
intimate details of their lives.

ABC News Radio reported
Tuesday that the NBA star and
his 20-year-old accuser have
reached an agreement in princi-
ple, with a settlement possible as
early as this week.

Attorneys for Bryant did not re-
turn calls, and the woman’s attor-
neys declined to comment on the
report.

Earlier, the woman’s attorneys
had scheduled a seven-hour ques-

tioning session with Bryant on Fri-
day, but it was scratched, prompt-
ing speculation a settlement was
close.

Denver attorney Bill Keating
said a settlement always seemed
the only logical end for the
high-profile lawsuit.

Bryant and many observers
“recognize this is a case likely to
be very time-consuming, very ex-
pensive and a case that delves
into intensely personal issues on
both sides,” Keating said.

“It’s really the perfect case to
be settled because there are lots
of areas of compensation other
than money that come along with
getting the case settled: not hav-
ing to be involved in this public
issue any more,” he said.

A settlement would offer Bry-
ant “an end to litigation, an end to

courtrooms, an end to meetings
with lawyers,” Denver attorney
Larry Pozner said. “And what
you give back is money, and what
Kobe Bryant has a lot of is
money.”

The woman filed her lawsuit in
Denver federal court in August,
three weeks before the criminal
case against the Los Angeles Lak-
ers star collapsed when she decid-
ed she could not participate in the
trial.

Allegations in the lawsuit ech-
oed those of the criminal case:
The woman said Bryant flirted
with her during a tour of the
Vail-area resort where she
worked in June 2003. After the
two ended up in his room, they
began to kiss and Bryant became
more aggressive, holding her by
the throat while he raped her
from behind.

Settlement likely for BryantPayton, Davis waived
by new teams, could
return to former clubs

Payton

Tucker’s follow leads Badgers

AP

Wisconsin forward Alando Tucker (42) shoots over

Indiana guard Roderick Wilmont at the end of the

game. Tucker followed his shot and put back a team-

mate’s miss to win the game at the buzzer.
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While Dontrelle Willis got limber, the guys
facing him brought the lumber — or alumi-
num, in this case.

The Florida Marlins’ lefty was hit hard in
his spring debut Tuesday, with the University
of Miami zinging him with their metal bats.

Willis gave up six runs and
six hits in 21/3 innings and
the college boys won 9-7 in
an exhibition at Jupiter, Fla.

“I was throwing right
where I wanted to. With the

talented team they had and the bats they had,
they were just turning everything around. But
I had a great time out there. I was glad to get
out there and get a game feel,” Willis said.

“They’re a good team. This is no junior col-
lege. This is the notorious University of
Miami,” he said.

The only thing that surprised Willis was the
sound of the ball hitting the bat. He was fooled
by a soft liner up the middle that went for an
infield single.

“It was funny because when the ball came
back at me, the ping was so loud I thought it
was harder than it was, so I kind of jumped
back,” Willis said.

Miami (10-3), ranked 11th this season, won
its first game against a major-league team
since March 10, 1982, when they beat Balti-
more 7-6.

Marlins newcomer Carlos Delgado went
0-for-2 with a strikeout. All of Florida’s start-
ers were out of the game by the fifth inning.

Another prominent lefty got in some work,
too. Andy Pettitte faced hitters for the first
time since season-ending elbow surgery in Au-
gust, pitching a shaky inning in Houston’s in-
trasquad game at Kissimmee, Fla.

Pettitte threw only fastballs during his
28-pitch performance, a cautionary measure
to prevent a setback in his recovery. He gave
up two runs, two walks and three hits before
getting an out.

Pettitte stayed in to record four outs in the
inning because the Astros wanted him to get
in some extra work.

“He was a little protective of his arm,” As-
tros catcher Brad Ausmus said. “I think he got
a little frustrated with himself.”

“I felt like I hadn’t pitched in a long time,”
Pettitte said. “I didn’t feel real comfortable
out there today.”

Tim Hudson felt fine. The Atlanta newcom-
er completed a $47 million, four-year contract
extension with the Braves, giving up the
chance to go through free agency at the end of
the season.

“I knew all along this was the place I want-
ed to be,” the former 20-game winner said.

Hudson was traded from Oakland to Atlan-
ta in December. He went 12-6 with a 3.53
ERA in 27 starts, but spent a month on the dis-
abled list with an injury to his left side.

Spring training games begin in earnest
Wednesday, with one that should attract some
attention: the Washington Nationals vs. the
New York Mets.

With the curly “W” on their caps, the
former Montreal Expos give fans in Washing-
ton a home team for the first time since the
Senators left town following the 1971 season.

“It’s going to be a very special day, even
though it’s just spring training,” general man-
ager Jim Bowden said.

After saying earlier he wouldn’t play a full
complement of regulars, manager Frank Rob-
inson changed his plans. Newcomers Jose
Guillen and Vinny Castilla are expected to be
in the lineup, along with Jose Vidro and Nick
Johnson.

Tony Armas Jr. will pitch against the Mets’
Tom Glavine at Space Coast Stadium in Viera,
Fla., where the Nationals hold camp.

“Frank told me how he wasn’t going to start
his regulars for the first few days, but, boy,
they’re all in there tomorrow, at least for the
first couple of innings,” Bowden said. “And I
think that’s good, because it allows the fans in

Washington, as well as America, to see some
of our players. A lot of these players are not
very well known. They will be in six months.”

The Pittsburgh Pirates opened exhibition
play by beating Valparaiso 12-0 in Bradenton,
Fla. Josh Fogg pitched two scoreless innings
and non-roster infielder Jose Leon homered
and drove in three runs.

Russell Branyan, one of three veterans
vying for the Milwaukee Brewers’ starting
third base job this spring, had a solo homer
and RBI to help his side to a 4-1 intrasquad
win.

Branyan played 51 games for the Brewers
last season after spending the first part of the
season in the minor leagues with Atlanta and
Cleveland. He’s hoping his power stroke will
give him an edge over Wes Helms and
non-roster invitee Jeff Cirillo.

The Associated Press

MESA, Ariz. — Ron Santo
plans to hold off on any early
Hall of Fame celebration.

Santo is hoping to hear good
news Wednesday when the
Hall’s Veterans Committee an-
nounces its vote. The late Gil
Hodges and Roger Maris also
were on the ballot, along with
old-time pitchers Smoky Joe
Wood and Carl Mays.

In 2003, Santo threw a big
party at his home near Phoe-
nix just before the Vets’ deci-
sion day. Needing 75 percent
for election, the former Chica-
go Cubs star third baseman
fell short with 56.8 percent.

“I feel the same way I did
two years ago, hoping I get in,”
Santo said this week during a
visit to the Cubs’ training
camp.

Joe Torre, Tony Oliva and
Luis Tiant also were among
the 25 players on the ballot. Re-
configured to include mostly
Hall of Famers, the Veterans
Committee did not pick any-
one in 2003.

Torre hit .297 with 252 hom-
ers and 1,185 RBIs over a ca-
reer that spanned 2,209
games. While never making a
postseason appearance as a
player, he has won four World
Series titles and six AL pen-
nants since 1996 as the New
York Yankees’ manager.

“People inform me that with
the voting, it’s based on my
playing career,” he said Tues-
day at the Yankees’ camp in
Tampa, Fla. “I haven’t gotten
in yet on my playing career.

“Let’s admit it, if I wasn’t
the manager here, we wouldn’t
be having this conversion,” he
said. “[Until] they consider the
managing part of it, which
can’t happen until after I’m re-
tired, I don’t expect any phone
calls.”

Santo played for the Cubs
from 1960-73 before spending
one season with the Chicago
White Sox. He retired with a
lifetime .277 average, 342
home runs and 1,331 RBIs.

Santo won five Gold Glove
awards and was a nine-time
All-Star.

At 65, he currently works as
an analyst on Cubs radio broad-
casts.

Cubs manager Dusty Baker,
with whom Santo does a pre-
game show, says he has his fin-
gers crossed. Santo received
scant support from the Base-
ball Writers’ Association of
America during his years on
that ballot.

“I’d like to see him make it a
lot,” Baker said Tuesday. “I
was pulling for him to make it
in the [broadcasters wing of
the] Hall of Fame. He really
didn’t think he was going to
make that one. Hopefully, he
has a great chance to make
this one.”

Santo,
vets wait
to hear
from Hall

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Randy
Johnson will miss his first sched-
uled spring training start with the
Yankees on Thursday because of
tightness in his left calf.

The problem is not considered
serious, and the left-hander is ex-
pected to be ready for what would
have been his second start on
Tuesday.

“I’m not concerned about him
… not at all,” Yankees owner
George Steinbrenner said. “No.
Joe (Torre, the manager) knows
what he’s doing, and Randy is a
good man.”

Johnson first experienced tight-
ness in the calf last week, and the
injury reoccurred during fielding
drills Monday.

“This is not that big of a deal,”
Johnson said. “If I had to pitch
today, I could have.”

“It doesn’t concern our train-
er,” Torre said. “We don’t feel it’s
anything that’s going to be seri-
ous or major. We don’t want to
take any chances.”

Griffey sits out scrimmage

SARASOTA, Fla. — Ken Griffey

Jr. sat out the Cincinnati Reds’ in-
trasquad game Tuesday because
he’s not up to full speed in his re-
covery from a torn hamstring.

“We are mostly concerned with
his ability to change directions
and decelerate,” trainer Mark
Mann said. “He is running 90 to
95 percent right now. When he
can go at 100 percent two or three
days in a row without residual
pain, he will be cleared to play.”

Phillies starter Padilla
expected to miss two weeks

CLEARWATER, Fla. — Phil-
lies right-hander Vicente Padilla
will be sidelined for two weeks
after an MRI on Monday con-
firmed he has triceps tendinitis.

He missed two months of the
2004 season with the same injury.

The 27-year-old is scheduled to
be Philadelphia’s No. 2 starter.

If Padilla isn’t ready, Gavin
Floyd, Philadelphia’s top pitching
prospect, has the inside track to
replace him in the rotation.

Yankees pull Johnson
from first spring outing

Spring
training
roundup
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Rough start for Willis, Pettitte
Marlins’ left-hander hit hard by University of Miami;
Astros’ southpaw struggles in intrasquad scrimmage

AP

Florida’s Dontrelle Willis gave up six runs in

21/3 innings on Tuesday in a 9-7 loss to the

University of Miami in Jupiter, Fla.
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BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

MIAMI — The stars are aligned in
Miami, and some believe it’s no accident.

The Ford Championship at Doral begins
on Thursday with one of the strongest fields
on the PGA Tour this year. The only player
missing from the top 12 in the world rank-
ing is No. 3 Ernie Els, who has played the
Dubai Desert Classic in the first weekend of
March since winning at Doral in 2002.

A small part of the tournament began
Monday.

Across town at Indian Creek Country
Club, Ford Motor Co. had a corporate out-
ing involving Vijay Singh (No. 1), Retief
Goosen (No. 5), Sergio Garcia (No. 6) and
Padraig Harrington (No. 8).

And they didn’t show up out of the good-
ness of their heart. The Sun-Sentinel cited
a tournament source as saying the fee was
as high as $150,000.

Appearance money?

“It’s a corporate outing early in the tour-
nament week,” said Duke Butler, vice presi-
dent of tournament business affairs at the
PGA Tour. “It’s not unlike a number of
things that have gone on for years. None of
those stipulate that you must play in the
tournament.”

Ford did not need to invite Phil Mickel-
son (No. 4) to the outing, because it already
has an endorsement deal with the Masters
champion. Lefty played with select Ford
dealers on a different golf course Tuesday.

What gives the Doral field some serious
pop is Tiger Woods, the top draw any-
where in the world. Woods wasn’t included
in the outing for obvious reasons — he is
sponsored by Buick, and $150,000 is

chump change for a guy who commands $3
million when he goes overseas.

Still, the corporate day with four players
— all of them IMG clients — has become
such an issue that it will be on the agenda
when tournament sponsors gather for their
annual meeting later this month during the
week of The Players Championship.

“Those players already told us last year
they were going to play Doral,” PGA Tour
Commissioner Tim Finchem said. “Percep-
tion-wise, I understand the concern. We
have to deal with the perception.”

In some respects, it is simply smart busi-
ness, and Ford is not alone.

Ford became title sponsor at Doral
about the time it signed up Mickelson to
wear its logo on his shirt and make “What
will Phil do next” commercials. That all
but assures Lefty will be at Doral every
year, although he skipped the first year
when his wife was pregnant with their
third child.

That’s no different than the deal be-
tween Buick and Woods.

Woods is not contractually obligated to
play any of the four Buick tournaments, al-
though he has played at least two of them
each year since he became part of the
Buick golf team.

And don’t forget 84 Lumber.

The Pennsylvania company signed an en-
dorsement deal with Singh and John Daly,
another big draw. And speaking of appear-
ance money, 84 Lumber attracted a stron-
ger-than-usual field last year by offering
every eligible player in its tournament six
first-class seats on a charter to Ireland for
the World Golf Championship.

Jim Furyk, a past champion at Doral, did
not get an invitation to the Ford outing. He

wasn’t offended. And he is not worried
where these “outings” might lead — at
least not yet.

“It’s not like it’s a new thing on tour. It’s
just more prominent, maybe more flashi-
er,” Furyk said. “Is it good or bad? I don’t
know. I guess it would be bad if it reflects
on the purse.”

The suggestion was that tournaments
might reduce their purses to pay promi-
nent players for an outing, giving them
guaranteed money.

But Furyk quickly noted that the Doral
purse is $5.5 million, up $500,000 from last
year, and that Ford has gone above and be-
yond to inject life into the tournament.

Still, it raises a couple of questions.

If this corporate outing was simply ap-
pearance money in disguise, will this lead
to competition among tournaments?

“They need to watch this,” said Kym
Hougham, tournament director of the
Wachovia Championship. “You don’t want
a case where the rich gets richer.”

Hougham has no worries now. Quail Hol-
low is good enough to hold a major, and
that alone is enough to attract players to
the Wachovia Championship. Players get a
Mercedes for a courtesy car, and the big-
gest perk of all is having only two ama-
teurs in the pro-am.

But he can relate. Hougham used to be
tournament director of the John Deere Clas-
sic, held the week before the British Open.

His last year there, he had only one play-
er among the top 50 in his tournament. He
doesn’t remember who it was.

“It’s important for a title sponsor to feel
he has a world-class field,” Hougham said.

But that leads to another question.

Exactly what is a strong field? Doral has

11 of the top 12 in the world ranking, but
having Woods turned a great field into a
spectacular one. In fact, one could argue
that Torrey Pines had a stronger field be-
cause it had Singh, Woods, Mickelson and
Els, four of the biggest names on tour.

Harrington, Garcia, Stewart Cink and
David Toms only offer strength in num-
bers.

No one gives a tournament buzz like
Woods.

“Tiger is the key,” Hougham said. “If ev-
eryone is being honest about this, tourna-
ment directors would be happy with eight
out of the top 10. But having Tiger legitimiz-
es the perception people have of the field.”

Ford didn’t pay a dime to get him.

BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

MIAMI — The alarmists were
out in full force the past two
weeks in California.

First, the Nissan Open was cut
short to 36 holes because of heavy
rain that left bunkers unplayable.
Then, the Match Play Champion-
ship began a day late when La
Costa Resort was flooded, and the
course was so wet all week that of-
ficials could only cut the fairways
with mowers typically used on
greens.

Stuart Appleby suggested mov-
ing the West Coast swing to later
in the year. Tiger Woods thought
the PGA Tour should consider
going to Florida first, then Califor-
nia.

It sounded like a good idea —
until last weekend’s Champions
Tour event in sunny Florida got
so much rain that it was short-
ened to 36 holes and didn’t finish
until Monday.

This just in … California is not
the only place it rains.

Adam Scott sounded prophetic
in the Sony Open in mid-January
when asked why he wasn’t going
to play on the PGA Tour again
until the week before the Match
Play Championship.

“For a tour that tries to follow
the sun, it seems we play under-
water a lot of the time,” Scott
said.

True, it wasn’t the best of
weather on the West Coast — fog
delays at Torrey Pines, wind that
briefly stopped one round in Phoe-
nix, rain at Riviera and flooding
at what is starting to be known as
Lake La Costa.

But look at the bright side: For
an outdoor sport, golf has an in-
credible record of getting in 72
holes. The amazing thing was not
that the Nissan Open went only 36
holes, but that this stuff doesn’t
happen more often.

Since the Nissan Open began in
1928, it was only the second time
the tournament did not go the dis-
tance.

The leader for rain-shortened
events on the PGA Tour is the
Southern Farm Bureau Classic,
with eight tournaments lasting
fewer than 72 holes because of
bad weather. In second place,
which should surprise no one, is
the Pebble Beach National
Pro-Am. Five of its tournaments
were rain-shortened, with one
year canceled altogether.

Superintendents and PGA Tour
rules officials don’t get enough
credit for getting courses ready
for play, especially given storm
systems that can park themselves
over a tournament.

Greensboro has never had a
rain-shortened event since it
began in 1938. Tucson has com-
pleted 72 holes every year since it
started in 1945. Perhaps the best
record belongs to the Western
Open. It has had only one tourna-
ment cut short by rain since it
went to 72 holes in 1902.

So, when PGA Tour tourna-
ment director Mark Russell said
during the Nissan Open, “We are
getting into waters here that I can
never remember us being in,” it
wasn’t just a play on words.

Everything runs in cycles.
Pebble Beach has had mostly

sunny skies the past five years.

A pay-for-play ploy that may be costly

Deluge on the West Coast more of an anomaly than the norm

Incentives might widen gap between stars, PGA Tour’s rank and file

AP

A worker at La Costa traverses a
small on-course lake last week.

AP

Vijay Singh, foreground, and Tiger Woods,
background, will compete at Doral in Miami
this week in the Ford Championship. At a
nearby country club, Singh and three oth-
ers in the top 10 in the world golf ranking
played in a corporate outing which gave the
players a $150,000 fee for playing, accord-
ing to a local newspaper.
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“The high number of large play-
ers was not unexpected, given the
pressures of professional athletes
to increase their mass. However,
it may not be without health con-
sequences,” the researchers
wrote, citing previous studies that
documented obesity-related prob-
lems, including sleep apnea and
high blood pressure in NFL play-
ers.

The study appears in Wednes-
day’s Journal of the American
Medical Association.

While the study methods were
not very scientific, players’ grow-
ing girth “is a major concern,”
said Dr. Arthur Roberts, a former
NFL quarterback and retired
heart surgeon whose Living
Heart Foundation works with the
players union to evaluate heart-re-
lated health risks faced by cur-
rent and retired players.

“These larger body sizes are
generally associated with greater
cardiovascular risks,” Roberts
said.

The increasing emphasis on
size may be a bad influence on
“all the young kids that play foot-
ball around the country ... and are
trying to be like their heroes,”
Roberts said.

Players union spokesman Carl
Francis said health and safety are
“discussed all the time,” and that
while some players likely are
obese, it’s not a major problem.

NFL spokesman Greg Aiello
called the study substandard and
said there’s no proof obesity is
worse in the NFL than in U.S. soci-
ety in general, where about 30
percent of adults are obese, based

on BMI data. “This was not a seri-
ous medical study,” he said.

Dr. Brian Cole of Chicago’s
Rush University Medical Center,
an orthopedic surgeon who works
with the Arena Football League,
also questioned the study meth-
ods and said some teams list inac-
curately high weights to appear
more intimidating.

“While clearly there are pres-
sures for increased size” in profes-
sional football, relying on pub-
lished height and weight data, but
not physical exams, is faulty, he
said.

Julie Burns, a nutritionist who
works with the Chicago Bears,
said combining BMI data with
players’ waist measurements is a
better fat indicator because some
highly conditioned athletes with a
high BMI also have a large
amount of lean tissue.

Jurkovic said he weighed 272
pounds in the mid 1990s — hefty
by any standards on his 6-foot-2
frame — but was pressured by a
coach to get even bigger and bal-
looned up to 328. On the BMI
scale, that’s morbidly obese. Jurk-
ovic said he had already maxed
out on weightlifting so he packed
on mostly fat by gorging.

Combined with the physical
toll of football, excess weight
wears down joints and causes
problems as players age and then
retire, Jurkovic said. At 37, he
now weighs a “chunky” 295 and
has ankle problems he blames on
football and excess weight.

“It’s tough for the league to po-
lice, but I think they should try to
police it,” he said.

On the Net:

JAMA: http://jama.ama-assn.org
NFL: http://www.nfl.com

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Kentucky
Derby winning jockey Stewart El-
liott has been arrested and de-
tained by federal immigration of-
ficials because of a guilty plea to
felony assault four years ago.

Elliott, a Canadian citizen who
won the Derby and Preakness
aboard Smarty Jones last year,
was taken into custody Tuesday
and arrested by U.S. Immigra-
tions and Customs Enforcement
agents at the Philadelphia Inter-
national Airport, the Department
of Homeland Security said in a
statement.

The 39-year-old Toronto native
was being held Wednesday at the
York County Prison.

Elliott’s criminal history be-
came public during Smarty
Jones’ bid for the Triple Crown,
which fell short when he lost to
Birdstone by a length in the Bel-
mont Stakes in June. It then
showed up in screenings by cus-
toms officers at the Philadelphia
airport this week, Homeland Se-
curity spokesman Manny Van
Pelt said.

Under federal immigration
law, aliens with felony convic-
tions are subject to removal from
the United States. Van Pelt de-
clined to comment on Elliott’s im-
migration status specifically, but
said that he “is not here illegally.”

Unless Stewart agrees to leave
the country, he will remain in de-
tention until a federal immigra-
tion judge determines his status,
officials said.

A lawyer for Elliott said her cli-
ent voluntarily appeared before
the immigration court Tuesday
and believes the matter will be re-
solved Thursday.

“Mr. Elliott voluntarily ap-
peared before the immigration
court in Philadelphia on March 1
to address the 2001 incident that
was made public after the Ken-
tucky Derby,” Supti Bhatta-
charya, a lawyer representing El-
liott, said Wednesday from her of-
fice in Trenton, N.J. “The current
situation is merely a procedure
issue and will be resolved within
the next 24 hours.”

Elliott pleaded guilty in June
2001 to aggravated assault stem-
ming from a fight with a friend in-
side the man’s Burlington Coun-
ty, N.J., home in 2000. He was sen-
tenced to one year of probation
and ordered to pay $13,900 to
cover the victim’s medical bills,
according to court records.

NHL owners, players
hold separate meetings

NEW YORK — NHL players
might be replaced next season.

Commissioner Gary Bettman
will not.

The league’s board of gover-
nors emerged from a five-hour
meeting in New York on Tuesday
fully behind Bettman and totally
committed to having a season in
the fall.

The NHL plans to invite the
players’ association back to the
negotiating table soon, but if a
deal can’t be worked out in time
for the season to open on sched-
ule, then using replacement play-
ers would become a possibility.

“Hopefully, it’s an alternative
proposition that we never have to

focus on because our commit-
ment remains making a fair part-
nership deal with the players,”
Bettman said in the same hotel in
which he canceled the season two
weeks earlier because of the lock-
out.

While the owners, general man-
agers and other executives gath-
ered in New York, about 150 of
the NHL’s 700-plus players met
with union leadership in Toronto.

Both meetings Tuesday served
to provide updates on what hap-
pened in the failed negotiations
the past 5½ months. Union lead-
ers scheduled another meeting
for Wednesday in Toronto with
player agents.

NHL players boost gate
in Swedish league

STOCKHOLM, Sweden —
Locked-out NHL stars helped the
Swedish Elite League set an atten-
dance record this season.

The league said Wednesday
that 1.86 million people attended
games this season, an 8.4 percent
increase from the previous year.

More than 50 NHL players com-
peted in the 12-team league, in-
cluding Colorado’s Peter Fors-
berg and Detroit’s Henrik Zetter-
berg. The NHL canceled its sea-
son last month.

Zetterberg was the league’s top
scorer with 50 points in 50 games
— 19 goals and 31 assists.

Woosnam chosen Ryder Cup
captain for ’06, Faldo for ’08

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
— Ian Woosnam of Wales and En-
gland’s Nick Faldo were picked
Wednesday as Europe’s next
Ryder Cup captains.

Woosnam will be the team’s
captain next year, while Faldo
will serve in that role in 2008.

The European Tour’s tourna-
ment committee announced the
unprecedented double appoint-
ment — reached by unanimous
decision — after a closed meeting
in Dubai on Tuesday on the eve of
the Dubai Desert Classic.

Woosnam, who turned 47 on
Wednesday, is the 1991 Masters
champion and an eight-time
Ryder Cup player.

Announcing the selection of
both players appeared to be a
compromise to avoid snubbing
Faldo. The 47-year-old English-
man is the most successful Brit-
ish golfer of his generation, with
victories in six majors and 11
Ryder Cup appearances.

South Carolina RB Summers
dismissed from team

COLUMBIA, S.C. — South
Carolina dismissed leading rush-
er Demetris Summers from the
team Tuesday for violating athlet-
ics department policy.

“There are certain policies and
rules that our student-athletes
must follow and unfortunately,
Demetris chose to violate those,”
coach Steve Spurrier said in a
statement. “That’s where we are
with this and we’ll move on from
here.”

Summers ran for 1,125 yards
and four touchdowns over the

past two seasons, averaging 5.3
yards per carry. The sophomore
also had 23 receptions for 211
yards and two touchdown catch-
es.

NASCAR levies fines,
suspends crew chief Lohse

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. —
Busch Series crew chief Todd
Lohse was suspended Tuesday
for four races.

It was the most severe of sever-
al penalties imposed by NASCAR
for violations at California Speed-
way.

Lohse, crew chief for Shane
Hmiel, was suspended and fined
$10,000 for unapproved hinged
air deflector modifications on the
car during inspection last week-
end.

The team has appealed to the
National Stock Car Racing Com-
mission, and Lohse is allowed to
participate in the Busch race in
Mexico City this weekend.

Also penalized were Nextel
Cup crew chiefs Tim Weiss
($10,000), Larry Hyder ($5,000)
and Billy Poindexter ($6,000).

Other Busch Series crew chiefs
penalized were Tommy Perkins
($2,500) and John Vermillion
($500).

Crew chiefs from the Crafts-
man Truck series who were penal-
ized were Steven Kuykendall
($2,000), Richard Gay ($500) and
Jeffrey Hensley ($500).

Skier Knauss banned
18 months for doping

OBERHOFEN, Switzerland —
Austrian skier Hans Knauss was
banned for 1½ years by the
sport’s international federation
Tuesday after testing positive for
the steroid nandrolone.

The ban covers the 2006 Turin
Olympics and could end the
33-year-old skier’s career.
Knauss has won seven World Cup
races in 14 seasons and was a
giant slalom silver medalist in the
2003 world championships.

Knauss’ lawyer, Christian
Flick, said he would appeal in an
attempt to reduce the ban to a
year.

Nicklaus’ grandson dies
after falling in hot tub

NORTH PALM BEACH, Fla.
— The 17-month-old grandson of
golf great Jack Nicklaus died
Tuesday after falling into a hot
tub where he had been playing
earlier.

Jake Walter Nicklaus was pro-
nounced dead at Palm Beach Gar-
dens Medical Center, Palm
Beach County sheriff’s spokes-
man Paul Miller said.

The son of Steve and Krista
Nicklaus had been playing in the
hot tub with his 4-year-old broth-
er and their nanny at the family’s
home, Miller said. The three left
the pool area and went into the
house, but Jake slipped away and
went back through a sliding door
to the hot tub, Miller said.

The nanny quickly realized he
was missing and discovered him
in the water, Miller said. She per-
formed CPR until emergency
workers arrived. The boy was
breathing at the time, he said.

He was brought to the hospital
and died shortly after rescuers
were called, Miller said.

Sports briefs

Weighty: League claims it’s
no fatter than rest of U.S.

Smarty Jones’ jockey Elliott
detained by U.S. immigration
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BY JANIE MCCAULEY

The Associated Press

ALAMEDA, Calif. — Jerry Porter spent
most of his first five NFL seasons playing
behind stars Jerry Rice and Tim Brown,
patiently waiting for a chance to be the
Oakland Raiders’ top receiver.

Now Rice and Brown are gone, but
Randy Moss is bringing his incredible tal-
ents to town — and Porter is thrilled.

Just before Porter finalized his new con-
tract with Oakland last week, his agent told
him Moss might be on his way to the Raid-
ers in a trade. Signing the deal suddenly be-
came that much sweeter.

“We became powerful real quick. I love
it,” Porter said. “That was a great move to
get Randy Moss.”

The Raiders’ acquisition of Moss in a
trade with the Minnesota Vikings was ex-
pected to be announced Wednesday, when
the NFL’s free-agency period opened. The
swap calls for Oakland to send linebacker
Napoleon Harris, the No. 7 pick in April’s
draft and a late-round pick to the Vikings.

“Not taking anything from Napoleon Har-
ris, but to only have to give up a draft pick
and a linebacker, linebackers don’t score
points,” Porter said.

Porter knows that having Moss on the
field — making acrobatic catches, speed-
ing past defenders and drawing dou-
ble-teams — will only open up more oppor-
tunities for him to shine. The rest of the
Raiders feel the same way, envisioning a
dangerous long-passing offense to rival the
great Oakland teams of years past.

Late last season, quarterback Kerry Col-
lins campaigned for the Raiders to re-sign
Porter, saying it would be one of the team’s
most important offseason decisions, but
also grabbing Moss was more than he
could have hoped for.

“At this point, I put our receiving corps
up against anybody’s in the league,” Col-
lins said Tuesday. “Obviously, the addition

of Randy scares defenses
more than any other in the
NFL.

“I heard rumors for a cou-
ple weeks. You hear things
like that all the time. You
don’t really know until some-
thing like that materializes.
You don’t think a guy like
Randy Moss A, would get
away from a team and B,
would come to your team.
I’m getting one of the best re-
ceivers in the league and a
guy whose track record speaks for itself.

He adds an unbelievable dimension for us

from a deep-threat standpoint. He’s a guy

who can do it all.”

Moss spent much of last season limited

by a hamstring injury and didn’t reach

1,000 receiving yards for the
first time in his seven-year
career. He finished with 49
catches for 767 yards and 13
touchdowns.

Porter led the Raiders
with 64 catches for 998 yards
and nine touchdowns, falling
just short of his first
1,000-yard season. His recep-
tions were a career high, and
he scored three touchdowns
in a game twice.

The Raiders’ sec-
ond-round draft pick in 2000 out of West

Virginia, Porter wanted to be showcased in

new coach Norv Turner’s offense during

his contract year. It eventually happened.

“I can play alongside people and not

have a conflict,” Porter said. “I’m used to

that. As long as Randy can do that, we’ll be
fine. If he can deal with not getting his 95
balls he’s accustomed to getting. I want to
win.”

Moss’ often bizarre behavior has been
considered distracting over the years, but
Raiders tight end Teyo Johnson isn’t con-
cerned.

“Randy Moss is one of the elements, if
not the element, for us being a playoff
team,” Johnson said. “All I care about is
winning football games, and Randy Moss
can do that. You can put aside all the other
things people say about him, people say he
has a bad attitude. I don’t care. The guy
can play football and make plays. He fits
the Raiders mystique.

“He can easily step into a leadership role
on our squad. He can really feed off the en-
ergy Coach Turner has started here.”

AP photos

Oakland’s offensive players are excited to add receiver Randy Moss (above left), expecting him to make the unit explosive. “Not taking
anything from Napoleon Harris, (above right), but . . . linebackers don’t score points,” says Raiders receiver Jerry Porter.

The Associated Press

The versatile Troy Brown
might not be a part of the New En-
gland Patriots’ quest for a fourth
Super Bowl title in five years.

The 33-year-old Brown, a
12-year veteran who was a wide
receiver, return man and defen-
sive back for New England, was
cut Tuesday as NFL teams re-
leased players to get under the
$85.5 million salary cap hours be-
fore the league’s free agent peri-
od began.

Once one of the Patriots’ most
dependable receivers, Brown’s
biggest contribution in the most
recent Super Bowl season was on
defense. With the New England
secondary weakened by injuries,
Brown filled in as an extra defen-
sive back.

In his career, he has 475 catch-
es for 5,516 yards and 25 touch-
downs.

“As a team player, Troy is right
at the top of the list,” quarterback
Tom Brady said in Jacksonville,
Fla. “There is no other guy who
has the respect of his teammates
like Troy.”

Brown is the third high-profile
player the Patriots have released
in the past week, joining lineback-
er Roman Phifer and four-time
Pro Bowl cornerback Ty Law.

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers
also cut ties with two of the stars
of its Super Bowl team from 2003
when they released quarterback
Brad Johnson and wide receiver
Joe Jurevicius.

The release of the 36-year-old
Johnson had been expected.

“I have been where Brad is. No-
body likes to be told that they’re
fired,” said Brian Griese, who
started most of last year for
Tampa Bay and restructured his
contract to help the Bucs get
under the cap. “But I think Brad
is the type of guy who will use
that as motivation. I know he still
has some good days left and I
know he wants to go and prove
himself. I don’t have any doubts
he’ll go somewhere. And wherev-
er he goes, that team will be get-
ting a heck of a player and heck of
a leader.”

Some of those players could be
re-signed if they don’t sign else-
where, although Johnson is un-
likely to be among them. He
would join a group of veteran
quarterbacks already on the mar-
ket including Jeff Garcia, Vinny
Testaverde and Kurt Warner.

Two other Bucs also were cut:
cornerback Mario Edwards and
linebacker Ian Gold. So were

three members of the Raiders,
the team they beat in that title
game: guard Frank Middleton,
safety Ray Buchanan and tight
end Roland Williams.

And Green Bay cut left guard
Mike Wahle, a solid starter but a
player whose $11.3 million cap
number was second on the team
only to Brett Favre’s.

The Dallas Cowboys released
three-time Pro Bowl linebacker
Dexter Coakley. He would have
been due a $500,000 roster bonus
if he was still on the team Wednes-
day.

The San Francisco 49ers termi-
nated defensive end Brandon
Whiting’s contract Tuesday after
he failed a physical, cutting ties
with the oft-injured defensive end
acquired last year in the Terrell
Owens trade.

Buffalo defensive tackle Pat
Williams and offensive tackle
Jonas Jennings became free
agents when the Bills failed to
re-sign them before midnight.

The Cleveland Browns were
close to finalizing a trade that
would send defensive tackle Ger-
ard Warren to the Denver Bron-
cos for a fourth-round draft
choice, a football source told The
Associated Press on Tuesday
night.

BY JOSEPH WHITE

The Associated Press

ASHBURN, Va. — The Wash-
ington Redskins opened free agen-
cy Wednesday by agreeing to
terms for a contract with center
Casey Rabach, The Associated
Press has learned.

Rabach and the Redskins
reached a deal at 2:30 a.m., short-
ly after the free agency signing pe-
riod began at midnight, an official
within the league told the AP on
condition of anonymity. Rabach,
who spent the last four seasons
with the Baltimore Ravens, was
driving to Redskins Park later in
the morning for a physical and
was expected to sign before the
day was over.

The Redskins also scheduled a
news conference for Wednesday
afternoon to formally announce
the re-signing of left tackle Chris
Samuels. Samuels will receive a
seven-year, $47 million contract
with a team-record $15.75 sign-
ing bonus, according to the
source.

Rabach was a third-round draft
pick from Wisconsin by the
Ravens in 2001 and became a
starter last year. The Redskins
want him to strengthen the interi-
or of the offensive line. Lennie
Friedman started last season at

center and replaced by Cory
Raymer after two games.

The two edges of the line
should be in solid shape with Sam-
uels’ resigning. The Redskins
now have long-term deals with
Samuels and right tackle Jon Jan-
sen, who is expected to return in
full health after missing last sea-
son with a ruptured Achilles’ ten-
don.

The Redskins needed to redo
Samuels’ contract because he
was scheduled to count a whop-
ping $9.5 million against the sala-
ry cap this year, restricting the
team’s ability to re-sign players
and acquire new ones. Samuels’
signing bonus tops the
club-record $15.5 million line-
backer LaVar Arrington received
in a nine-year, $68 million con-
tract signed in December 2003.

Samuels was the No. 3 overall
draft pick in 2000 from Alabama,
where he won the Outland Tro-
phy as college football’s top line-
man.

He made the Pro Bowl in 2001
and 2002 before a knee injury and
loss of confidence caused him to
slump in the 2003 season. He re-
bounded with a solid season last
year and has been named by Joe
Gibbs as one of the core group of
players around which the coach
hopes to rebuild the franchise.

Bucs also part with Super Bowl contributors

Pats cut versatile Brown Skins again pounce,
sign Ravens’ Rabach

Raiders welcome addition of Moss

At this point,

I put our

receiving corps

up against

anybody’s in

the league.

Kerry Collins

Raiders quarterback
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BY KEVIN SHERRINGTON

The Dallas Morning News

The last time a national audi-
ence saw anything like Maurice
Clarett pulling that piano at the
NFL combine was in one of those
old Superstars competitions,
when Joe Frazier nearly drowned
in the 50 free.

Clarett ran an unofficial 4.82 in
the 40 the other day, then backed
it up with a 4.72.

Not bad for a tackle. Unfortu-
nately, Clarett’s trying to make a
living as a running back, and
even a court can’t help him any-
more.

The combine never was a time
to come up lame. As they used to
warn you in high school, this stuff
goes on your permanent record.

But now it’s even more daunt-
ing. The combine is no longer the
province of scouts and a few
bored NFL writers on holiday.

The world’s watching, and ath-
letes have never seemed so
naked.

Clarett was so embarrassed by
the overexposure that he fled the
workouts.

Word is he bulked up and
didn’t use a personal trainer.
Whatever.

You’re on your own at the com-
bine, anyway.

Your old sports information di-
rector can’t cover for you any-
more.

No one’s fooled by media
guides or press releases.

No exaggerated heights or
mythic times in Indy. Scouts poke
and prod and click and cluck, and
there’s no hiding anything.

You’d have a better chance get-
ting through a metal detector
with your Swiss Army knife.

The combine is like a job inter-
view, only instead of reading your
résumé or calling up your refer-
ences, they make you take the
SAT and post the results.

If NFL types were running the
Miss America pageant, they’d
dunk Miss New Hampshire in a
vat and announce her body fat.

If they were judging the Sports
Illustrated swimsuit issue, they’d
take off for moles.

The combine strips all romance
from football. There’s no glory
weighing a guy in his underwear.
No one can quantify your guts,
only your gut.

Frankly, I’m not certain this is
always the best way to go. Sure,
it’s nice to know that Matt Jones,
the former Arkansas quarter-
back, runs a 4.4, which confirms
suspicions that he has a shot as an
NFL receiver and explains how
he kept running away from those
Texas defenses.

But as fun as it is to learn a play-
er’s most intimate details, there’s
something disconcerting about all
this attention on times and mea-
sures.

You can get carried away with
the numbers. A former Universi-
ty of Houston defensive back

once ran a 4.4 for scouts and was
drafted high even though he
couldn’t play and never did.

Here’s how a scout named Bill
Groman explained it: The kid was
fast in a straight line but couldn’t
turn and run with a wide receiv-
er, and they don’t wait for you.

Groman knew this because
he’d seen the kid play. Hard to
judge football players in a vacu-
um. A scout stands behind a line-
backer as he runs the 40 and com-
pares it to getting sucked up by a
jet on takeoff. What happens? A
couple lackluster years in the
NFL and he’s on a jet back home.

Another SWC linebacker from
the same era was far less impos-
ing. Too short and too slow, a le-
thal combination.

Zach Thomas just finished his
ninth year in the league with the
Dolphins, and the pairing is no co-
incidence.

“If Zach Thomas had not gone
to Miami and played for Jimmy
Johnson,” said Spike Dykes, who
coached Thomas at Texas Tech,
“he never would have made it.”

Translation: The only numbers
that mattered to Jimmy were all
the tackles Thomas racked up.

As in real estate, location is ev-
erything. Who’d argue that Tom
Brady might be one of the best
quarterbacks ever if the
sixth-rounder hadn’t ended up in
New England behind Drew Bled-
soe? Not that raw data is a bad
thing. You can understand why
clubs want to gather all the infor-
mation possible.

You just can’t read too much
into it. Clarett was so unimpres-
sive, the talk is he might not even
be drafted. Then again, he only
has to sell one team, and who
knows what happens?

“We really don’t know how fast
he was when he was playing foot-
ball,” Cardinals coach Denny
Green told ESPN.com.

And make no mistake, Clarett
was a player once. Whether he
still is remains to be seen. He’s no
sprinter. Joe Frazier wasn’t a
swimmer, either, but it’s not
much consolation, looking up at
him from the canvas.

BY MICHAEL MAROT

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — When Rob-
ert McCune hears football play-
ers talk about going to war, he
just shakes his head. Three years
of Army service taught him that
football is a game, war a battle for
survival.

McCune lived on military bases
in five states and was deployed to
South Korea and Kuwait. He’s
heard the crackle of nearby gun-
fire and camped on a roof during
a monsoon. He spent days refuel-
ing military vehicles and free mo-
ments lifting a 50-pound rock.

McCune endured it all so he
could keep playing football. His
Army buddies found that funny.

“I told them that after this I
was going to go to college and get
my degree, I was going to play
football, and they laughed,” he
said.

Now the linebacker might be
close to playing in the NFL. Mc-
Cune, among the 332 players invit-
ed to this year’s combine, will be
26 by the time of the April draft,
and he might be the oldest player
selected.

“If the guy is a real good foot-
ball player, you don’t worry about
it,” Houston Texans General Man-
ager Charley Casserly said. “If
he’s in the development stage, it
becomes a concern.”

McCune wasn’t even offered a
Division I-A scholarship when he
graduated from LeFlore High

School in Mobile, Ala. He had
hoped to play in college at Ala-
bama or Auburn, but the only of-
fers came from places like Ala-
bama A&M, Alabama State,
Southern University and Gram-
bling.

So McCune joined the Army in
1997.

“My plan was to go into the mili-
tary, grow up and walk on at
some Division I school,” he said.

During the next three years, he
lived in Fort Lee, Va.; Fort Stew-
art, Ga.; Fort Hood, Texas; Fort
Knox, Ky.; and Fort Irwin, Calif.
The training regimen included
4-mile runs, pushups and situps.

When he went to South Korea
for one year as a patrolling spe-
cialist, McCune improvised. He
used his fueling truck rig as a pul-
lup bar and a heavy rock for
weightlifting. Between missions,
McCune found just enough time
to pull out the sharp-edged rock
for a workout.

“I’d sit on top of the truck and
do curls over my head until they
came,” he said. “I was in Korea
for 365 days, and I’d say I worked
out 340 days.”

McCune learned to deal with
the odor of raw sewage and poor
living conditions, but wasn’t pre-
pared for the monsoon season.
One night, with his barracks cov-
ered in about 7 feet of water, he
scrambled onto a roof and spent
the night there as lightning lit the
sky.

“I didn’t think the rain was

ever going to end,” he said. “I was
trying to think of a plan of what to
do next.”

During a six-month tour in Ku-
wait, McCune and the Americans
rarely met the locals. Occasional-
ly, McCune was awakened by gun-
fire, unsure where the shots came
from.

McCune finished his active
duty in 2000. When he returned
home, he pursued his football
dream despite a five-year commit-
ment to the National Guard. Some
coaches were wary, knowing he
might miss practices.

But he persuaded John L.
Smith, then coach of Louisville, to
let him play as a walk-on, and he
used the G.I. Bill to pay for his
first semester. By the second se-
mester, he had earned a scholar-
ship.

In March 2003, he nearly had
to leave football again. McCune’s
Guard unit was alerted that it
might be deployed to Iraq. He

was sent to Fort Knox for train-
ing, missed part of spring football
and worried he might miss part
or all of his junior season.

“It was tough because I had
been selected captain, and my
coaches expected a lot out of me,”
he said. “They told me not to
worry, that my spot would still be
there when I got back. I missed
about two or three months of
school, but everything ended up
working out. We weren’t called
up. It just made me appreciate
football that much more.”

McCune finished 2003 with a
team-high 143 tackles, including
four sacks.

This past December, after fin-
ishing his Louisville career with
320 tackles, McCune completed
his military service with the rank
of corporal in time to start prepar-
ing for the NFL combine. He also
earned a degree in education.

Some scouts wonder if the
6-foot, 245-pound McCune is big

enough to play inside linebacker
in the NFL, but no one has ques-
tioned his commitment or work
ethic.

“You assume he has a charac-
ter that’s very high, and that’s
very important to all of us,” Ten-
nessee coach Jeff Fisher said.
“People who not only can avoid
off-field problems, but who can
be productive like that are very
valuable.”

McCune will spend the next
two months preparing for foot-
ball, watching the news and get-
ting updates from friends never
far from his mind. But you’ll
never hear McCune making com-
parisons between the game he
loves and the battles he’s fought.

“In war, you have real, live bul-
lets flying around,” he said.

“My buddies, they have a say-
ing: ‘Stay alert, stay alive,’ and
one of my friends said it’s true. I
talk to them all the time, and they
tell me they hope I make it. I tell
them ‘I hope I make it, too.’ ”

Commentary

Numbers don’t tell the whole story at NFL combine

McCune
fit for duty

AP

Louisville LB Robert McCune (54) breaks up a pass intended for North Carolina’s Adarius Bowman (11) on

Sept. 25, 2004, at Kenan Stadium in Chapel Hill, N.C. McCune, who lived on military bases in five states and

was deployed to South Korea and Kuwait, made a team-high 143 tackles for the Cardinals in 2003.

NFL prospect, Army vet knows
difference between football, battle
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NFL’s weighty debate
BY LINDSEY TANNER

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — It’s no secret that
size matters in the National Foot-
ball League, but a new study sug-
gests that a whopping 56 percent
of NFL players would be consid-
ered obese by some medical stan-
dards.

The NFL called
the study bogus for
using players’
body-mass index,
a height-to-weight
ratio that doesn’t
consider body mus-
cle versus fat. The
players union said
that despite the fa-
miliar sight of bulg-
ing football jer-
seys, there’s no
proof that obesity
is rampant in the
league.

But former de-
fensive tackle
John Jurkovic said
he’s seen plenty of
evidence that play-
ers have gotten not
just bigger but
sometimes fatter,
“big as houses” in
recent years be-
cause of league
pressure to intimi-
date opponents
and win.

“The NFL teams
want it because it’s
working,” said Jurk-
ovic, who played
for Green Bay,
Cleveland and Jack-
sonville before re-
tiring in 2000.

The theory is that bigger men,

especially linemen and defensive

players, are better blockers and

harder to move.

But the study results suggest

that bigger players don’t make a
team more successful. There was
no relationship between teams’
average player BMI and their
ranking in 2003-04, the season
studied. Arizona had the highest
average BMI, but also the worst
record in its division.

In the study, University of
North Carolina en-
docrinologist
Joyce Harp and
student Lindsay
Hecht used statis-
tics on the NFL
Web site to calcu-
late BMIs for
2,168 NFL players,
nearly all those
playing in the
2003-04 season.

Almost all the
players qualified
as overweight, and
56 percent had
BMIs of at least 30
— what doctors
consider obese.
For example, a
6-foot-2 man
weighing 235 has a
BMI of just over
30. Nearly half of
the obese players
were in the severe-
ly obese range,
with a BMI of at
least 35, and a
small percentage
were morbidly
obese with a BMI
of at least 40.

Harp acknowl-
edged that without
measuring body
composition, it’s
uncertain how

many players were truly fat, but

she said it’s unlikely the high

BMIs were “due to a healthy in-

crease in muscle mass alone.”

SEE WEIGHTY ON PAGE 29

League dismisses study claiming more than half of players are obese

AP

Cleveland Browns defensive tackle John Jurkovic signs autographs for fans before practice at Cleveland

Browns Stadium on Aug. 17, 1999. Jurkovic, who played for the Browns, Green Bay Packers and Jackson-

ville Jaguars, said he’s seen evidence that players have gotten not just bigger but sometimes fatter.
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